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hat variety of Sports an-1 Paſtimes, 
of Planes ind Recreations do men 
invent and make uſe of to —__ 2 
wearilome unealle life to [{iide away 
the more ſmoothly and undiſterbed 
ly 2 Hereby decerving time, and for- 
geiring tor the preſent their former 
miſery and trouble by means of the 
{ſhort Intervals of forced and artificial 
Divertcments : We are fain to gild 
OVEr tlie bitter pil] of Lice with delight 
on toretnougphts of fntiire Tempora 
* Elictty, IC, 22 ke it the caſter iwal- 
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Comes next to d2iin our Mirth and in- 
tErrurt Our ww” og 19 5 Nay,our Lip 


of Sweets is uſually at the inſtant of 


KING tt mingled with Bitters, at 
Ical ot Conſideration of a V/orm- 
wood araught foon following aiter is 
enough to diminith much of 1ts preſent 
{weetnels and good Reliſh, 

The Pains and Diſcaſcs, the Trou- 
bles and Calamities of this Earthiy 
Condition do in abundance of Men 
[hare the greateſt part of therr continu- 
ance here, do 1n moft perſons £qu al 
and come up unto, if not exceed and 
overballance they En; Oy ments d: lo 
tat with them, Being and Ni 
Sn bliitence and Sorrow, are Tees {ey e- 
ral Names for os and the ſame thing : 
And co:{tdering tne Jarge intermix 
tures of Alilition and Sorrow in thi 
Valley of Tears, it would not be 


worth 
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worth our vhile to lengthen out our 
Lives on Farth, were not this lite 
principally in ordcr to another, were 
it not a ſpace of Trme wherein to fit 
and prepare our f(clves for an entieſs 
Ftcroity. 

Q the Neccutfulncſs of Pomv, oft 
Homonr, of Ricker, and worldly Pica- 
ſures, thole miſ-named Feliciues |! 
Height and Grandeuar of Station, what 
5 it but a gilded burthen,. but a ſplen- 
did encumbrance 2 A Condition of 
wakeful Cares, and threatning Dan- 
goers, The uſual Qbiett of Envy, co- 
vetous DNelire, and malicious Cenſure 
while enjoy'd, and which leaves a 
man dcapiſed, reviled, and hated when 
tallen from its Elevation ! A ſtate "ris 
ct living fn continual noiſe and ſtir, 
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poor Diet with any great degree © 
Joy and Complac:nzv + wit is | 

but a puff of Wind ans Vain-z 

Applauſe from the mouths of Mortzis, 
as fickle and in conſtant 2s the Wind 
It ſelf £ Honour and Praiſe, a gaudy 
Flower it 18, often nipt by the Froits 
and b)ights of Emulation, Hatred and 
Deiraction 3 a th ing whoſe Founda- 
LLOf 3tES raches i in the Perſon Honour- 
12, thanin him who 3s 1onoured 
what 10 ons ought to value ap ne 
apo: 3s tis conferred on him by 2 
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Riches 3 What are they but all 
heap of biight and ſhining Clay £ 
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while it ſhould calc 26d recreate 5 and 
alually bends and weigns down the 


Soul with Cov -toulne's to the Earth . 
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make themfelves Wings and fly away 
from us; which we certainiy mult 
icave at the day and hour of our 
Death. Riches aitended with Gif- 
quicting thoughts, and brain-cracking 
Projects 1n the procuring t rag with 
anxious Carcs and Solicituces 11 th- 
keeping them, with jealous fears ard 
diſtruits of looting or being ac{poii d 
of them : The immoderate Love cf 
which is the Root of all evil. That 
which puts men upon the worlt of 


wicked practices, which picrces their 
Hearts through with many So rTOV/S, 


and finally drowns them in the Gulrh 
of Perdition, 
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Worildly Fleatures what be tney ? 
But the joyous ſenſations of a few mo- 
ments which iZecezic as foon aimolt as 
born 5 and which taſted ſtrarghtway 
looſe their flavour and Relifh : Which 
if diſhoneſt and f{inful are likewiſe hurt- 
ful and prejudicial, and very ſeverely 
paid for by ſucceeding ſhame, ſorrow 
and repentance 5 if Innocent and 
harmlefs, yet carrying vanity 1n their 
Nature 3 they acd alſo Vexaticn of 
Spirit, through a deccit of our Ex- 
peCtations : For how thould what 1s 
Finite, as all Terrece Comforts arc, 
aftc: d nv corpleat and ſeitled Satis- 
faction? Cano Abfolute and Dura: 
Tits - Concentmens 15 not contain'd with- 
in the narrow limits of the Creature, 
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of the V orld, Ti 
and that Heaven, a Region of the 
ſublimeſt, ſincercel(t, ever-durable, and 
moſt enraviſhing Delights, fhould 
{hare ſo little in cur Love and Appro- 
bation ! Thither, did we mount our 
Thoughts, our Defires, our Rehigt- 
ous Enterprizes, even to the Celeſtial 
Manſions above, oh with what Dit- 
dain ſhould we look down on this 
vile inferiour Earth ! How little woutd 
it appear in our (ight ! Nay,how would 
It 11 4 manner diſappear 5 our God 
our Ficaven, our ſpiritual and eternal 
Concerns having pre-ingaged the 
main of our Aifecions, and Cconie- 
quently having Icfr little Room for 
meaner Objects 9 2nd Entert: nent Y, 
We arc 'P; Jorims here on Earth, 
and therefore ought to have the cold- 
neis and inditicre w_ of Filgrints to 
its moſt entertaining Gratifications : 
we are {t; PANY7ETs here on Earth, ar 
Ougit on that account to be (hy « © 
LINE tO MACH ban arty Wit] 
Worla, left it ſhould rum and be 
us with its Wicked CoGuctions 3 For 
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who would trult himſcif too far, who 
would hve carcleſs and unguarded 1n 
a Forreign, 1 an Enemies Country: 
Ve are Strangers here 5 ts ſo very 
— a time we ſhall continue in this 
len Countrey, that ts not worth 
Our While to ſet our hearts upon 1t, to 
learn 1 is Language, or Contorm our 
iclves tO its Cuſtoms and Manners. 
ie arc Citizens of the A ew-Teru- 
falem w—_ is above, Heirs of an 
icaycnly Canaan 3 and ſhall we baſcly 
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of the World, 12 
World, and the World to us 'n the 
immoderate Love therect 2 WTWith 
the End of our being ſent into it. 
viz, to prepare for our kapyy going 
ut of it, and for a ÞIicticd Eter Uuty 2 
Does it ſuit to our profeſſion of -a 
Suffering Religion, ſuit to the Di- 
ſciples of a Crucificd Saviour ? To 
his Mortified, Pocor, and Lowiy 
Exampie 2 Waho was made. perfect 
through Suflcrings and Worldly Re- 
nunctations « Does it futt laſtly to 
our Þaptiſmal Vow and Covenant, 
wherein we ſolemnly engaged to 
Renounce the Devil and all his 
Works, the vain Pomp and Glory 
of the World, with ©] covetous 
celires of the fame, and no longer 
to tollow or be led by them? O 
vhat © Perfidtouſng ls, what Perjury 
is it after all this to be falſe to our 
C ariftian Profetiion, falſe to our 
Gaptiimal Vow and Covenant, by 
wing Idolaters or Ley V ani- 
on folt 2v/10g and bun pls ied by it 5 
279d preferring the thin 
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14 The "Prayer. 
before thoie of Heaven and Eternal 
Glory / 


The Prayer. 


oſs Amialle Divine Ma- 
Jeſty ! Give us a lively Tranſ- 
porting Proſpet of the Clories of Hea- 
ven, give us a proſpedt of the Enravifhing 
Beauties and Perfedions of thine own 
XN ature 5 and then how will all Sublu- 
#747 Pomps and Vanities appear dim, 
2 faded in our ftght ! How ſhall we 
look, down with Scorn and Contempt 
#HP0H them ! 

Wilt Thou, O Lord, allow us to Raiſc 
our Thoughts to Thee, to Exalt them 
above this World, and ſhall we ſtill lze 
(zroveling upon it > Wilt Thon Admit 
and Accept our weak imperfect AfjeTi- 
ons, and (hall we not do all we can 10 
Elevete our thoughts, to 245 goes 
our Aﬀeitions for thy Service ? O g 
as that Victory of Faith wherel 4 me 
#7ay overcome the World 5 that Aſju- 
rance of Hope whereby we may live ar 

bow 


ial 


The "Prager. 5 
bove its Corruptiotis, purifying our 
ſelves even as Thou art pure / 

eMortifie in us, O Sovereign Ex- 
cellency, the Love of the World with 
the Yuickning Enflamed Love of thy 
ſelf 5 ſhew thy Self a Loving Father 10 
ts, and it ſufficeth; a Glance of the 
Light of thy Conntenance, is enough to 
Eclipſe all Farthly Splendour : O make 
ns to ſee the Vanity of all things here be- 
low, and then we ſhall ſoon diſcern the 
Vanity of our &ffedions in inordinately 
doteing on ther, 

Canſe us, O Spirit of Divine Grace, 
to conſider how our Bleſſed Saviour, the 
Lord of all things, the Lord of Life 
and Glory, deſpiſed and contemned the 
IVorld 5 and certainly after this we 
canwot continue overvaluing it | Cane 
us to have our Thoughts, our Depres, 
our Converſations more in Heaven, and 
ihen ſhall we be much els fond of this 
Earth; for jinding our infinitely more 
valuable Treaſures Above, our Hearts, 
our Aﬀetions will be there alſo, 


B 2 Make 


x6 The Frajer. 

&1lake us, O our God, to evidence 
daily our contempt of this World, 
by the coldneſr and rndifferency of our 
Love towards it 5 by wanting its En- 
Joyments without [mpatience, by Ppeſſeſ- 
[ing them with Temperance and Mode- 

ration, and by Leong them without 
gurmiring and diſcontent. 

Perſwade us, O Lord, c{jedally 
perſwaade us that we can never be happy, 
fil} we Dave ailintarigled our Affeclions 
from cry empty, unſatisfying, diſape 
pointing, and tranſrent Good here be- 
/ow, and till we love Thee above all 

{mes who alone canſt fill our deſires, 
vatifie all our wiſhes; till we deſpiſe 
ris World, think, lowly of our ſclues, 
{zghly of our God, and are whiolely 
dead and crucified to all Pollutirg ſex- 

jel Liſts and Appelites : O come I hou 
then urto us, O our God ; come and 
Pe fie Gur © Souls with thy Fulneſs, reple- 
3i2jn them nith thy Liken)s in Holineſs; 
and thereoy drive out of us all inordinate 
oy 3” carer Objeds and Gratificati- 

\.men, Bleſſed Lord, Amen. 
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FFIierc isno Talent committed to 

f our {rut more precious than 
Time, it being a {eaion tor the mMak- 
og provilion for an Happy Eternity, 
and yet no Trutc js tzere more abu- 
ſed, more protutciy iquanderd away, 
We take Time by the Fore-lock in 
all our Temporai Concerns, laying 
hold on the firſt opportunity of well- 
managing them ; but in Spirituals 
we deter and delay, and niove fo 
heavily about the good hasbanding 
of Time, as if the wheels of our 
Chariots, of our Executive Powers, 
our Wills and Aﬀections were taken 
off 3 and Time was rather to be 
{hunn'd and avoided than diligently 
purſued, 

But is This running the Race of 
Chriſtian Obedience ſet before us? 
Is This giving all diligence to make 

+ Our 
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Chis Redeeming the Time, becauſe 


the days are Evil? Time lies fo dead a 

:ommodity on many Peoples hands, 
that they are glad to get rid of it at 
119 rate whatſoever. The next vain 
plesfure and divertiſement, the next 
as vain and impertinent IdJe-Compa- 
nion , the next fruitleſs, fiily, or 
corrupting Spectacle, {hall eaſe them 
of their ſpare hours as they call em, 
of their leiſure and wearifome ſea- 
ſons : But ah that any time ſhould 
be accounted ſpare and vacant, when 
ſo much as our Eterna]l Salvation de- 
pends upon it, and we know not 
whether we {hall Live nl] the next 
Moment ! Ah that what is the dying 
Man's Want, {hould be the well Per- 
{on's Burthen ! 

While Living, Time 15 thought by 
us too Long ard Tedious,we are hard 
put to 1t to ſpend many of its Hours, 
while Dying 'tis accounted too ſhort 
and Tranhent 5 which now is likely 
to be the trueſt Judgment, that of the 
L1tv1ng 
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off Time, 9 


living Or a man 2? For certain 
that of the Latter : For at the near 
approaches of Death all falſe diſguiſes 
which the Luſts of the Fleſh, the 
Lufts of the Eye, or the Pride Of 
Life had put on things, are pul}'d off, 
and then all things appear in their 
proper Colours, and Genuine Native 
Dreſs, 

When Death Stares.us in the face, 
when Time 1s nigh at an End with 
us, then we ſhall know the true 
value of Time, then to our coſt and 
trouble have far different Sentiments 
concerning it, than what we have 
Now; then, on that Time could be 
Recalld, that Time miſ-ſpent could 
be lived over-again, and be better 
improved 3 how diligent and indu- 
ſtrious would we be in its 1mprove- 
ment ! But ala{ theſe Good Wiſhes 
come then too late to be converted 
to Good Practices 3 Death will not 
be put off, Time will not be RecaJl'd, 
and the Man dies deſpairingly Di - 
conlolate, if not everlaltingly Miſe- 

3 4 rable 5 


20 #77 f?eclemption 
rab!e: not ſor that he had no means 
of Grace, no opportunities of Salva- 
ton, but becauſe he made not that 
Geod Ute oi thera as he both might 
and ought to have done. 

Time paſles away ſwiftly, though 
we idle and loiter 3 the Minutes, the 
precious Minutes fly, while we are 
ſpeaking; we are Now a Voment 
nearer Eterniiy, than we were the 
former one - but are we in a nearer 
Preparation for it ? Is there a nearer 
"Tendency in us toan Heavenly Tem- 
per, the nigher we come to the 
Heavenly State ? Or rather grow 
we not more Earthly Affcctiond , 
the nigher we draw to our bed of 
Earth the Grave ? 


Alatfs the Lots of Time 1s one &f the 

G reate! it LG os in the World, and 
yet Bow Light a matter do we make 
Y ? This Life ſo ſho Ort, ſo unceor- 
tin, every Moment Of it {ſo valua- 
ble, and yet that we hou ia live as 
if it Were never to have an Ent, or 
as 


of Time, 21 
as if we had nothing of Concern ta 
do in it z How Aſtoniihing 1s this, 
what an Inſtance of Folly and Incon- 


ſideratencſs / 

Bleſſed God ! That a Pearl of fo 
Great price as an indulged ſpace of 
Repentance, as an happy opportu- 
nity of Salvation, ſhould be cait be- 
fore Swine, bt fore brutiſh __ 
Worldling; ; ſhould be put into to 
Cuſtody of thoſe who valic it not, 
who know not how to uſe and im- 
Prove it ! 

The Days, the Viont the, tne Years 
of our Lives are ohne born away 
by the tmapetuous Forrent of Time; 
Many, many Davs oi our Tears are 
pat and Gone as to Our cver living 
tem over agains bat though alk, 
vet are they "not wholly loft and pe- 
ri.hd : Tazy are Reziitrci in God's 
Faithful Bout of Remembrance 3 
tOey are tho re pt cierved, they are 
there charg d 4731 us for a demand 
of their Good Lf and Flichandry 3 
an Account, ao Account of chem will 

3-6 one 


22 2 Redeinption 
one day he required at our Hands : 
And it will be but a lamentable Ac- 
count indeed, when all we have to 
offer for the expence of our Lite paſt 
wiil be ſo much Time ſpent Idly, and 
in doing of nothing to any Good 
purpoſe 3 ſo much ſpent to a very 
Bad one, in Riot and Exceſs, in 
Chambering and Wantonnelſs ; fo 
much 1n unnecetiary Habitual Sports 
and Divertiſcments 3 ſo much ſpent 
in the Devil's Service, and lo little in 
God Almighty's ! Ah will ſuch an Ac- 
count, think ye, pais our Great Au- 
ditor's Examination 2 Will ſuch an 
Account procure our Diſcharge and 
Acquitment 2 

What a firange perverſe folly 1s It 
12 11s 10 complain our Life is thort, 
and yet to render it far itjorter, by 
etting much of it lye Falow and 
unimpr oved £ To complain our day 
time here 1 quickly fpen $ and our 
Night of Dea ith is near at 34nd, 2 
vet to invent Arts 19 12vViin this s 
Remainder of Lite, and then to la- 

ment 


of 11m, 23 
ment its being ſo ſoon paſt away and 
we are Gone £ But jt we would 
lengthen time, let us leave off com- 
plaints and fall to. the work of im- 
proving it 3 let us bzſhde the ordina- 
ry Returns of -Publick Religious 
Worſhip at fet appointed Seaſons, be 
frequent and fervent in our private 
Domeſtick Devotions ; let us allow 
to Religion and the cxcrciſes of 
Vertue, tome of thoſe Grear fhares 
of Tims which we call ſpare Hours ; 
which we trifle away in vanitics and 
impertinencies, in pleaſures and re- 
CTEatiOns, in fruitleſs Vitits and Com- 
plements 3 which we ſpend victoully 
in Luxury, Riot, aid Intemperance, 
or which we ſuficr to lye waſte with- 
out any Employment at all - *T18 a 
valt work a man may do, if he never 
Permits himſelf to be Idle 3 'tisa huge 
progreſs he may m make in Vertue, 1f 
ne never {tops in the way through 
Carelctneſs, Or NEVer gOcs Out of his 
way by wiltul and prelumptuous {11- 
ning - Strive to improve all your 

x Mme, 
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Time, ſtrive to ſuffer none of it to 
paſs ——— and this will be 
to Redeem it, this will be to com- 
penſate for its ſhortneſs, for 1ts un- 
certainty, and Irrevocableneſs. 
\e cannot begin too ſoon to jive 
vell, and yet do we demur about 1t? 
Had we ſet upon the work of Relt- 
e101 much earlier, we ſhould have 
had none to ſpare 5 all would have 
bcen hittle enough, whereby to have 
cviacriced the ſincerity of our Faith, 
anc iope, and Truſt ; of our Love 
£0 —_ _ b1s Commandments 5 
Vie reby 10 have {ſecured an Intereſt 
1G his Favour and Acceptance, and 
#72 his free Gift, Eternal Life :; For 
Heaven cannct be over-purchaſea, 
WE C2222t do too much for ſuch a 
ar more Gig and endleſs weight 
ory 3 and the more we Go in 
HCY SETVICES , the Greater 1n all 
Likclihood will be our future Re- 
cCOnronce of Reward, 


By 
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to By inſtantly beginning to live well 
be we ſhall render the work the.ealter, 
m- ſhall be better diſpoſed to it our 
n- ſelves, aud (hall have lefs to Repent 

of and Reform 3 but the longer we 

ve delay Redecming our time, the 
it? Greater and more Ditticult underta- 
Ji- king (hall we find it when we ct a- 
ve bourit: Every man has tis Religious 
ve Taxk appointed him at hits coming 
ve into this Worlo, to diſcharge before 
th his Going out of it 3 and each day 
ve has its peculiar Gedly work and bu- 
ts fines allignd its wheretore it we 
elt imprudently omit the proper ecmploy- 
nd ment of this day, we {hal! have fo 
'or much the more to do to morrow 
:d, both this davs Retiigious work, and 
a to morrow's ailo : Since tnen tuthci- 
ht ent unto its own day 3s the vertuous 
in Tak thereof, let us not through our 
all preſent Omiilons double end multi- 
ec ply our future pious Pains and La- 
buurs; cncrcaſe by aclays of Re- 
ceeming Time, our work of Salva- 

By t107, and diminiſh at the lame inſtant 
Our 
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our ſ{trength and ability to perform 
it with - So much Time as we have 
loſt in the neglect of Piety and Ver- 
tne, fo much have we loſt of our 
increaſe of future Happineſs, and of 
our weight of Eternal Glory 5 and 
can we be content to looſe yet more 
of it 5 Can we be content through 
our mifpence of Time to hazard the 
whole of Everlaſting Bleſlednels ? 


Time preſent 1s our only ſtate of 
Trial and Probation ; the After-Lite 
determines our Condition to <cither 
Everlaſting Happineſs or VMilery ; 
and theretore we ought to improve 
to the utmolt 1nitant Opportunities, 
and to work cut our Sajvation to 
Day, white 'tis calld to Day: For 
our Religions Work 15 large and dit- 
ticult 3 the putting off a whole Body 
of Sin, the putting on the whole 
Armour of Righteouſneſs : 5 the _ 
duing 03d evil habics 3 COitractii 
by the Grace of Goa in Conjut action 
with our &ndeavours, new Vertuous 

1abits: : 
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habitsz the improving them into a 
Second Nature, into a participation 
of the Divine Nature and Likeneſs : 
All this we have to do 1n the ſhort 
ſpace of our Mortality, in a Life but 
a Span long ; and therefore ought to 
ſupply our Poverty of Time by 1ts 
frugal Well-management, and by the 
Intenfeneſs of our Aﬀections and Ser- 
vices God-ward : Making up 1a In- 
duſtry and Zeal, what we want in 
Time ; and obeying God univerſaily, 
cheartully, fervently and conſtantly 
ento the End. 


But oh the quite contrary Practice 
of the Generality of the Worla ! who 
are forward to improve every thing 
but Time, which moit of all requires 
improvement 3 waho purſue eapgerty 
every Advantage, but the Highelt 
one, tacir Eternal Salvation : Ah 
doubtleſs he is unworthy of Eternal! 
Lite, who Ieeks it not diligently, as 
tor hid Treaſure ; who lives not to 
God and his own Soul : Certainly 

Be 
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e is unworthy to win the Prize of 
Heavenly Glory, who runs fo care- 
Ie{ly, as if he matter'd not whether 
he obtain'd it or no! All that Time 
is but waſted, whereof no part is 
ſpent 10 the Concerns of Religt- 
ON. | 


» d. 7 \ 
Eternal God , Who waſi before all 
17Hie, AFC JA alt COX f7t; He 19 be 
vi 9; 1 74216 jloatl have a 3H End, Z #7 xl of 
hands are tte Iſſues and Dijpejal there- 
of ſeeing ; fie Þ FI C 4 #; "220f be PeealPd 
by ws, cannot ie lived over ag410, 
I. 7 
Grant ti: we ms) Redccan it, by 4 
} F Es 
cIOKDIC auitgerce 477 G improvement of the 
ft (£7741:77 'q IE: 4fe 2, 
f } {' 4 FO 4 7 , 
Te 7.447 2, YOE Co 4; GYE Sy £tUE FF FiTHG 
elſe, C give iis (3746 / Jarbard well 
our Time alſo we pat out our flencys 
to Inicreſt, we Till and ifanure cou 
'S a N41) oF \ 4 ,; + / AA / Ie RE 4 G 3 Lol 
YOUNG S, We WatCÞD arid Hine CUT Us| 
of eve? J oppoitirity cf growing tiich; 
'8, canſe us lit: cwiſe 70 put out Khe pre- 
CIOS 


{ [ted 2 


The "Prayer. 20) 
cious Talent of Time to Trtereſt 5 cauſe 
us to Till and Cultivate our Soals, that 
they may frudifie with ſaving Graces : 
make us to be intent npon and manage 
to the beſt opportunities of erowing wiſe 
unto ſalvation , of becoming {ich in 
Faith and Good Works : Convince 15 
that nlzſs we HFRedecm Tine, the Res» 
demption purchaſed by our Saviour will 
nothing avail us, Convince us that 
Time is the only ſeaſon wherein to mai 
proviſion for a bleſſed Eternity. O may 
the djing man's wiſh, the dying man's 
Good Heſolution, more Time, better | 
preprovement of it, might it be afforded 
kim, be the ſtud) of us Living men, be 
our moſt conflant care and exerciſe, 


Give us to conſider, holy Father, 
what one of the damned would give but 
for ore rAGrE off thafe 8 robationary days, 

which ve j7: anger away ww itbout any 
tos regard or oortuons improvement / 
Give us to conſider that the abuſe or 
reglect of Time » Will / occalton tis if per- 
d in, «fed, ard mournfil Eternity ;; 
fail 


2© The *Prayer. 
full of bitter Regrets, and ſiinging 
Jelf-condemmations ! 

Ah, gracious Go, do we live apr 
eMoments Is eath riinitt's Preſerva 
tion a kind of Creation, at: jt ao wi 
make light of, anct }rijie #132144 IPU3 5 
Ah wretched Trijiers with our own 
ſafety and Cuerl:jzirg Salvation | 


Convince us, Convince us, good Lord, 
that theDay-time of our Lives is far ſpent, 
that the ſhort Remainder is hazardout 
and uncertain, that the Night of Deatl 
may be nizh at hand, and let theſe con- 
wvictions cauſe ns to walk as Children « 
the Day, mot in the evil works of Datk 
neſs, but in emplozing well our Tin: 
and other Talents, that we may not fall 
znto the condemmation of the ſlothful ani 
wicked Servant, O ſuffer us not to fold 
our hands to ſleep in the midjt of |i 
many and great ſpiritual Dangers where 
with we are encompaſs ds; but make ti 
to be intent on all Religious opportuni- 
ties « vince our days, O Lord, are but 


fen 
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few upon Earth, cauſe us by walkins 
circumſpectly to Rececm the time, that 
they may not be Evil likewiſe, or unpro” 


fitavie, 
Are, holy Feja, Death and the 


Grave, Tudgmewut and Eternit 7 not far 
fromuss, and yet are we far from being 
ready prepared for them £ Live we, as 
if we were to live always * As if this 
was the only life, and no future one to 
be expeed  O cauſe ws to ſhake off this 
our careleſs ſecurity ; cauſe us to give all 
diligence to make our Calling and E- 


letion fare, 
Hay the time paſt of our lives ſuffice 


(4b far too much was it !) to have beer 
miſ-jpent in ſin and vanity;wherefore fer 
the time to come make ns induſtrious 
and always ahounding in the work of the 
Lord, for as mnch us we know that our 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 
0 Grant that every montent of time pre- 
ſent may be precions unto us 5 becauſe 
the (mereſts of our precions immortal 

Souls 
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Souls depend pon it 5 make us ſo wel 


t0 improve Time, as i;.at it tmay be th 


" - , £7 . 
reCUYTHO 7? 7 ! £D! *fc 
JOneny to us of an haypy Eternity, 


Meditation Ii, 


On the Folly and Danger of deferring 


Repentance. 


E7 delay prefent Repentance 


in hopes of future Converſion, 
is alike imprudent, as for a ſick Man 
to neglect the preſent uſe of Medi: 
cines, in hopcs of future Health and 
Recovery z whenas by his neglect ol 
Remedics, he in all probabiluy ren 
ders his Diſtemper deſperate and in- 
curable |! 

To delay Amendment and con: 
tinue 1n $1n, with intent of quitting 
it hereafter, 1s to wound our Con: 
ſciences with the {tings and remorſe: 
of Guilt, 02 purpole 0! licaling them 

agail 
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 Wel, again ſome time hence : Tis to refuſe 


e the. 
mty, 


to do what is in our power, and to 
| defer the doing 1t ti]l it may be out 
of our power 3 {Us to make our tu- 
ture work of Repentance much grea- 
ter, more grievous and dithcult than 
it would be at preſcnt, and yet to 
hope to ſet about it more Advantagl- 
ouſly in time to come : Tis to 1n- 
creaſe our Tack, to Ictlen both our 
Will and Ability to perform it with, 
and yet to think to perform it better 
under theſe Diſadvantages / 

To defer Converſion, 1s to perlilt 
becoming vain in our [maginations, 
erroneous 1n our Elections, corrupt 
13 our Perforinances, that afierwards 
we may become \Viſe, and retract 
with Bitterneſs of Sclt-condemning 
taoughts,0ur former vain JUG gments, 
wrong Choices, evil , ractices 5 taat 
we may upon change of Mind, Will, 
and Aﬀedions, call our elves fools 
a thouſand times for our former wic- 
ked goings aſtray 5 and may be a- 
ſhamed of, may ablher and grieve 

tor 
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for our paſt Impieties, as much ag 
ever heretofore we loved and de- 
lighted in them ; all theſe Abſurdj. 
ties and Follies Delay of Repentance 
implics ! Tis a refuſing to become 
well, and ſafe, and happy at preſent, 
and a referring our ſpiritual Welfare 
our everlaſting ſafety and happineſ; 

to the hazardous uncertainties of Fy- 
turity ! ; 
But do we act thus imprudently 
in other Affairs of far leſſer moment?! 
No certainly ; when Sick, we delay 
not the uſe of means for our Recove- 
ry; when Maim'd or Wounded, we 
apply our ſelves immediately to 2 
Cure 3 but when fick with Sin nigh 
unto death Eternal, when wounded 
in Mind by the Rebukes of Guilt 
contracted, and maimed in al} the 
Facultics of our Souls by the diforders 
of Impiety, ſo that from the Crown 
of the head to the ſole of the fee 
there 1s no whole part in us ; ya 
here we hug our Diſtemper, ſeem 
vnwilling to be cured at preſent, and 
defer 


early 
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defer the healing remedy Repen- 
- tance, till ſome further ſeaſon - but 
- ah that we ſhould be ſo wiſe and pro- 


vident in Temporals, and ſo careleſs 
and inconſiderate in Spirituals ! Ah 
that we ſhould be ſo much concern'd 
for the Body, and ſo little for the 
Soul ! 

Oh that men ſhould judge it too 
arly to become inſtantly ſecure of 
endleſs Salvation z when they are 
not ſecure of living till to mor. 
row, till the next moment Vain 
inadvertent Wretches/ That they 
ſhould be daily a dying, hourly 
{abject to Death, and yet promiſe 
themſelves ſome years hence the mak- 
Ing ſure of Eternal Life ! Certainly 
they know not what 1t means, of 
what value and importance it 1s, 
that they thus ſtupidly neglect it ! 


&h can they think God will leng- 
then out that Life which is a defign'd 
Courſe of Audacicus Defiance and 

wicked 
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wicked Rebellion againſt him ? Ah 
can they think he will ſo unwearied. 
ly wait to be Gracious unto them; 
Alas they contider not what Bond: 
and Fetters an Evil Cuſtom puts up- 
on the Soul ; how frequent Acts 
doing wickedly i improve 1nto a con 
firm'd habit, and an habit of Impiet 
becomes a ſecond Nature, almol; 
unrelinquiſhable 3 and yet do the 
1magine they (hall be freer to break 
looſe from Sin after a long-continuet 
Bondage therennto 2 Thar thai 
Chains of Iniquity will be the caſt 
ſhaken off, after they are Rivited bj 
Cuſtom and Inveteracy of wicke 
Practice ? 

Can we make too much haſte tc 
be Saved © To get out of a late 11s 
ble to Eternal Death and Condem 
Nation, into by {tate of (Vivine Grac 
and Favour 2 Are our Minds, Will 
and CE likely to be {ofter, 
more melting and impreflible witt 
tae ſorrows of Repentance, afte 

te) 
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they are Harden'd through the De- 
ceitfulnels of continued tfinning ? 
Will God's Grace the more abound 
towards us, the more we abound 1n 
Tranſgreſling againſt him 2 What 
Surety haſt thou, impenitent De- 
layer. but thy day of Grace may be 
ended before the day of thy Life ? 
But that not Believing and Repenting 
at preſent, hereafter may be. too 
Late 2 He that Believeth and Re- 
penteth not { ſays our Saviour ) is 
condemned Already. The Irrever- 
ſible Sentence may be Pronouncd on 
thee here, though Executed 10 ano- 
ther World. 

Repent Hereafter © Why, doſt 
thou conſider what Hereatter means ? 
It imports the utmoſt Hazard and 
Uncertainty : In reckoning on Fu- 
curity, thou reckoneſt on a thing out 
of thine own Power, and only in 
God Almighty's Diſpoſal ; for the 
Grace of Repentance (as all other 
Graces) is the Divine Gift ; and He 

C who 
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who has promited pardon to the Pe: 
nitent, has no where told us we can 
be penitent when we Plealc : On the 
contrary God has inform'd us, tha 
'tis his Spirit which works in us bott 
ro Will and to do of his Own Goo 
pleaſurez and canſt thou think h:; 
will work it, though never fo lony 
Refiited in the endeavour £ 'Thath 
Divine Patzence will never be tired 
the Treaſures of his Long-ſutferin 
be never exhauſted £ 


The Holy Scripture indeed tells u 
God waits to be Gracious, but hoy 
Long he warts we are not acquaint 
zd ; on the contrary itis written, 4/ 
*pirit ſhall not Alwajs ſtrive with man 
Fs Day if you will hear his woice, hu 
en nat your hearts. Seck the Lo 
while the may be found, call upon hi 
while he is wear. What can be ti 
;32eamng of theſe places of Sacre 
V/rit, but that if we neglect th 
preſent Accepted time, hereaft 


may be an unacceptable one? Þ! 
thi 


On deferring Repentarce, 29 
that if we hear not Now God's 
Voice calling us to Repentance , 
he may hereafter refuſe to hear our 
Voice calling to him for Grace, Ver- 
cy, and Acceptance £ But that if we 
negle&t the inſtant Seaſon of ſeeking 
the Lord while he may be found, and 


calling upon him while he is near ; 


there may and will come a time when 
he will not be found, a ſeaſon when 
he will be afar off with his Divine 
help and Aſliſtance 3 and when (as 
toly Dazzd ſays) 10 the great water- 
ficods, in the time of our bittereſt 
Dittreſs and Calamity we ſhall not 


come nigh him. Read 'Proverbs the 
Firſt, the 28 and 29 verſes, 


God deſpiſes that Death bed Re- 
pentance, when men leave ſin meccr- 
ly becauſe fin muſt Jeave them ; be- 
cauſe they can keep that and the 
World no longer 5 when being by 
conſtraint a going hence, they deſire 
© go unto God, rather than into the 

5 place | 
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place of Torments prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels : But no 1mpo- 
ſing upon Omniſciency : The ſear: 
cher of Hearts ſces that ſuch a for. 
ſaking of ſin is forced, imperted, 
towing from no right Principle, and 
therefore he values it not. 


Ah there 1s a time when God leave 


ſinners to themſelves, when they wil 
not by any means be perſwaded to 
leave their ſins; There 1s a certain 
meaſure of God's Grace and of man; 
Impieties, after which the Holy Spirit 
withdraws himſelf, and will not any 
longer be entreated : And how know: 
e{t thou, perſevering Impenitent, bu 
that if thou neglecteſ(t Grace and th: 
ſeaſon thereof Now, the meaſure 
thy ſins may hereafter be compleated, 


and both thy allowance of Grace,and fr 


the opportunity of making uſe of it 
may be over with thee & Which Got 
grant that it may not be. Amwn 


Amen, 
Th 


Wa 
D. 
th y 
ag 


ta 
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OST eMerciful Father, "Pati- 
Wy tient aud Long-ſu offering, who 
waiteſt to be Gracious, and yet whoſe 
Spirit will not always tris 'e with obſiz- 
ate impenitent ſinners 5 doſt Theu, O 
Lord, call unto #5, Behold Now 1s the 
ocepted Time, behold Now 15 the 
Day ot Salvation, and do we cry to 
morrow is ſoon enough, ſome Days or 
Fears hence will be as Acceptable a time 
as this preſent one ® Ah Mad-men 
the we are! Ah fooliſh Self deceiving 
Creatures | who ſhould krow beſt the 
Day of our Salvation, Thou cur God, 
the Author of it, or He 2 Who ſhould 
know beſs bow Lore iy Spirit will 
firive with ws? Fow Lorg [hou will 
wait to be Gracious £ O cauſe ws to 
Day, while 'tis cad 10 Day, to hear 
thy voice, ard not barden our hearts 
age TURE thy Inwuitations to Vit: 017. 
Fance, 


GC} Cams 
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Convince ws, bleſſed Lord, in order 
fo a prefent amendment, that tis ſont 
degree of hardening our hearts, not to 
biearken to thy Voice this Day ;, Thate. 
very continuance in ſin is one Advance 
more towards final lmpenitence 3 5 4 Yen- 
dering our ſuture Converſjon the more 
Grievons and Difficult, and onr Con- 
firmation in wickedneſs the Greater and 
zearcr to irreirievable : And in a ſen, 
of all this, wake #5 we beſeech thee, 10 
Hetire out of the ways of lniquity imme: 
dzately. 


For would we be willing to be ſar 
prized by Death, Tudement, and Eter. 
wal Torments in an Impenitent State? 
Vierld we be willing io be ſurmmond 
before ths Fe lgment-ſeat to give al 
Account of our Sleward/i-ip, beſo: "@ Our 
SECCONTDES are aiely Stated and nai 
wp & if we wond not, O canſe i thin 
to give atl 411rgerice at preſent to mak 
OV Cal/ing and ElefTion Sure 3 FO 2vOYk 
tre Relizions Work, = Which we well 
fert into this FE; id, 3) ile 'tis Dy 


fl ' fort 
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before the Nizht of Death cometh , 
wherein 'tis inpojjeble to work out our 
Satuation. 


Is there, Lord, any one of us bit 
world willingly iFepent and turn anto 
Thee ſouretinee before te Des £ becanjc 
otherwiſe he knows be cannot be fawed 5 
but who of is cer ve fure be ſball Fe- 
pent before Death, that delays the work 
till to morrow ? Fer who can tell what 
a Day may bring forth £ Cauſe us there- 
fore, Gracious God, to live every day 
as if it were 10 be our laſt, for that we 
know rot but it may be ſuch; Cauſe us 
to live ſo at preſent, as we ſhall wiſh we 
had done when we come to Dye : O 
graut we may not Dye with any Guilt 
upon our Conſciences, or any known [11 
unreperted of Grant that we may 
not put far from us the Evil Day, and 
thereby flatter our jclves into a ſtate of 
impenitence and endleſs Deſtruction 3 
but gtve us Grace to uſe wel! the means 
of Grace, and improve the opportuni- 
ties of Salvation, while they are merci- 

C 4 fully 
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J- ity afforded wi, eſs we provoke thee ont 


rod 19 yo ir in thy wrath, that ſuch 
ovfiznate rners hall never enter into 


Let, boiy Father, the uncertainty of 
the 179 of our Savicnur's coming 10 
TFrdgwient, cither to ihe univerſal one, or 
pak of each particular perſon ſoor afie 
his Death, make every one of us live in 
a corntiunal Keadineſs and Preparation 
for | #t 5 tizat we may not have our Ojl 
of grace t0 ſeek, OKY Lamp of 4 bal 
Converſation to Trim and Repleniſh, 
when we ſhould enter in with the Bride- 
groom of our Souls, Ch riſt Jeſus, into 
tis Aarriave- Feaſt : 'But grant that 
at what Seaton ſoever our Lord cones 10 
call us to an Account of the Talent; 
commiticd to our truſt, he may behold 
all our Nevis to his Divine Fuſlice 
ready Cancel'd, by our [Fepentance, 
thy my the Herits of tis Ribeds and 
jr 4g us perſercringly exploy'd in 
wood VVorks, Le may ſay nnto us, Wall 

one 
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dove Good and Faitlfl Scrvaris, 
Enter ye into your Majter's joy. Amen, 


bleſſed Feſu, Amen. 


EEO — —— — —— ——  — 


Meditation IV. 


On the eMalignity and Evil N ature 
of vi, 


Sin how comman art thou, and 

yet how little underſtood ! 
How Common, and therefore how 
little Dreaded and Abhori'd ! Did 
men conſider and underſtarid thee 
more, they would ſure Love and 
Practice thee Lels. 

Alaſs they conſider not thy direct 
oppolition to God's Soveraign Au- 
thority, ReCtitude of Will, and pu- 
rity of Divine Eſſence; thy contra- 
ricty to the Laws of Nature, of Rea- 
lon, and of Grace : How thou art a 
Violation of God's Revealed Will 
and Pleaſure in the Sacred Scrip- 

C5 tures 5 
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tures; Writings which contain no- 
thing but precepts Holy, Jaſt and 
Good ; and which conſequently ?tis 
our greateſt Intereſt and Advantage, 
as well as Bourden-Duty to obſerve; 
and our greateſt Diſadvantage as well 


as B}iſobedience to break and vio: 


late. 

They conſider nat, Sin, how op- 
polite thou art tO their own Perſonal 
\Welfare and Happineſs, Temporal, 
Spiritual and Eternal 5 bow Degrad- 
ing and Detiling to their Souls and 
Conſcience ; What an Ignominy and 
Reproa: ch to our Undcrſtandings 
vhat a Violence and Affront to our 
Acaſons, What a perverſion and 
wrong: byats of our Wills and Aﬀec: 
tions, what a cauſe of Regret = 
Dilquietids of Mind to thoſe vi 
voluntary Commit thee 3 how of 
- niive to God, how injurious to 
\ Fr, how pre; 20icial to the Com- 

1 Order, Peace, and Proſperity 
of ihe Univerſe, 


WW mat 
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What an angrateful Return thou 
art to the Divine Goodnels,Patience, 
and Forbearance ; how thou art an 
offering deſpite to the Spirit of Holi- 
ne, a Grieving, a Quenching, a 
tota! Driving it away from us; a 
Crucifying atreſh the blefled Son of 
God, a Treading tim under foor, 
and accounting ths Blood of the 
New-Covenant an unholy thing 3 a 
Rejection of all the Merciful Lerms 
and offers of Goſvel-Rcconciliation, 
a rendering the means and inſtru- 
ments of begertting Grace 10 us, 10- 
eftcctual 3 a chooſing Death, Eternal 
Deatn, rather than Life, Eternal 
wen a wiltul Treaſuring up of 
\rath againſt the day of Wrath and 
Revelation of ang Righteous Judg- 
ment of a provoi'd offended Deity ! 


Ail this, and much more, the Com- 
million of won n voluntary S191 1m- 
31ES 3 and Can we be {0 irrational, 


p! 
[13 Vie, a nd Dil-ingenuous, 1 Even 
T*Þ 'Y 

ike Bcafts before God, as to continue 


Poa CLCINg 


4&5 On the 1. iignity aud 
practicing vicious Impurity with 
Greedineſs, after having thus weighd 
and conſider'd, how Evil, how bitter, 
and Lothſom a thing i tis? Ohis there 
no knowledge, no underſtanding in 

the Workers of Impicty, 1s there 
no Shame, no Fear, no Regard 1n 
tzem to their Everlaſting Salvation, 
that they drink down Iniquity like 
ater, and Rufh into the occalions 
of their own Ruin, into the perfor. 
mance of all Wicked nels, as the War- 
Horſe ru{heth into the Battle, fcar- 
Ittly and inconſiderately ? 

Ah Vice, how ſtupifying a thing 
art thou ! What a polJuter firſt of our 
Souls and Conſcienccs, and after long 
Cuſtom of finning what a Jayer of 
tem Allcep? what an bardener of 

our hearts through thy continued 
and ki ly advancing deccitfulneſs ! 
Thou Wickednets art pleaturabic 
:naced in the AG, but alals how 
iranitent the Act, how vain ard in- 
conſiderable the pleaſure ! whereas 
{ae after-Memory of thee is torment- 
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ing, and much more exquiſite, much 
more Durable a Pain, than thy vi- 
cious Enjoyment was a Delight ! 
Alas! How art thou all over 
Diſorder and Irregularity, Madneſs 
and Unreaſonableneſls, Shame and 
Diſgrace , Depravity and Corrup- 
tion! How doſt thou render the 
practicers of thee the Objects of God's 
curſe and hatred, who is otherwiſe 
the moſt kind and benign being ; for 
God who 1s Love it {c]f, Love 1n the 
very Abſtract, does however infi- 
nitcly hate the Sinner, hates him 
even unto Death Eternal ! 

O the Guilt, the inexptable Guilt 
of 11a _unrepented of , that nothing 
leſs than an Eternity of puniſhment 
is 1ts Recompence ; that 1t ſhall ever 
be Attoning for, and yet never be 
Attoned ; that the precious blood of 
Jeſus, as infinitely ſatisfactory as it is, 
can yet never quench the infernal 
flames to whi:h ſin unforſaken ex- 
poles us ! 


All 
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Ah did men but thoroughly un- 
derſtand the Evil Nature of Sin, the 
baſeneſs, the turpitude, the Diſinge- 
nuiry and Ingratitude thereof, the 
Greatneſs of that Everlaſting Ven. 
geance, to which it renders Sinner; 
obaoxious,the full import of Damna- 
tion, i2amna!ion occaſioned through 
Neglect of {o great Salvation as that 
the Goſpel offers vs, no Temptation 
ſure wonld be big or prevalent 
enough to entice them to the wiltul 
commiliion of Itmpiety., but they 
would reject it with the ſame holy 
ſcorn and abhorrence, as Fojep did 
the impure follicitations ot his Feyp- 
izan Miitreis , crying out, How can 
we do this Great wickednefs, and fin 
againſt Goa, our Heavenly Fathers 
How can we do this great wicked: 
nefs, and {in againlt his Son our $ 
viour's molt plenteous and monday 
Redemptionr againlt the Holy Gho 

ur Sanctifier's molt kind, and ear- 
neft, and often repeats d Strivings 
With us to bring us to repentance? 
VV ho 


Evil Nature of Sin. C1 
who (wou'd we ſuffer him to do it, 
did we not reſiſt him by finning} 
would ſea}, would Confirm and Eſta- 
bliſh us in Grace unio the Day of 
Redemption | 

'Tis obſervable that St. *Parl de- 
ſcribing the odious and heinous Na- 
ture of ſin, knew not better what 
to call it than by 1ts own filthy im- 
pure Name , fioful fin ; that Sin, ſays 
he, might appear fin 3 and fin by the 
Commandment appeared exceeding 
finful : Any other Name than its own 
had been too Good for it, any ctner 
than its own wou!d have ſeemed to 
have Leflen'd its evil Quality. 

There is nothing in the Creation 
Irregular and Deformed, but as Sin 
aas defaced and brought a Curſe up- 
on it; Sin the Reverſe to all that's 
Great and Good, Praiſe-worthy and 
Honourable 3 the bane and Diſorder 
of Univerſal Nature : That which 
turned Angels of Light and Glory 
into Angels of Darkneſs and Conftu- 
ton 3 changed their once happy and 

Pure 
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pure Bcings into theunhappyneſs and 
impurity of Devils; which ex- 
pelled Mankind out of Paradiſe, | ex- 
pelled them at once out of a ſtate of 
Innocence and felicity : Sin , that 
which expoſed us to Sickneſs, Miſery, 
and Death Temporal of the Body, to 
Depravity of mind, Diforderlyneſs of 
Appetites, perturbation of paſiions, 
and the Spiritual Eternal Death of 
the Soul! 

'T was fatal impiety and tranſgref 
ſion which turned a fruitful Ede 1nto 
a barren Wilderneſs, turned the Gar- 
den of God intoa Seed-plot of Femp- 
tation for the Devil 3 Subjects the 
Creature unwillingly to bondage and 
Corruption, makes it Groan earneſt- 
ly for a Deliverance, for the Reno- 
vation and Reſtitution of al] things, 
when there ſhall be no more pain, 
Sorrow, Sickneſs, or Death ; becaulc 
no more fin the occaſion of them: 
no more Bodily Evil, becauſe no 
morc mental and moral evil. 


Evil Nat ure of Sin, 53 
Sin, 'tis the great Malady and Di- 
ſtcmper of the Soul 3 the deſtruction 
of its health , beauty, vigour, and 
Safety 3 that which puts it into apre- 
ternararal temper, puts all its powers 
and faculties out of order, renders 
it enflamed with violent paſitons, Sick 
with inordinate appetites, tortured 
with various and contrary deſires 
and is it not madneſs to be in Love 
with ſuch our Diſeaſe? To hug and 
Retain ſo much Spiritnal St:ckneſs 
and infirmity £ 
Sin 1s alſo the Death of the S2ul 
the Death of it to the Life of Grace 
and Vertue 3 the Death of it 
to the Quickning influences and 
Renewing Efficacy of Gods Spt- 
Titz the D-ath of it to any plea- 
{11g ſenſe, and Grateful Reliſh of D:- 
vine and Heavenly Good things and 
Is It not the higheſt imprudence to be 
Jocund and Merry amidſt a Dying 
condition ? Nay to be Dead, actually 
D-ad ſtupid, and benummed in Stns 
and treſpaſſes, and vet Alive, deligh- 


ied 
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ted in, and well-pleaſed with fuch 
our calamitous eſtate £ 

Sin is likewiſe the moſt abject Slz. 
very of the Soul, that which render, 
us the Szrvants of Corruption; : 
Slavery of it to impure luſts and yi. 
ces, to Tyrannous evil cuſtoms and 
habits, to the over-ruling Tempts. 
tions of the D-vil, who leads wilfy| 
ftinners Captive at his pleaſure; 
And 1s 1t not folly to be Gratified 
and Contented with ſuch a Szrvile 
ſtate, with fuch a bale and loathſome 
Drudgery ? 


Sin 'tis oppoſite to all God's glo- 
rious Attributes and Perfecions ; fo! 
if we conſider his Soyeraignty of Do 
minion, Sin is Diſpbedience and Re: 
bellion ; if his Wiſdom, 'tis Folly and 
Madneſs in contradicting it 3 if ht 
Power, 'tis Impotency in vainly de- 
fying it 3 if God's Juſtice is refpeRed, 
Sin 18 Iniquity ; it his Goodneſs and 
Forbearance, 'tis Difingenuity and 
Unthankfulneſs 3 ifhis Holyneſs and 

Purity, 
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Evil Nature of Si. 65 
Purity, 'tisthe Greateſt Pollution and 
Degeneracy 3 if his Truth and Ve- 
racity, Sin is Falſchood and Error ! 
So that Sin being contrary to the 
pure and holy Nature of God, which 
15 the Original Pattern and Standard 
of all good; Sin confequently muſt 
needs be the Top, the Abſtract and 
Epitome of all Evil: And ought ſuch 
a thing to be the Object of our 
Choice, of our Love and Approba- 
tion, of our practice and proſecu- 
tion ? 

Sit contains 1f it the very format 


| Nature of Hell and future puniſh» 


ment 3 for what makes Hell 2 What 
but the Heliiſh , that 1s, the wicked 
impure tempers and diſpoſitions of 
the wretches inhabiting it £ which 
evil tempers of mind would prove 
new unhaypy owners internal Tor- 
ment and Di.quietude, were there no 
External Lake of fire and brimſtone, 
a Os {amcs and utter Dark- 
ITlt, 


Nay 
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Nay Sin is not only the principal 
2nd conſtituent part of Hell, but al- 
ſo a much worſe and far Greater F- 
vil than Hell it (ſelf; for Hell 1s Good 
for ſomething, to take vengeance on 
the finally impenitent and aifobedy 
ent, and thereby to vinaicate God's 
Juſtice and Holineſs, but fin ſerves 
only to abuſe his Grace and Good- 
neſs ; Hell was of Gods making, Sin 
of the Devils : Nay Hell was made 
in pitty to Mankind, to deter them 
from coming into that place of Tor- 
ments, but Sin offers violence to Hell, 
as if it were the ſeat of Happineſs; 
forces open the Gates of that Infer- 
nal fiery Furnace, dragging men inio 
it much againſt the Will and Reſcu- 
ing Endeavours of their Creator, Pie- 
ſerver, Sanctifier and Redecmer ! 


O Sin, where is thy profit 4 when 
as thy Loſs 15 that of our 1mmoirtal 
Souls ! that of Heaven, of pcace of 
Mind, end Joys in the Holy-Ghot 
un- 
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unſpeakable and full of Glory ! 
Where thy pleaſure & when-as thy 
Torment is that of a guilty diſquiet- 
ed Conſcience,that of continual dread 
of Divine Puniſhment, that of ſhort 
empty Delights, and after vexatious 
Reflections on them 3 that of an 
Afflictive ſenſe of having no Lot 
or Portion in the Love and Enjoy- 
ment of God, an infinite Good ! 


Sin muſt needs be the greateſt E- 
vil, the worſt of any thing which is 
Enemy to either God or Man ; be- 
cauſe 'tis God's uſual method to pu- 
niſh fin with ſin, when all his other 
Reclaiming Eſſays of Providence 
have through the obſtinacy of the 
ſinner proved ineffectual 3 TI will 
chuſe their deluſions, ſays God, and: 
give them over to their Iniquities 5 
he that is unjuſt let him be unjuſt 
{till ; and he that is filthy, let him be 
filthy (till : As if to be a Sinner was 
miſery ſufficient 3 and no vengeance 
tor 
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tor Impiety like that of being permit: 
ted a continuance therein. 


The exceeding Great Malignit) 
of Sin 1s in nothing more ſeen than 
in this, that 1t coſt God more to Re: 
deem the World than at firſt to Cre. 
ate it ; coſt him but the fut of hi 
Will, but a Word's ſpeaking to mak: 
it out of Nothing, but ſtood him at 
the invaluable Expence of his Son: 
Blood to Ranſom it out of work: 
than Nothing, a polluted, ſinful, ſelf 
undone Condition : Art God's Cres 
tion of the World there was onh 
want and abſence of previous matte 
whercout to make it, no repugnant 
iravtitude, no contrariety 1n the ſub- 
ject whereby 10 the leaſt to obſirud 
or retard the Divine Eftcacy 3 where 

< in the Reaemption of the lol 

World, there was the deep rooted 
Corraption of our Nature, inveters 
cy of Eyil Cuſtom and: Habit, depr: 
Vit ity of Affection, and perverſen 
of Man's Will to be conflicted go 
al 
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and overcome by ' God's Spirit, by 
his holy Word and Szcraments, be- 
fore the Ranſome purchaſed could 
be applyed, and made Savingly Effe- 
Fual : So much more 1s there 1n Sin 
of inconquerableneſs and Difficulty 
of ſubjetion than in the moſt dith- 
cult and miraculous material product 
of an Almighty power! 

O let but oar thoughts carry usto 
the places of our Szviours bitter Ago- 
nies and Suffcrings, and there let us 
behold him greatly Amazed and fore 
troubled , Sweating great drops of 
blood, bowing beneath the weight 
of his Fathers D.ſpleaſure , crying 
out, Father if it be poſitble, let this 
cup paſs from me; and at laſt ſuffe- 
ring on a painiul and Ignominious 
Croſs thoſe extream torments both of 
body and mind 3. which the fins of 
all Mankind had deſerved, which 
nene but the Manhood in Conjun- 
Con with the Godhead could -have 
undergone , and which were abun- 
dantly Sufficient to Explate the __ 

O 
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of the whole world, and of multi 


tudes of Worlds, were mult. 
tudes really exiſting : Let us conf: 


der our Bleſſed Lord ſuffering al 
this, though without Sin in himſcl; 
only becaute he had taken it on hin 
by Imputation, and by becoming ou 
Sureiy, bore the 1n1quities of us all: 
and then let us, if we can, continu: 
to think fo Lightly, fo harmleſly 6 
Sin as we do: Here's a fight, ou 
Redceemers Crucifixion , which a 
once (hews his ineſtimable Love tc 
us, and the mighty Malignity of Sin 
1n that nothing Leſs than his preciou 
Bloodſhed, that Seal of the New 
Covenant, could Atone Divine Ju 
[tice, and do away the Guilt, thi 
Condemnation of our impicties ! 


The Prager, 


Thou immaculate "Purity , Thu 
perfely holy and Righteous Di 
wine ' Being, who haſt manifeſted th 


Love to holyneſs,and thy Hatred again) 
a 
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all impiety chiefly in ſending thy Yor 
into the World, by his pure Example 
and by bis holy Do@rine to defiroy the 
ſinful works of the Dewil, and to pro- 
mote a Life of uj rizhtneſs 5 O that thoje 
Excellent Graces which ſhined jo em- 
nently in our Saviour may be formed 
within us thy ſervants the tHope of 
Glory; that the life which we herice- 
forth lead in the Fleſh, may be by the 
Faith of the Son of God : Conform us 
we bejeech thee to his Image in Holineſs, 
raking us partakers of «a Divine N a- 
THYE, 


2b, bleſjea Þ.97d, tis rot the Guily, 
tis net the Condemnation of fiat we fo 
wnch defire to be deliver'd from, as tire 
foul lain and pollution, as the Reigning 
power and prevalency thereof; deſiroy 
ben Vice within us as well with reſpe&# 
to the inward T.ove and Approbation, 
a to the outward 4 and Performance - 
Vhile we are in the World preſerve us, 
voly Father, from the Corvuptions of 


1 


the World 5 ſuffer not fin jo have Do- 
T - 
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minion our ns in any kind, for we ar: 
rot under ihe Law, but under Grace; 
O may thy Grace be ſufficient for us; 
Keep us, holy Spirit, by thy pown 
thorough Faith unto Salvation , Lt 
not Sir eigen in our mortal ' Bodies, 
that we ſhould fulfil the luſts thereaf ; 
bat Grant Fo thy good Spirit, thy hol 
Word, and heavenly Graces may ben 
fray in us and abound, 


Twra cur Eyes from beholding ffi 
wanit Y, and cauſe thou us to make mul 
of thy Law. 9, give us t0 behold mor: 


ef the malignant N ature of Sin; 


the Turpitude, Folly, Bajeneſi, ani 
ingratitude thereof; and then ſhall wi 
zre thoroughly Grieve, Deteſt, ani 
Reſolve on the abandoning of it, 


Convince us, gracions God, that Si 
tis the greateſt of Evils, and then (hal 
we betake our ſelves to Thee the greatt 
of Goods 5 work itn ns that Elolare J 
wil oo: f which we not only Shall 5:0t, bi 

aljo Canmot fee Thee theLord, Tas On j 
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4 natural Incapacity in us : for Sccivg 
Thee, O divine Objed of birffedreſs, 
imports Enjoying thee a ſeeing Thee 
with Delight aud SatisfaGFions and this 
we can never do unleſs we firſt become 
Like Thee iz Parity,zn the holy Tempers 
and Diſpoſutions of our Souls : 0 lay 772 
» that Foundation of ſuture Happineſs, 
Grace ; the Hope and Qualification of 


inheriting Endlejs Glory ! 


I ord we are poor, aud blind, and 
naked ; blind as to true ſaving Know- 
ledze, operative by Lowe 5 poor and 
naked as to any inherent Acceptail: 
Righteouſneſs of eur eas O bt ws be 
cloatF'd upon with the [Foes of thy 
perfe® imputed Righteonſneſs ; we are 
Dead in ſins and treſpaſſes, O do thor 
Quicken, do Thou Raiſe us up to New- 
neſs of Life aud Obedience : *Purgeour 
Conſciences ſrom dead Works, that we 
may henceforth ſerve more Acceptably 
thee the Everlivitg God, 


D 2 Lt 
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Tt our lives be a continual Endeaus. 
wvour of jibduing in our ſelues the Low 
of Sin , of becoming Cnamoured with 
the Beauty of Holineſs, of becoming Lik 
thee therein, more Approved of by thee, 
aria every way ſuch as Thou would 
have us to be 5, Cleanſe us, O God fron 
ail filtlineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, 
and cauſe us to endeavour after th 
perfe Hing of Holineſs in thy fear : And 
rtlew Holineſs the chief ingredient 
Heaverly Happineſs being our New 
iNature, being the fix'd Temper and 
Habit of our {\xceencrate Minds, m 
hall be both Meet for Heaven, and on 
Souls will Tend thither as to their prope 
place, aud moſt deſrreable ſtate of En- 
jozreent, Amen, Amen. 
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Meditation V. 


On Watchfulreſs againſt Sin aid 
Temptations, 


'Hat this is a Duty, our Saviour 
teaches us 5 Watch and Pray 
ſays he, that ye enter not into Ti dig 
tion ;, that > come nor. within the 
reach or $rit Enticements there 
of : And St. *Pecter exhorts, 'Be je 
ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your Aa- 
werfary the Devil goes about as a roars 
ing Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour, 
He watches for our Ruin and Sc- 
duction, and therefore we 01 oO to 
watch for our own preſervation ; he 
is diligent to > betray Us, nd there- 
fore it imports u3 to be very carcial 
that we avoid his trea cherous Snares? 
He walketh aboat, is never at Reſt 
irom attempting our Cor rruption, 
ſeeks occaſions, lies in wait to offer 

D 2 us 


£6 Watchfulneſs againſt 
us ——_— then when he (ind; 
ue moſt unguarded,then when he find; 
our hearts molt hght and vain, and 
conlequery muit liable tO Entertain 
his Suggettions - He watches wha 
finf.l Allurement is likelieſt to take 
EMFeRt vith us, by means of his ob- 
{erving what our General Tempe: 
of bedy molt inclines us to, or what 
our occaſional diſpoſition "of Mind 
renders us the moſt ſubject to com: 
ply with 3 and he baits his hook 
with ſuch a Temptation as 1s moſ: 
agreeable to our ſinful Inclination, 
which he hath aforchand diſcover, 
or at leaſt {hrewdly Gheſt at 5 and 
therefore it nearly concerns us t0 
Guard our ſelves againſt him witt 
Watchfulneſs ; to keep us from thoſ: 
ſins we are moſt inclinable to, that 
tzey gain not the Dominion over us; 
to keep us from Conſtitutional Sing 
to which our Tempers byaſs us; 
from thoſe of frequent occurrence, 
from fins of Infirmity, which being 
Leſſer ones, are on that account let 
© bier: 
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Obſervable and Dreaded, and confe- 
quently the more Dangerous; to be 
very careful to avoid the Occalions 
of ſinning, the pre-diſpolitions, means 
and opportunities leading thereun- 
to; to ſhun the very fnews and Ap- 
pearances of Evil - In ſhort.to watch 
againſt all Sin and Temptation in 
General, 

There is no Condivon of life free 
from its Enticements to (inning z they 
are apt to 1ntermingle theimſclves 
with whatever we Think, Speak or 
At : Wealth and Proſperity is a 
dangerous Temptation to the ſinful 
Abuſe of Divine Bleflings into Ex- 
cels and Wantonneſs, into Pride and 
Carcleſneſs, into Forgetiuineſs of God 
and our Duty owing to Rims and 
Want and Adverſity is a ſtrong (tho' 
undue) Provocative to Diitruſt and 
Diftdence of God's Gootnels & pres 
f1ding Care over us, is an Incitement 
to Murmuring, Impattence and Di(- 
content with his Providential Dit- 
pen{ations: So that in every ſtate. we 

D a are 


68 On Watchfalzcſs againſt 
fe and Infſecure 1n every 
| Sin lies at the door to ſ{urpriz 
and A tiault us 5 its Snares arc ſpread 
ir 4% Every waere, though we are 
:fenfib!2 of them, though perhaps 
fr the -reiunt they have not 1n any 
3 inftarce Caught and Entaigled 
Bg-2 ob wacn we live thus among 
vic!ons Eats and [Iangers , alway 
cer, always EXpOsd to 'Em, Ought 
we N95 to be Extream wary and vigi- 
tant 2 


Alafs, the Partition Line between 
Lawful and Unlawful is fo ſmall and 
narrow, that the paſlage irom one to 
the other is but a Step, or rather (if 
we advert not) a ſudden and ea 
Slip z The utmoſt Freedom in things 
Allowable, is a Bordering on the 
contines of Difallowable 3 nay, not 
only a Bordering upon vwhat's profit 
bited , bur alfo an 4 azardous Temp- 
tation thereunto : We muſt not come 
Nigh a Peſt-houſe, 11 we would not 
bc iafccted with its Contagion. 


Temp- 
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Temptation is indeed the Subjzct- 
Matter and Exerciſe of Vertue ; ſo 
fir from Moral Evil in 1t ſelf, that 'tis 
the Tryal and Improvement of our 
Graces; the Tryal of an honeſt np- 
right Hicart, of our ſincere Love to 
God and Goodneſs, of our refoived 
Conſtancy in the ways of Holy Obe- 
dience : But however 13 a pcrilous 
proof of our Vertue; and b=tter be 
without the Proof, than without our 
Innocency 3 better be out ot the reach. 
of Temptation, than by coming 1n 
Its way, endanger our being over- 
power'd therewith, Yet ſince we 
can never be wholely out of the 
Reach of Temptation, at leaſt out of 
a Liableneſs thereunto, good Reaſon 
have we to be continually watchful 
and circumfpect over our Hearts and 
our Bchaviour, that (in throvgh its 
Decenfulneſs Gain not upon us. 


For Satan's wicked Allurements, 
his vicious ſuggeſtions could never 


take hold on us, would never find 
Ds Admit 


7O On Vatchfulneſs againſt 
Admittance into our fouls, were not 
the way prepared for their Entranc: 
by our evil Luſts and corrupt Appe. 
oo thoſe Foes of our own Houk: 
hold ; who like Ireacherous falſe 
friends in a Bcſfieged Cittadel,ſet open 
the G:tes thereof in time of Reſt and 
Security, for the Befiegers to enter 
in at : Let us chicfly therefore have 
an obſervant eye over our own 
Hearts , endeavour onr utmoſt to 
tree them of all impurities, and be 
of God taat he would cleanſe the 
Tron ghts, the Detires of our Heart, 
DY the Inf MTiration of his moſt Hol 
Spirit 3 and then we might bid ak 
Deflance to all the evils wicked 
olicitations, to all the Worlds entice 
ng FIAtterics 


\Ve are apt to ſay of Smaller fin; 
© (39s of - WWtiins e Fratlty and Irfirmi- 
ty , of fome Boſom Lult, as Lot did 


of Zowr 5 18 it nota Little one , ant 


ray Soul {hall ive? But ah how do 
we deceive our ſe!yes with ſuch vail 
words! 
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Sin and { eriptaiions. -] 
words | For can any Sin be Small; 
which is an offence againſt an mfr 
nitely Great and Glorious i2tvine 
Majeſty 2 which 1s a violation cf an 
Holy, Juſt, and Good Law ? can any 
fin be Small, the wages whercot 1s 
Death Eternal? The Price of whole 
Expiation was the precious Eloodſ{hed 
of the Son of God ? 

The Diſtintion of fins into Grea- 
ter and Lefler ones, 15 made not in 
regard that Lefler fins for their mat- 
ter, are not Great ones in their Ey1l 
Quality z are not great Repugnan> 
cies to the Divine Purity, highly dif- 
pleaſing unto God, equally expoſing 
of us with Greater Vices to the Sen- 
tence of Condemnation, and to a 
ſuffering the vengeance of Eternal 
fire; but for that they are Leſſer 
breaches of the Eſtabliſhed Order 
and Harmony of things in this World, 
Offer Lefs violence to the checks of 
our Conſciences, are Leſs offences 
againſt the well-fare of our brethren, 
or ſmaller injuries to our own Tem- 

poral 


m2 OnVWatclfulneſs againſt 
r oral Intereſts, whether of Mind or 
Lody, of Goods, or Good-Name: 
However in ftrictneſs of ſpeaking 
Small Sins are of a great Guilt, be- 
cauſe more eaſily Reliſtible, becauſe 
the Temptation to them is Lighter, 
and therefore a complyance with it, 
is an Evidence of great Degeneracy 
ot Spirit, of an evil Heart within , 
which chooſes fin with Litde Bait in 
g7cart meaſure for Sinnings lake - The 
Weakneſs of Afaults from Leſſer 
Temp! {4t10nS , adcis tO the INCXCulas 
blencſs of our Cowardice, if we (ufler 
tnera-to vanquiſh us; and thetrcfore 
ncy ought the more unyieldingly to 
Ve Withitcod, 
i nis then being my Duty, watch- 
fulnels againſt all iNqQuity, againſt all 
Temprations, all Occaſions Trending 
the FELNTO, { will by the . Grace ot 
God, be very dultgent in the Zxcr- 
ciſofit: And dothou,0 God, ſtr ng 
L2cn my Purpoſes, confirm my Refo- 
HUtONS, 6h} iſt my ſincere Endeavour 
Ot 0UIVINg aganilt £17, of Reſiſting all 
its 


The Prayer. 73 
15 Allurements, of being brought un- 
der the Dominion of none of them : 
O Lord lead me not, permit me not 
to be led into Temptation, but De- 
liver me from all evil, both Voral 
and Natural, Corporal and Spiritual; 
for thine is the Kingdom, the Fower, 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen, 


The. Prajer. 


THOU Divine Supporter of the 

week, thou firengtbuer of ſuch as 
do ſtand,and Kaiſer up of them that fall, 
beat down Satan under our feet 5, we 
are beſet with Spiritual Enemies , ws. 
luce 20 might to telp our ſelves agai: ft 
the Great Company of Temptations 
which dazly aſſault us 5 our eyes are 0n- 
[y upon thee, from whom alone cometh 
cr Health and Salvation : Help Lord, 
ar we periſh; help, or we are Ruin'd 
Eternaily ;, ſtretch forth thy Right band 
to ſave us, or w2 ſink in the waves of 
vicious Allurements, which {o impetu- 


ont; 
W 


74 The Prager. 

ouſly beat againſt #4 5 O be Thou plu 
fed to ſpeak thoſe Tempeſts into a Calm: 
do Thou either Reſtrain the unruly ni 
ters of ſtrife, ſinful Aſſaults, which a 
ready to come in, even unto our Soul! 
or elſe Aiſijt ana bear #s up that itt 
may not overwhelm us: Suffer #s 
O Lord, to be Tempted above that n 
are Able, but together with tte Temii 
tion make a way to eſcape, that we mi 
reſolutely withſt1nd it 5 and havir 
aone all, may ftand, 


O make ns diligent is all our D 
tres, watchful againſt all Temptation 
that they never become a ſnare to catt 
and entangle us 5 but cauſe ws to Rejj 
marfully according to our Baptiſmal & 
gagement, the World, the Fiefh, and tl 
Devil; ſtriving againſt ſir, againſt 4 
wicked Enticements, Provecations, ani 
Opportunities leading thereunto t And i 
all our pions confiics makes us ml 
than Conquerors through Chriſt whii 
ſtrengthens us, 


Q) hui 
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1 he "Prager. _ 
pla O holy Father,Thou Preſerver of men, 
alm: the *Prince of this world Satan cometh, 
' m hecometh to ſearch and to {ry ws + O 
han Grant he may find nothing in us to cloſe 
'oul: with his Temptations : keep us from ſin, 
the keep #5 from every evil way of the Ne- 
5 m ſtroger, Deliver us from all our Ghoſs- 
tn ly Adverſaries, for we fly unto Thee to 
whh ſecure and tide us : O pluck our feet out 
mm of the wicked (dt which they pave pri- 
wir wvily layd for our ſouls, 


We fly nnto thee O thou Hefuge of all 
D; thoſe who put their 1rnſe in thee, we fly 
jon mnto thee to {Fepel and Quench all the 
ati fiery aarts of the Devii  Iet him not 
ſj have any Advantage ouer us, but give 
' & 75 ſtrength 12 tin? any of batile and 
lj; boly Contention 5; Grant that thy Kin g- 
| dom may daily {7 je,aud the K ingaort 
an Of Satan dayly fail in our hearts. 
yr Lord, We wrefilz net only with fleſb 
ti and blood, with the Corruption s of our 
own Nature, but with "Principalities 
and Powers, with Spiritual wicked- 
hol neſjes 


76 The "Prayer. 

z:ffes in high places O Give ws ther. 
fore Power in thee our God 5, et th 
Spirit be Jafficient for #1,let thy ſtrengt 
be manifeſied in our weakneſs, and mat; 
#5 in the concluſion mightily to prevail 
Canſe vs to take unto our ſelues th 
whole Armour of Goa , to watch ati 
pray, to faſt and mourn, and ſtrive on 
utmoſt againſt in and 1 cemptation 5 thi 
having fought a good fight, arid frraſhe 
our courſe,and hept the faith, tenceforil 
wisy be laid up for us a Crown of Rith 
teonſneſs, a Crown which fadeth ni 
away, Eternal in the Heavens. Amen 
Amen, 


Maugitation 


5 5A Luca 
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Mcdication V I. 
Acainſt the Sin of Pride. 


Yaide! How incongruous a thing 
[? tO 2 POOF Indigent, Dependant 
Creature! To a compound of Vile- 
nels _ Corruption, 'of Mifery, and 
Folly 7 whoſe foundation being 
in the Duſr, o:ght to humble him 
thither from whence he was taken. 
Pride was not made for Man, 
ſays Solomon, it Becomes better any 
_ part of the Creation; for 
they {till Retain that beautiful Good- 
neſs at firſt impreſs d upon them by 
their Divine Maker 3 the Stormy 
wind and Tempeſt, the Sea and rag- 
ng Floods, as boiſterous and unru- 
ly as they be, are yet Elements ful- 
filing God's Word 3 The Moon ob- 
ſzrves her certain ſeaſons, and the 
Sun knoweth his gcaing down : All 
Nature keeps its Regular - Courſe at 


irlt ordain'd it 3 only Man, Irregular 
Man 


78 Aeainſt the Sin of Pride, 
Man has Deviated from his primity 
ſtate of Oraer and Innocence, an 
thereby has Degraded himiclf bely 
the very Beaits which perith : oth 
tis muca more a matter of profoun 
bumbling to Manthat immortal Co 
ruption was his Off-fpring, than th 
Mother Earth, Natural Corruptio 
was the Parent-principle of his fo 
mation. 

To be proud, and yet to be a By 
gar, to live upon Alms 3 what a Sok 
ciſm, what an inconliitency is i 


And yet thus it is with us5 we a 
Beggars of our dayly Bread fro: 


God, or at leaſt ſhould be ſuch, 
we poſſeſs, all we Are, was Orip 
no from him 5 we are his Penſi 
ners and Alms-People : 4nd how 
ſufferable a thing then is Pride i 
Van, how indecorous ! ib. haſt thu 
fays the Apoſtle St. */P2ul, which tt 
didjt not Receive, and yet boaſteſt tin 


a” if thou heAſt not Received it £ Surel 


all boaſting 1s excluded, where wha 


ever we have 18 of Grace, and notc 


Deb 
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Againſt the Sin of Pride, 79 


i} Debt, is cars 11 Truſt only , not in 
| Propricty ! 


Ah *twas this {in of Pride, which 
firſt brought fin into the world ; 
which firſt came into it, and which 
will Laſt go out of it - Ambition was 
as early as Nature, and Adam was 
little ſooner a Man, than he Aſpired 
tobe as God , knowing Good and 
Evil - But alaſs, 'twas this his undue 
Aiming at fo Great a height , which 
was the occaſion of his fall 3 and he 
knows now Evil, only by the Loſs 
and Privation of Good ! 


Pride, 'Twas this turned the Apo- 
ſtate Angels out of Heaven , which 
made even that infinitely Blifful 
place uneaſte to them, while proudly 
reaching at the incommunicable Pre- 
rogatives of the Deity, that Aſpiring 
lin changed their Angelick Nature 
into that of Devils - And 'tis this 
Vice of pride which is more or leſs an 
Ingredient in all the wickedneſs com- 

mitted 


SO Againſt ite $74 of Pride, 
mitted by degenerate Mankind þ ,, 
every wilt] in; quity 15 a rcjei ab 
the Divine Authority and Son Vera: 1 
ty of God, and a  Vertual layin th 
within our ſelves, Who is Lord oy ot 
us * 1 
Tis this fin of excetiive 8 >cli-Lon 41 
anc too good an opinion of OUron j, 
 —_ which includes 13 it C 
1:xture of the greatelt foily 3 for! y 
implies miſ-apprehention and Err : 
Ignorance and Inconſideration 3. | 
norance of thoſe Impertections an 
Deformities,Sins and Seeds of Miſer p 
within us, which were they diſcoy: ;, 
red muſt needs humble and abaſe us: 


Pride 1n a Man's boſome ! it creat: 
both uneaſineſs to himſelt ang. «. 
others about him ; while it makes hit 
Envy Superiours, take to Heart ti 
flights of Equals , and even to rat 
with paſiton at the Diſrc{pect of fink x 
riours. O is this vice of over-t 
ting our f{clves keeps us Strange ( 
at 


0 
Ah how troubleſome a Gueſt | q 
F 
c 
a 


Againſt the $71 of Pride. 8x 
5h it home, makes us unjuſt Cenſurers 
<it, broad 3 Cauſes us to think too high- 
"9! ly of our own worta, too meanly of 
1), that of others ; tis this binders our 

N growing Wiſer and Better, our ima- 
ining we are wife and good enough 
Loy already : But alaſs did we fee all we 
"OW Jack, we ſhould ſoon fall in our own 
21! Conceit, and wilh for much more 
for! Wiſdom and Goodneſs than we 
ITT have. 
5 | 
Al Pride / nothing more looſes a man 
ſer Friends, and Gains bim Encmies 3 
OV nothing more renders hin an object 
-U of univerſal Scorn and Contempt : 
| fo that the proud perſon by Pride 
| | defeats his own Aims 53 he chailenges 
eat Honour as his due, but by unduly 
+ % challenging it, he reaps DViſ-reſpect 
BI! and Derifion. 


[2% But above al}, nothing more than 
Ink Pride renders us the Scorn and Ha- 
-I* tred of God; the Lord beholdeth 
&& the lowly with an Eye of Love and 

p APPro- 


82 Againſt the Sin of Priac. 
Approbation, but the proud &: hi 
knoweth afar off, Pſalm 328. wi E 
the 6th. Nothing allo more obitrus 
the holy Influences of the 21vin 
Spirit upon our Hearts 3 God reſjþ (i] 
eth the proud, but giveth grace to th 0 
humble, 1*Pet 5.5, He has but ty li 
Habitations wherein he more <ine R 
ally delights to dwell, Heaverr, an g 
the Soul of him who is of a --9#14 © 
and bumble ſpirit, If. £7.15. Onth al 
contrary, nothing is more opock F 
to the Nature of the Deity, or troth C 
Humiliation of his bleſſed Son Chri 
Jeſus, than Pride and Haughtine| 
And therefore our Saviour thoug U 
the Brightneſs of his Father's Glon 9 
and the Expreſs Image of hi: Perſor b 
who thonght it no Robbery to k H 
equal with God, yet took on hit t] 
the form of a Servant ; came not t t 
be miniſter'd unto, but to Miniſter C 
appeared 1n a mean and low cond: 
tion, that he might teach us Med { 
nes and Lowlineſs of Heart ; the fil E 


Goog diſpoſition for the Receipt 0 "1 
hi 


Againſt the Sin of Pride 82 
| þ his Self-denying Goſpel, and of all 
ve, Evangelical Graces. 

TU 
ivin And indeed, What have we poor 
ej, filly Worms and no Men, to be proud 
3 # of 2 What ſhould hindzr orr Homi- 
tm ulity ? Alaſs how do Argels fo much 
0 Raisd above us 1n Excellency, An- 
:n; gels who {ce our Vileneſs by reaſon 
-1:j;, of finning, how do they both pity 
nth and wonder at our Pride! At our 
ci; Folly of being exalted 1a our own 
oth Conceits above Meafure ! 
hr 
1c They though they much tranſcend 
oug us In Rnowlage, in Beauty, in 
lon Strength, and all other Endowments 
rſo! both Natural and Meral, yet are they 
o Humble and Modeſt ; they cover 
hic their faces before God, and caſt down 
ot t their Crowns at the feet of the Lamb 
ter. Chriſt Jeſus acknowledging him a- 
"nd; lone worthy to be praisd - The 
ed ſenſe they have that their Anzclick 
fir Excellencies however Great and Glo- 
pt « TlOus, are yet Finite, and derivec 
ll fr 003 


84 Againſl the Sin of Pride. 
from their Creator ; their ſenſe of} 


Divine Pertections infinitely lt 


mounting theirs keeps them meer ar 
lowly 3 and the Abundance of the 
Celeſtial Revelations by this mex 
no way puffs them up, but rend: 
them the more Thankful, the mo 
{enfible of God's Goodnels unto the: 
Let Them therefore be our Patter 
of Humility ; nay rather let the eve 
bleſſed Jeſus be our E Example herein 
who has directed us to learn of him 
for he was meek and lowly, thou 
the moſt High God / 


Ah 'its but _— var felv 
With the Deity, and then twill a 
pear how there is no compariſon þ: 
tween us; what vile Creatures at 
miſcrable Sinners we are, ana wh. 
an infinitely Glorious Feirg, and ir 
maculate Purity is God ! and 1 
the ſenſe of his Greatneis ang Glo 
will I:ffen and humble vs 1n cur 0 
Conceitss Amen, bleficd Saviou 
Amen 


Tl 
Fo 


The Frazer. 


1HOUD King of Glory, who 
dwelleſt in the Heaven of Hea- 


| wens, and yet condeſcendeſt to look 


down from the habitation of thy Holy: 
reſs on us poor Onworthy Mortals , 
whoſe foundation is in the Duſt , and 
eur Sojourning in houſes of Clay 5 we 
beſeech thee take up thy Glorious teeft- 
dence in our Hearts, oy baniſhing thence 
the (in of pride ad Self concett 5 b; 
poſſeiſing us with high Rewverential 
thoughts of thy Divine e/Majeſts . 
which may make us appear eHean, and 
Low, and Deſpicabl2 in our own a)bre- 
tenſions: O that we HI4j appear fact 

'ow in thy "Preſence 5, for that tho 
Relief the Proud, but giveſt (zrace, 
an Increaſe of Grace unto the Fumble : 
tumble us therefore , O Lord, amic lie 
theſe our Dewvatioes , that 1hou may, ff 
exalt us in thy due ſealon. 
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86 T he Prager. 


e/lorlifie in #8 at preſent all Hay). 


tineſs of Spirit 5 for what more incu 
gruous than Pride, and a Lowly By, 
ging Supplication > What more inc: 
gruous than a Diſplay of aur wants, « 
Achnowledgment of our Vileneſs an 
Nependance, an Imploring of Mer, 
and Kelief, (all which import || 
deepeſs Humility ) and yet a ſelf-co 
ceited, Arrogart, aud Lofty temper 
eMind ? O grart it may no longer be, 
Sway over #5 5 Grant that we may! 
cloatked with Fumility, that we mi 
fee the imperfe ions of our beſt Service 
e/Make ag pure 11 Heart , yet Poor | 
oarit 5 wile in our own Eycs that n 
2425 be precioxs in thy (ight : Strike! 
with a deep and lively jenſe of our wri 
« hedneſs by reaſon of [inning 5 and mi 

#3 as Hliumable, as we are Vicked. 
What, O Lord, are all the Nation 
of the Eerth if compared with T hee, i 
Creator and Supream Governour of 4 
things? What? but as a drop of i 
Bucket, and as the ſmall duſt of i 
hallance & How may we ther jujily bly 
ml 
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The "Prayer. 87 
mk with ſhame, when we conſider our mut- 
cn tiplyed hainons tranſgreſſrons again? ſo 
Br. ereat and glorious a God ! with we con- 
nc ſider in what manner we lift up our 
5,6 hearts againſt Thee the Giver of every 

an, Good ard Perfed Gift,hy arrogating to 
ten: our jelves the propricty of thy free berefe= 
tt cence | Omake us account our higheſt At- 
-c0O tainments in Fiumane Knowledee, as 
peri Dung aud Droſs for the Exceilency of 
* bu the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord x 
"ayi make us Ambitions cf betrg fond in 
um bim,cloathed with his Spotleſs imprited 
me {Fighteonſneſs. 
r dvuffer us not, O our God, to exait 
tn our ſelves above meajure, by placing un- 
ker due Confidence in ar y thine we do, or 
wrd in what-ever we Suffer for thy Names 
ami. jake 5, leſt we fall wot only frow the 
Stedfaſtneſs of our holy profeſſion , but 
1101! aljointo the Condemmation of ihe Dewil 
fl ſunning according to the Similitude of his 
of « tranſereſſion : O let him not Rule its 
aur hearts by the Difobedience of pride : 
\ permit 5 not to HReferable birt in ſo foul 
bly a Vice, which will Deface thins Image 
mw E 2 Within 
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&8 The "Prayer, 
wilin us ; but teach us to tread in ii; 


Steps of our blefſ. d Saviour, and to lean 
ef tim who was Meck and Lowly, 


fhall we find eſt unto our ſouls, 


Grant, Holy Father, that in Lon 
[;1;eſs of mind we may think mean 
ef our ſelves, in honour preferring cal 
other 5 that reglecding the praiſe of me 
or making it a ſubordinate motive 
6:r pradiice of things wertuous, We Mi) 
haue d principal Regar 4 to the Teſtim, 
"I of a (good Corifcience, ard may ſu 
7 tie firſt place that praiſewhich coma. 
of thee eur (39d 5, O let xs be riothingn 
OHY OH ACCOUNT, that T hou mayeſi l 
all in all unto us : Make ns to imply 


ail inanſiry ard care in Approvirg Wl 


felves unto Ile, that being Con fo) rat 


11:19 Our Redeemer in Fiumility, (wh 
huandind himnjelf unto Death , even ttt 
Death of the Croſs ) we maz become tt; 
workmanſhip O God, ready /prepar'd ur 
70 every Good work, and may Abouti 
tercin without any vain oficntalin 
fm: i), jor thy eNercies ſake. Amen 


Meditatio! 
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Meditation VIE. 


Arainſt the Sin of Onchaſlity. 

Nchaſtity ! Ah how ſmall is its 

[ Temptation, when placed in 
Equal View with the deterring evil 
conſequents thereot! For who can 
be allured with Poverty and Begoe- 
ry, with Shame and Ignominy, with 
Rottenneſs and Corruption, which 
are the uſual Attendants of impure 
Embraces 2 Ah to burn in. Luſt 1s to 
Anticipate Hell-flames, and to burn 
in uncaſte Torments of Mind even in 
this life; for the eager appetite of 
Luſt is full of Anxiety and difquicting 
impatience till ſuch time as 'tis Grati- 
fed: Hence the uſual terms of ex- 
preſling a violent Amour, arc Fiames 
and Darts, are Feavours and Exſta- 
tick Raptures : And bel(ides the Fears, 
and Dangers, and Diſ-Grace of a 
E 2 Diſco- 


go Aeainſt ihe Sin of Onchaſtity, 
Diſcovery in the Unchaſte Action 
when the beaſtly deſire 1s Satisfied 
then Succeed Dif-ſatisfaction, Shan: 
and Regret of \ind 1a a baihful No 
vice Sinner of this Nature, and wot 
than Shame and Regret, an hardne: 
Inpudence and confirm'd Szaredne 
of Contcier:ce 1n an old habituate 
fOrnicators 


But alas aJaſs, that Men ſhould by 
Repentance of unlawful SatisfaQtior 
of eſhly Appernites, at the Dear rat 
of Difeafe, Torment, and Unſound 
cſs of Body, in Conjunction wit 
i2fquictude of Spirit ! Alas that the 
inould purchaſe fo high Eternal M: 
ſeries,as tO 1ncur them for the Dyein 
jenſual pleaſures of a few moments 
Ah where 1s, I ſay nor Religion, bu 
where 1s even Reaſon and Unde 
{ſtanding , 1n fuch Unclean Perſons 
It ſhews that 1mpure Senſe, that tit 
Animal and Brutulh part 1s upp 
molt 10 them. 
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Againſt the Sir of Onchaſtity. qg1 
Ah ſhall we be Alhamed to Com- 
mit Acts of Uncleannefs in the ſighe 
of Men, in the ſight of but a Child ; 
and yet ſhall we without bluſhing 
Commit them in the ſight of an Om- 
niſcient God 2 Shall not His Excel- 
lency make us afraid of any filthy. 
neſs of fleſh or Spirit ? And His dread 
fall upon us, that we become not 
Guilty of the fame # 


If any Man defile the Temple of 
God, favs St. *Paul, hin: will God de- 
Jiroy, 1 Cor. 3. 17, and he mult have 
little ſeoſe erther of the Majeſty and 
Purity of God, who will dare to 
Deſecrate his Temple ; or of the :- 
vice Juſtice and Power, who will 
hazard his own Salvacion thereby |! 


Alas Unclean Wretch, one wou!d 
think thou ſhouidft have morc Reves 
rence for the D:gnity of Rumane Na- 
ture, for the Awtul and Stupendi- 
oully beautifal S:ruftare of thy Bo- 


_ od, than to make it the foul inftru- 


; 
- 


Þ, 4 ment 


g2 Againſt the Sin of Onchastity, 

ment of Luſt and Uncleannefſs ; thy 
to take thus the Membcrs of Chr 
and make them Members of an Hy: 
lot : God forbid Thou ſhould(t 4 
it : Ah doſt thou know what a { 
iis to Grieve, to Relift, to Quenc} 
to Drive from thee in this mane 
the Good Spirit of Grace £ What. 
S.ndid I fay £ Nay doſt thou knoy 
what a Loſs, what a Prejudice it is un 
to thee both Corporal and Spiritual! 


While the Holy Ghoſt inhabits th 
Temple of a Sober, Pure, and Chaſt 
Body, Angels are its Guardians, th 
Holy Spirit its Guide, its Defend 
againſt all Aſjaults of Temptations: 
but when Unchaſtity has forcec 
him from that Abode, and ſcnt bot! 
Him and our Tutclar Angels Su 
aen'd away, then Enters the Unclea 
Syirit, the Devil; takes poilcſiton 0 
an Inpure Body as of his own prope! 
fight and Houle of Inheritance, and 
tne Man Iyes expoſed to as man} 


Other Sins ar d Temptations as wil 
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Againſt the W7; ef Unchaility, 9.3 
pleaſe to Aſſail him : For the Fence of 
Vertue, Medeſty being broken 
down 3 Modeſty, that Greateſt Re- 
ſtraint on Degenerate Human Nature, 
next to the checks of Conſcience, and 
of God's Spirit, being loſt, what 
ſhould hinder Unchaſt Perſvns who 
have yielded their Members inftru- 
mznts of Uncleanneſs already, from 
proceeding to yield them further 
Servants of iniquity unto niquity,, 
without any {top or forbearance * 


Oh Unchaſtity 1t 1s a. very Stupify- 
ing ſin ! It S-als a Man up in 1mpe- 
nitence, and renders him uſually be- 
yond the force of a Reclaimmentr 3. 
any otherwiſe than as Diſeaſe and: 
Diſability of Body prove his Refor- 
mers : The Debauch'd Vind within: 
for all that remaining Unreclaimed , 
but as laſcivioully inclined as ever ! 


Ah tor Remedy of Unclean Cog:- 
tations and Deſires which lead to. 
Corporal Pollucions,and which defile. 

5 | the: 


TYLL 


Ga Againſt : he $11 of Ozschastii }, 
the Soul, as much as Unclean Af 
co the Baly , nay which arrivedy 
Eh nary iiaby 1{te Conſent of th 
1{ become the Adultery of th 
es: Niatth. ©. 28, Let us conkh;: 
BOW ont %H af :t 15s rhat the Sou 
agd Body winch arc both the de 
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Think, Erink each hour on th! 
mort? | 32 Coullcerations of Dcati, 
Ie. :nd the Grave ; on ROtenme 

an 


Againſt the Stn of Onchaitity, 95 
and Putrefaction therein; and on thy 
Appearance at the General Reſurre- 
&ion before the Tremendous Viajelty 
ofthy Judge, who 1s of purer Eyes 
than to behold impurity with Ap- 
probation 3 and this will ſuppreſs 1n 
thee luſtfu] thonghts and wilhes even 
in their Infancy and firſt motions - 
Re alwayes bufied 1n ſome Jawiel 
Employment , and then Satan when 
he comes vill find no Share 1n thee, 
10 Room for his uncnalite Tempta- 
tions to Enter; no n1Bpiire Matter 
within for their {-trting :ire thereto, 
and Exciting it into a flame of Defire, 
Conſent, or Unclean AGion, Oblerve 
bat Sobricty and Moderation ot 
Dyet, joyned with Prayer and occa- 
tonal Faſting, and thou ſhalt ſoon 
obſerve how all Carnal Appenites will 
cJe and become vanquith'd wihin 
thee, 


Yes, I will endeavour, do Thou 
Omy God, Atiiſt me hereunto ; I 
will endeavour by the firentih ofthy 

G2ce, 


06 Aeainſi the Sin of Unchaſiity, 

Grace, to Conquer « it] Tempta £1On: 
a!t the jeaſt Tendencies to this Vice 
of Unchaltity I will fuppreſs thi 
firſt ancleat Fan cy Wil loathing and 
indig p__ 5 : will {tifie the firit in; 


DUC Oo lire ater Satisfying my undu 
Senſual Appatices; | ous: Fly and no 
Clatts 1 will keep out Ol the Way 0 


L 


Inchaifte Allucements , rather than 
ry and hazard Wy _—_ by Re: 
ng them 5 | will Zlcape out of the 
1y Sedurr of impure Cogitations 
without looking b: 22CK, © r fo much 
as Revolying them 1n my ar oy 
NIGTUICAUORGS, THF" Ga) Motif 
Ccatons and Te: iPCFance {ball (hw, 
how muca l ablor to Graiifie the 
ch no Rebellion agaiiſt the Spi, 
rit z 1 will Quel C -OnCupiſcence I 
Primeval Ormpine ; for the ve $; L.1- 
Lertainmng of foul Thou Bats, L11OUg) 
the: y proceed no further, 18 an Abo- 
mination before God, a 0 CPUgNA ncy 
to hits Uinſpotted Purity, and a dan 
gerous Tet maptanon or bod fol 
tO go 0B to more Adyaiced degree 
of 


. 


10ns 
Vice 
; Us 
7 an 
{ im: 
19Mue 
1 no 
ay 0 
Ear 

Re 
f th; 
100: 
nach 

Vir 
rtift 
va} 

the 
S Pl- 
13 It 
L.0- 
)ugl 
\ bo- 
cy 
130 


{1G 


Azainit the Sin of UnchaSlit;. 97 
of Unchaſtity - I will therefore by 
the help of my God abſtain from all 
manner of Impurity , External and 
Internal, Corporal and Spiritual: 
Amen, B'eſſed Jeſus, Thou Author 
and Pattern of all Purity and Holy- 
nels, Amer, Amen, 


Tt e Prayer. 


Holy Feſu, immaculate Lamb of 
() Ged, Prince of *Purities,Captain 
of Salvation to al thoſe who bave kept 
hemfelves pure and unſpotted with the 
'Vorld aud the Fleſh, keep us pare, 
keep us ſober, chaſte and modeſt in all 
our Neport ment : Create clean bearts, 
O God, and renew richt Spirits in thy 
S-rvants 5 that we may dread all in 
pure Thoughts, all polluting Deſtres, all 
ecrrupt Communicaiion 5 much more 
may fly all Anal compliances with 
jiejbly Lajts whiich war againji tt? 
S-ul : O let zo impure {maginaiions 
poilete OuY Sparzts . which God bath 
fandijied 5 no immoaeſt, «ferre Speecn 

pob/iits 


98 The "Prayer. 
pollute our Terenes, which God bij 


commanded to be Inſtruments of |; 
Praiſes ; no unchaſte Adions rent i} 
Veil of thoſe Temples oar | Bodies, whit 
the Holy Ghoſt hath chojer: for tis plu 
of iVorſhip and Reſidence : e/Hake ; 
frch a Remov. from all uncle anmejs i 
the outer Ma: as fo bate the very Gu 
Bev! : #581 2.4 "137 / /} to F leh : &: of fo bi 


C078 Fas P11" Þ of Ho lick Parit) 

GE if we 55 63.76 Fes C louti"a 0 with Raj 
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went of : SAX7 altty, 4s 7} WARY, wil 


YA Paui. we were in the By 73y, Or O 
of the Bod), 7] 145 HnCeri arr / 


O Divine Spzrii wr 'p, thou & 
thor and Preſerver, thon Becinner ar, 
Finiſher [4 the (zrace of C haſtity 4 t 
all other Good and perfeF Gifts, letth 
Conſideration of thy anjpotted Puri 
preſerve us from all FI aeſs both 

ſh and Spirit ; and may 1he api 
henjron of thine All-ſeeing inſpedin 
who art of purer B: YES than to bebald f 
leaft Speck of iniquity with Apprebatin 


Atre us anto an entire Sanity, 
vw, { 
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The "Prager, 09 

O our God, cow ought we to offer 
#p Our Souls od Bodies Livine Ser i- 
fices, Holy, Pure, and Accertable Im 
;0 Thee, whenas both are the purcheſcs 
of thy Dear Son's mojt preciows Blood x, 
boti: are ite Care an d Proteitic; of thy 
od IF reniarnce, the Temples of thy 
ble( 5 if 5 ; » us £012 beat the 


$4 i:t i 93s A $3" -#« & # CF's 


beautifs bs 5 7 » thy /F:ſdom 
Por, | av Gardner's both were De- 
dicate;! 50 et erence 11 Bapri ii, anda 


fv race Renewed their En. 
gagement 0 of Reno NuCING the Vi erid + TEE 
Meſh Mi} ihe iced + O keep ns.to the 
performance oj rhis jeiermn La gagement 5 
heed us to a ((everiacing of our Huma- 
> =O 

vity, which God path Lzenijfeed by Lis 
Jaſeption theresf ;, keep is undejiled both 
in Soul and Bad. 


bt euentl: 


And wherefere, 0) blefjed Sationr, 
to what End were £6 Redicnd 'a by thee & 
But that we ſpould be Redeem'd from 

al Iniquity, and purified unto thee a 


peculiar people Zealon of frc0d Warks 5 


U 


100 The *Prajer. 


O purifie us thorenghout by thy Spirit 
in Soul, "Body, and Spirit : May we 
live ro longer afier the Fleſh, fulfilling 
the impure Luſts iLereof. Paving | 
NN ame indeed to live, yet beirg Deai 
unto the Life of Grove 3 > bur Grant th 
mortif)ing ikrongh thy Spirit the deed 
of the ' Body, we may live a life of ir- 
ward Peace, and Jy, and Freedon 
jrom the ſlavery of ſerving diterſe cor 
rupt Lofts and "Paſſions. 


Erable us, holy Jeſu, to take up th 

' Danner of thy ( roſs againſt the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil; to C rucif 
the Fleſh, with #1s corrupt Deſires and 
AﬀeTiors : : bereby ſhewing that we ar 
1 tire,  ſellowers of thee as dear Chil 
arcn in all Purity and Chaſtity : That 
ſo pcſfeſſenrg our weſſeds in SarTification 
and tionour, we maylay them down in 
@ pious Hope, and receive them again it 
a 70) fal Reſurredion, when the "Bodiu 
of Niints ſhall Riſe first, and the Bude 
of Virein-Iunocencies with a briohte 
Luitre and {tay of tyeuived Gly. 
Amen, 


The Prayer. IO1 
Amen, Thou Reſurredion and the 
Life, Amen. 


P— — ———_——__ G___———_—_—_ 


Meditation VIII. 


Againſt the Sin of immoderate Anger. 


ſon behold himſelf in the midſt 

of his unrulely Paſſion, and 'ſfee his 
own Blood-ſhot Eyes, his Diſtorted 
Face, his wild Diſorders of Coun- 
tenance, Speech, and Geſture, he 
would I perſwade my ſelf be fo out 
of Love with the unſeemly Picture 
his Anger drew of him, as to fly and 
abhor it ever after: for 'tis a Paſſion 
which for the time is Raging Mad- 
nels 5 which puts a man Ecfides him- 
[if out of his own power and keep- 
ing, perverts the Order of God and 
Nature in onr Primitive Conſtitutt- 
0n; caufing Rea'2n that Spark of 
the Divinity, that at fir!) cicfign'd 
Ruling 


A7 did but a furious Angry Per- 
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Ruling Faculty of our Souls, 1 
Crouch and become Obeyſant, ani 
headi{trong Luſt and Paſiton to þ 
Uppermoſt and Lomineer 1_ 


Ah how doth inpotent Wrath an 
Fury debaſe and vilitie Humane Ni 
ture 3 transforming a man into ; 
Wolf or bear, into a Lion or Tyge 
ſo that wita ſome ſhew of Reaſo 
did the Pythagoreans Fancy a Tran 
migration of fach wild and favag 
Souls into the Bodies of as wild an 
lavage Beaſts; for how ſhould the 
be ſuitable inhabitants of more cal 
and peaceable Receptacles £ 


And UPON account ct his 15 Tum! 
and Diſorder of Soul, which th 
Vice of inordinate = and othi! 
Paſtions put us m, the Stoick-Philc 
ſopaer adviſcs his Wii: Man to: 
Tori: ſupprefion and Eradicatio: 
Gi 2]] Paſſion ; that hereby he mi 
[vc undilturb®d and at Peece in bi 
own Boſom $ But the Good Chritia! 

ab{tains 


Againit Immoderate Anger. 103 


abſtzins from undue Anger upon 
higher Conſiderations; viz. for that 
is contrary to his known Duty, and 
to the Divine Precepts enjoyning 
Meekneſs of Spirit ; for that 'tis Dit- 
pleaſing unto God, rendering of us 
unlike Him who 1s Patient and Long- 
ſuifering 3 contrary to our Saviour's 
Calm and Gentle Temper and Beha- 
viour : for taat alſo Anger indifpoſes 
a man for Communion with God in 
Prayer and other holy Exerciſes, and 
makes his Soul an unquallified Tem- 
ve for the Dove-like Spirit of Grace 
to keep his Reſidence therein. 


For if the Divine Spirit of Pro- 
pheſte under the Law, (a Law for the 
Hardnets of Fewiſ hearts, leſs ſtrictly 
rliraining Anger and a deſire of Re- 
venge) reſted not however on the 
Lead of a furious paſlionate perſon,at 
leaſt not till his Anger was over and 
dillodged ; much lefs can we thiak 
that under the ſtate of the Goſpe), a 
more meck and Loving Diſpenſation, 


he 


104 AgainsÞImmodcrate Anger. 
the Celeſtial Spirit of Meekneſs an; 
Gentleneſs will inhabit a paſlionat 
malicious, or Revengeful perſon 
Soul : No, 'tis Mceknets and Hun 
lity, 'tis Good Nature and Slowne! 
to Anger which conſecrate ou 
Souls Sanctuaries to that God, who 
Sovereign Attribute 1s Clemency an: 
Goodneſs ; and our being 1n a lowe 
Meaſure enducd with this, 1s th: 
which makes us partakers of the D: 
vine Nature, for God is Love, faj 
St, John: 


And furthermore, that a viole 
paſhon of Anger, or any other ind: 
dinate perturbation of Mind, are ut 
terly inconſiſtent with the Quiet an 
peaceable Spirit of God (which : 
11 deſcended formerly on our Saviou 
in the Shape of a Dove, deſcend 
now only on Meck, Dovelike, Di 
pallionate perfons) the ſacred Scrip 
tures do plainly and abundantly teſt! 
{5:3 for when the Prophet F!7jah wi 
upon the Mountain Horeb, ter 

Cal 
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| came a Great Strong Wind, but the 
| Lord was not in the Wind; and after 
' the Wind an Earthquake, but the 


Lord was not inthe Earthquake 3 and 


after the Earthquake a Fire, but the 
| Lord was not 1n the Fire : Laſt of all 


came a Still @mall Voice, an Emblem 
of Meekneſs, a Ceflation of all for- 


| mer boiſterous Commotions, and 
' then was it that the God of Peace, 


Unity, and Concord was more 1m- 


' mediately preſent, i Kings 19.11,12. 


A Calm, Joyous, Unmolcſted tem- 
per of mind is'a lively Reprefjenta- 
tion of the Celettial ſtrate of Blefied- 
neſs, a fit Preparatory for it, and 
which makes an Heaven upon Earth 
tothe man who poflefles it 3 but a 
furious Angry Diſpolition is all its 
Contraries, 


Tis an Argument of a weak puſil- 


lanimous Spirit which can bear 9 


thing to be in 3 pallion upon every 


provocation 3 a fign that the mind 15 
Galled 
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Galled and fretted within 3 that th 
Owner thereof has no Command 
Governance over himſelf, but is 
ther at the Diſpoſal of others, wh 
can diſcompole him when the 
pleaſe : But a truely Great and Ns 
ble Spirit 15 Supertour to many Leſſ 
Afﬀfronts, and not immoderately pro 
voakt by any Greater ones 3 he i 
like the Sublzmer Regtons of the Ar 
all Calm and Serene, Quiet and $ 
date, while the Lower Orbs, Angr 
paſtionate Perſons, are full of Storm 
and Tempeſts of Rage and Refen 
ment 1n their boſfome. 


Intemperate Anger ts the hiy 
Feayour of the Soul, the foul Deto: 
mity of the Mind, a Shame and Rt 
proach to our Underſtandings ; Thi 
which unfits us for Humane Soctet), 
makes us ſuitable companions onl 
for Wild Beaſts, unfits us bota for ti: 
buſineſs of our Civil Employment 
and alſo for the Several Duties « 


Religion : That which Roils al ©: 


fire 
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fires our blood, corrodes and preyes 
upon our Hearts, puts into a violent 


. tumult and irregular burry our 


Animal Spirits 5 and hereby im- 
airs our Health, waſtes our Strength, 
3nd breaks the firmneſs of our Con- 
ſtitution. 


Paſſion, 'tis a Diſorder of Soul 
which Ruffles the Smoothneſs, and 
diſturbs the calm Tranquillity of our 
Lives; renders us pityed by Friends, 
laughed at by Strangers, hated and 
Reviled by Enemies 3; the Condole- 
ment of the former, the Merriment 
and Scorn of the latter. 


Impetuous Anger, Oh how ill-Na- 
turda thing itis! How Envyous (as 
t were) of Mankinds Happyneſs ! 
For how unquiet does it render a 
Perſon to himſclf, how uneafie and 
unacceptable to others! What Mit: 
chiefs does it hurry Men into the 
Commilfion of, which afterwards oc- 
:o4:ntheir Sorrowful Repentance £ 

W hat 
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W hat fooliſh Speeches, and unſeen}; | 


Ridiculous Actions does it draw fron 
thoſe polleſt by it And no wonde 
for 'tis the Drunkenneſs , the Inten 
perance of the Mind 3 and as wel 
ofa Drunkard, when the Wine is 
with him, the Wu is out 3 ſo may! 
be ſaid of one Drunk with Paſir 
when That is predominant, then 
his Underftanding ſuppreſt in it 
operations. 


How ſeverely was undue pally 
B.eproved by our Lord in his Dif 
ples, who were for calling down fi 
from Heaven on the inhoſpitable % 
w1aritans| The Sem of Man (ſays tt 
z5 not come to deitroy mens lives, br 
ts Save them: That is, the Golpt 
Occonomie which you are under, | 


a Goſpel of Peace and Reconcil 


ton, not a Law allowing Revely 
and Retaliation. 


Impatient Rage and fizrcenc| 


How contrary is 1t to that God wil 
ſ 


Againſt Iamoderate Anec - I ©q) 
is Slow to Anger, who waits to be 
Gracious 53 who terms 1n holy Writ 
]cdzment or Vengeance his S:range 
work - As if through Defuetude and 
unfrequency of Executing it, he was 
grown unacquainted therewith! How 


; oppoſite alſo , is ungovernable fury 


to the Meck and Lowly, the Calm 


; and Diſpaſtionate Example of the 


Ever-bletled Jeſus ! who was opprets'd, 
who was afliicted, yet he opcn'd not 
his Miou :h, 1/z. 53.7. who when he 


. was Reviied , Reviled not again; 


when he ſuffer'd , he threatned not, 
but committed Hhimſeit to him that 
Jadgeth Righteoully , 1 "Pet. 2. 23. 
Where was Anger, where was the 
Jeaſt Tendency towards it 1n all our 
Saviours Carriage trom the time of 


; his Apprehepſion to that of his crue 


Death and ' Cructfxtion, though 


 Mocked and Scourzed, ond in the 


nighneſt Degree Teropted to a Dif- 
compoſure ? Ana {nl} not we who 
protcls our ſelves his Biiciples, Copy 


_ 


\ after his Pattern ? Tranſcribe it in as 


bt larze 
C2 


i110 AIfeainſt Immoderate Anger, 
ſarge a mcaſure as may be into ou; 
Hearts and Lives £ 


Let us not 1n Cowaraice and Ly. 
zyncis cry out ts impracticable t 
ſuppreſs pallion, whenas many Ol 
Teſtament V\y orthies hive: Gone | 
and Gain'd themicives Immortal Re. 
nown ' ES i henas We han 


ty Aid: a "oa bf = 
rit under the Goſpel, whereby t 
ſuppreſs it z when many Heathe 
who have had no ſuch Iliuftrio 
Pattcrn,no ſuch powerful Afliſtang 
as we, have however bcen famous fo 
this Command over themſclves | 
ſubduing thr pattions 3 of all V 
Aories the Greateſt and molt Nobk 
And inall not what was praiſe-wot 
thy and commendable in them, 
came a Vertue in us Chriſtians ol 
much higher Natare # We praciici! 
it according t9 more perfect Rul: 
agrecad! 
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zorecably to a more Iratſcendent 
Example, and | in an higher meaſure 
than either Few or Gentile 3 even to 
the ſuppreſlion of the firſt motions 
teward undue Refentment, 


Ah what a fooliſh vice is Exceſiive 
Anger, winch creatcs a ran trouble 
in his mind to no purpoſe s for what 
is palt and Gone, and therefore cart 
not be Recalld or Remcdyeas 
which makes him locſ.: ! 
ment of what he yot poltct 
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112 Againſt Immoderate Anger, 
voker to have his Intent herein 3 foo 
that I am, to Set ſuch an bigh valy 
en my ſelfor any thing I enjoy, ast, 
vinios the Enjoyment of my ow: 
peace and Satisfaction, through Re 
ſentments at my Reviler, or throug| 
Loſs and prejudice of whatever had 
No, rather Jet me poſicſs my Soul in 
patience , Silencing my Diſcontent 
with this Confideration, that an All 
wiſe and Infinitely Good Provident 
ardcrd or permitted things to be thu 
towards me; and that tis for the 
Tryal, for the Improvement of nj 
Graces cf Mecknets, Humility, Chr 
tan Patience, and Charity, that! 
39 inthis manner EXErciled with pro 
7 OCAtIONS. 


But alaſs, alais, how ntterly ines 
cufable 1s indulged fomented paſtion 
though a Complectional Vice, thoug! 
our lyableneſs unto it is owing (0 
Temper and Conſtitution of Body: 
for though 'tis more Diftcultly tame 
able upon this account, yet ſure nd 
impoſlibic 
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Azainſt Immoderate An;er, 117 
impoſſible to be: tamed by the Aids of 
Reaſon , of Religion, and of Grace - 
So that I fear thoſe Perſons do not 
Strive 2gainit it as for the Maſtery, 
who habitually fall into Anger, and 
on whom it Returas frequently with 
as much violence as ever : Ihcy ufſr 
not I am apt to ſulpect the Means of 
Conquering, and therefore is it the; 

attain not the End, a Conqueſt ; 
They uſe not Prayer, Meditation , 
and Faſting, powerful inſtruments 
by which this kind of Evil Spirit, the 
Angry Devil, Goeth out of a Man 3 
but without Rending and Tearing of 
him as a violent paſſion doth : Or 
if they uſe the means of Ejection 
mention'd, they neglect others great- 
ly Afliſtant 3 ſuch as fixt purpoſes and 
Reſolutions againſt this furious Vice 
for the future, flight of all Occaſions 
and provoking Excitements thereof , 
a Stifling of the fii{t Springing Mo- 
tions of it within our Breaits « Thus 
would eaſily-provok't Perſons fight 

Thus would they Contend, they 

= {hound 


14 The Prayer, 
ſhould be afſired of a Victory ove: 
their pailions, and become more thay 
Conquerors through Chriſt who 
would Sirengtnen them, 


The Pra: cr, 


FI OU God of 1 Suite (709 ednel, 
Q aro | Clemency, Stror'g 7 70 Avery 
y offended Majeſty on Sinners, ani, 
ict dow fo Arger, P airent an 1d (ons. 
ſuffering, in the midjt of thy wrat 
thinking on Mercy ; we beſeech thee t 
produce in us an Imitation of thy Slow 
rreſs to Anger, of thy Patience and fur 
bearance 3 for tow can we #xyar fo ob 
tit Fiery from Tie, 4 we Cxerdj 
zt you jor towards our jj fending ' Bre- 
thren £ O) Rebuke in us then tis Oi 
Spirit of ix.19e ard fury, Diſpofſeſs an 
Chane it into a Spirit of eHfildneſs: 
SHY the Storms, beealn the boifteroul: 
weſs of our paſjrons, which otlerwiſe lis 
« troubled Sea wiil rover ſuffer 1s tobi 
at Reft 
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Efemerate ita, WhIch cir bear very 
Littie s &nd by fires c f {cle Con Tde- 
rations a Conf nition nit9 thy Grace, 
cauſe 3ts to ceafe from Aer , is let 


vo wrath, ard have a care we fret not 


var {ves in any wiſe to as evil, 


Cannery bleſjed (od, the firiom, 
that by Rudg;ing Revenge, they Reſem- 
ble their Father the Dell ; of 10ſt 
Malicious of * Beings 5 that they af 
quite Contrexry to ihy " CHercyfal and 
Gentle N ture , mis taheſt not Ad- 
Variage azaitſt [imgcrs, puniſhing theme 
according to their grnry ns biit 
mech lereath their ſinful Demerits : 
Cortince Paſſ:orate Perſons on: wm 
are their own (3r ateſt 2 7 or Tt ertors, 1ih 
they pr [jeſs tot i PE Yo uls 172 'P tiene 
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L116 The Prajzer. 
but turn oiter mens (ins and offences, It 
to tieir own both Sins and Puniſhment, 


O that we may therefore walk as th 


Ewer-blifſed Jeſus did, in al undance (| 


F ove, Meeknefs, and 'Patieme, and 
fo find Reft unto our Souls; O that ni 
way put off all Anger, Wrath, Malic 
Strife, and every turoulert uneaſie pa 
fron, and may put on bowels of Mer, 
Kindneſs, Eumbleneſs of mind, Long. 
ſuffering 5 forbearing one anothcr, and 
forgiving ove another : If any of u 
haue a Quarrel agairiſk any, cen # 
. Chriſt forgave ws, Grant that we mi 


do jo likewiſe. 


O Give us (zrace to Drerch ihe firſ 
Sparks of an Angry tieſentiacnt, befur 
they kirdie into @ flames not to ſuffer 
our whole Anger to ariſe, but to ſuppreſs 
the ſmalleſt Beginnings of 7, before i 
Settles on 0:r minds , ard grows 194 
greater height, 
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The Pr rater, 117 


Convince tis, to'y Father, that we 
give place 10 the Devil, whenever we 
indulec a furious Pa (Gon : that the 
wrath of man, worketh not the iRigh.te- 
onjneſs of thee our Giod : O thou there- 


for who Ruleſt the Raging of the Sea. 


Still the madneſs of our "Paſſions ; @, 
thou wit commandeſt the VWinds and 
the Waves, and they obey tee, allay 
the Storms of Our C11 __ Diſpleaſure. 


Grart O Gracious Lord, that we 
may ſo watch over the leaſt 1endencies 
to immoderate Anger, ihat the Sun #1ay 
not at any tie Go down upon out 
wrath; t/at it op n0t rauckle into 
Flatred and 2 cefire of a Revence, but 
that it my bs as Soon Diſmiſts, as Ex- 
ated ; 11; we be; 'cech Thee our a- 
tal | paſjuo' of wicicus fury , into ihe 
chan of an bþ: ly Leal for IRewerge 
wor: 6 Lots and Y woes : Cas > be ex- 
ale ale Engr, ot 07 -s inflead of 
Y ; fe {c 436 A with otters for our 
We. 0; tate in Ir4C g at for our aben'te 
ging Sirerath in wickeanthe O make ws 
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ward io Give an(ffence,and us forwa:! 
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Spirit alſo : and moſt }; iſt a os Ag ree- 
able 1s it, tat thoſe who refuſe ſub- 
| 


mitllon to God's Government, ſhon d 
bc puniſk'd by their own perverſc- 
ncls, 


Ah how toolifh Vice 1s [7:fcon- 
tent with Goc 7 11S 

Providence cr 1s; it can im no 
wife make our Condition better, but 
Will CErtas! wnly render it much worſe, 
both on a Naturzl account, and like- 


120 Avainſt Murmnring 

wiſe by Divine moſt juſt Ocdination; 
For wrigglng our Necks under the 
Yoke of [Diltreſs, is the ready wa 
to make it lit more heavy and Gal, 
Jing z and Repining Dilcontent a 
the Chiſtiſements of Heaven, 1s { 
far from Relieving us of them, tha 
they provoke Goda both to continue 
and A garavate them upon us, 


Al:is Van, how knowelc Thai 
But fy Aftliction 15 Zelign'd to the 


ba.) 


11 S;crcy 2 but that tis the Greatel! 
gicfing can be beſtow d upon tnee ! 


Dy —_— oil the Greateit Plagus 
Spiritual Sickneſs, Death, and De 


{rrauciion!t And canlt FR i think | 
Atatzuabie TD L kCPINe art thy v0! is 
Cre Of rs tii health! 
207 £350 _ it faitable to rut 
ac 27 W4At may be thy Rhighclt in- 
[cance Of Hoomact, tt y Create! 
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at Divine Chaſiliſements, 121 


Affliction 3 and had{t thou rather 
(imprudert Creature!) enjoy thy 
Good things here with 2zzes, than 
Reſt with Lazarys 1n Abraham's Bo- 
ſom 2 God foreſees that his Bleſlings 
of Earthly proſperity would be Real] 
Curſes unto thee, by proving Diſ-ag- 
vantages to thy Soul 3 and theretorc 
5 1t, he 1n Compaſlion with-holds 
ii. 


Thns he denies thee Temporal 
Riches, that thou may'(t be Rich to- 
wards God ; &ichin Faith and Good 
Works : He with-holds from thee 
peny of proviſion and fulneſs of 
bread, leſt giving it thee, he might 
{nd Leanne withall into thy Soul 3 
lt being full thou might it Deny 
him, and ſay who 1s the Lord 2 He 
linds poverty of Spirit, moſt conſt- 
ſept with thy poverty of Fortune 3 
hz finds thy Dependance upon kim 
the more firmly Elabliſh't, by dif- 
»:ning to thee Day by Day his Fa- 
uy Allowance, . Does he deny 

thee 
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at Divite Chaſtiſements, 123 


Yet ah the perverſeneſs which is 1n 
moſt of us ! who wound our Ieives Cy 
finning, and then complain Gi the 
ſharp Inſtraments made ule of for our 
Cure 3 woo make our Souls Ui. 
pera with Inquity, and then C7 CUE 
againſt. the Þitter | | 
us by God {or ovr Rooovery ! Who 
Prove OK Te FA\/ Lit- To 
yet Murmur under his Corr«ctions 
tor the ſamo ! Bur is this Eq! 
rage, and Juii acaling £ Is 1t not 
the moſt unreifons blu 5 (iu pitt il 
not on the contiriry to be ſaid unto 

God, [ 11Vve Dorn Cinaltiiement 
will not off-nd any more; t 
[ tee not, teach ihonu mes and lead 
me 13tO t he way ELverlatiling, thoug 
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124 Aeainſs Murmnring 


the worſt fide of our Condition: 
pendering chicfly our Wants, oy 
Sullerigy, and Diſtreſlcs 3 wheres 
did we but compare our Wants wit 
our Poſleſitons, our Calamities wit 
our Enjoyments, we ſhould ſoo! 
find the former if not ouiwelghe 
with the latter, yet certainly muc 
Alleviated by them - No man 1n mm 
opinion is ſo miſerable, but he ma 


meet with ſome cauſe or other « 
Comfort,and conſequently of Thank 


fulneſs that tis net worte with him: 
Thus, did we but lock Downward 
as well as Upwaras amid(t our Afi 
ctions, | MCA, aid we but conten 
plate wha: taoſe 17 a worte condition 
than we, want and {utfer > as well x 
what thoſe 1n a better, polilets arid 
enjIy 3 we mould it not Exircanmly 
atflicted, find occaiion tO EUrT) Our 
Jurmurings ko Rejoycings, Our 
Diſconteints 1to moit peac eful vatiy 
factions. 
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For 


at Divine Chaſtiſements, 125, 


For what though Thou art in Need 
of ſeveral things which others en- 
joy? Do but conlider how many 
perſons, perhaps detter taan thy {cif 
are in Need of much more, of abſq- 
lute Neceſſaries 3 and then fGlence 
thy Repineings. What though thou 
ſuffereſt under great pain and affii- 
tion 2 Ah do but meditate what 
more acute dolours and Diſtreſles 
others feel, which Thou art freed 
fom 3 and then ſee 1f thou haſt not 
more reaſon to praiſe God for his 
Goodneſs, than to fret againſt him 
for his Diſciplining Providence? 


[mpatience 15 a molt provoking (tn, 
and therefore a very unlikely Reme- 
dy of our Suftcringsz it imports a 
Quarrelling with God for his Allot- 
ments towards usz and conſequently 
a Rebellious Diſowning his Sove- 
reignty and Right of Dominion over 
vs; and jStnts fort of behaviour un- 
ar Calamities a likely way to Res 

move 


I 20 Ag: ainſt /Murmmri, 1119 


move or render them Les orihe 


fome £ Is 1t not rather 2n Adgcy 
f12 to (in, irvine wrath to wrath, 
puniſhment to puniihment - 


Ah why {hould we >= imputia 
why Diſcontentec anoer Grid's Ch 
{tſements, whenas the Deny 15H 


Author of the Gooa we enjoy, | 
we#ll as of the evil we ſuffer ; a 


{halt we receive Good at the hand: 


God, and ſhall we not alto recej 


Evil? eſpecially con{1dering that 0 
Mercies far furpaſs our Miſeries, 
Receopts our Deprivations : 5 Day 
ſcvereſt Diltreſles may be, and ul; 
ally are ſent jn great eſt kt: zdneſs u 
to us : And let th CM be never; 
Grievous and diftretive, yet a 
they far Leſs than our HDeferving 
who have merited Dea = T':mpor 


TEE A «+, _ 
ANG 3 i ternal s- C21 id t ; \orefc ho Ty Go 
COMMUtCs Fverlaſtins Puniſhme 


the due Wages of Sin, or Tempe 
ry AfBGions, we have no real 
to murmur at ſich 1s kind and me 
erate! 


at Divine Chaſtiſimerti. 127 


1 Jerated Corrections, but to be Grate- 


f1] under them, that they are not 
Large: and more Grievous ones, 
us, Remedylets and never-Ceaſing 
Tormenis ! 

And then Reckoning with our 
ſelves, That the Suftcrings of this life 
are not worthy to be compared with 
the Glory which ſhall be Revealed in 
us, and which theſe our ſufferings 1f 
Sanctified, make us Meet-partakers of ; 
How can we Repine © How ihallwe 
not rather Rejoyce and Glory under 
Tribulation ? as knowing that Tri- 
bulation worketh Patience, and Pa- 
tence Experience, and Experience 
Hope towards God , and Hope to- 
waros him well-Gronnded, maketh 
not Afhamed, And can we look up 
to yonder Heaven, and Strick un- 
der Calariities 2 Can we Lehold by 
an Eyc of Faith the Glorics Above, 
and think much of Atlictions which 
Prepare us for them ? 


20 Againſt Murmuring 
An mitaitely Knowing God aſſure: gato 
!y knows what's beſt for us 3 an irtobe 
nitels Good God alluredly Confil dow 
mo't cur Good and Intereſt ; -and; Frul 
i5tinitely Jalt God cannot do us a Con 
tarme, never acts Unrighteouſly ty and 
wards us; and therefore why ſhoul ſes u 
Ve not intruſt our ſelves and « nace 
whole affairs in his hands, and  Rchi 
viayes reckon that Beſt which he () Cor: 
Qains us ? Not only quietly Subnj 
ting unto, but alſo making God 
Choice for us our Own ; che 
fully Accompanying his Divine Gu (' 
dance, rather than being forcibly I 
by it, wh 
the ( 
Meckneſs and Submiflion to Pr me! 
vidence ought to be our praftic 000 
whenas whether we will or no it mil oft} 
be to; and therefore when we mul all 
bear what God Jays on vs, whi ons, 
ſhould we not make a Vertue of Ne mr 
ccllity, and bear Afﬀiction Conter bur; 
tedly 2 Eſpecially conſidering tha die 
D.vine Chaſtiſements are God's Pur {ry 
gator! 


The Prayer. 129 

Ure; oatory-tlames (and none other are 
{tobe expected 3 ) whereby he melts 
fi: down our Pride and Haughtineſs, our 
d:Traſt and Confidence in Creature- 
ar Comforis z whereby he Brightens 
y (and Tluſtrates our Graces, and cau- 
ou ſes us to come out of the fiery fur- 
0: nace of Diſtreſs more Purified and 
| i Refined from our finful Droſs and 
0} Corruption, 
Im! 
Yo The 'Prajer. 
ex 
Iu Bleſſed Lord, infinite in Mercy , 
Li abundant in Goodneſs and Truth ; 

who doſt :0t afflie willingly, nor Grieve 

the Children cf Men, not out of thy 
In mer arbitrary pleaſure , but for their 
I. Good, that they may become partakers 
ut of thy holyzeſs 5 we accept, O God, with 
ut all Thank fulneſs thy fatherly Corre(l7- 
In ons, we deſtre unfetignedly to humble 
« Our ſelves nnarr thy mighty chaſtiſing 
0: band, that thou 14; [t Fxalt ws in thy 
a Ue ſeaſon ; Try us even as Silver is 
r Irjed, ſever tirzes in: the fire , ſo thou 
jj canſeſt 


130 The 'Prazer. 
z/5 to come out of the furnace of afflidin 1 
more Purified and Refmed, leep 
Prot 
V}'e hawe fra A O Lord,we have di; the 
excecaing wickedly and t herefar acr 
ſhouldſt # hou deal mob 5 after mn of tþ 
ſrns, _ Reward ws according 10m [wn 
iniquities 2 _ thy COrYeTts 7 Ko to l 
micht juſtly be turned into devonrin jel 
Scorpions, toeſe thy SITIPES off 4 Fatla com 
into the dejirozing Excention of a Fuagi Gre 
Gerterice : 5 J} 20 God moſt boly, C) Lin heal 
moaſe Mighty , © holy and moſt men 
fal Sautonr, in the mid$t of Fudan ( 
be thou pleaſed to [Rememuer eMeri; in 1 
and in the midst of Prniſhinert oh as, 
rs to remember Turnit g Urio Thee | l thy 
fncere FRepertarce : O ſafer us rot h wa; 
our bittere3t HiStreſs for any pains\ wr 
fall from T hee 3; Jugjer ts owl to 3 t 
away Our hege. md make :tipwracki BY 
our faith, but grve ns fo watt with þi ann 
tient perſeverance in weli-doing , fort thn 
Deliuerancc. No 


ll 


The Prager. I 3! 

Ie { elec þ thy Dive Ma Gy 
keep WS fr 01 emrmiring at thy affrici io he 
Providences, may even from expreſſing 


the le 15F bY; FIG avd [2 Mftisf ac 103] U& = 


| der tLEM + for w/ 3 ſhout: 4 we complain 


of the kind jj CT: 17S bh: 1; wich Caiis aa 


| lamnceth our Spivitoal Sores, in order 


to let Citf Ei. { Ta '> Fi tPtron, 73; Or GEV 70 


heal and care them? ii'hy ſhould we 


". complain of Dedil, (w7l, [erg tis for a 


Greater Good 15.1 we ſuffer it, for the 


: health and welfare of or Souls 2 


0 cauſe ws to Fuirifie thee our God 
in thy ſeocreir proce fs of TuSrzce again ff 
us, aths owſeagi? © tice {.ielteomns in all 
thy Forks, J: ff ard Frue in all ty 
W4aj's 0 ard STedi fe it7; OoHFeart 2 {bat 722 
__ Fa i ful: fs Thou þr.3f cau fed it 


- A 


” be troubled : TN 9; Tre * 
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Puniſh us with itdie ca baud, and 


hae TP - & Ia on 7 
chaiten ns with alflicii:s, that we 
ec # 


T 


os 0.6 c 
173 The Prayer. 
ſhould not be condemned with the ſin, 
WWerld ! 


O Low know we, but we are more i; 
devted to thee for thy Corredions, thu 
for thy more Apparent favours and bi 


refits 5 aud ſhall we then murmur an 


be impatieut avaer them ? God fu 


lid. 


Convince #4 rather, Good Ln 
that whom thou T,ovelt thou Chaſtenei 


and Corredeſt every Son whom thu 
LReceiveſt 5 that if we are without Chr 
Stiſements, then are we ba5fards and il 
Sons, Convince us that twas thro, 
many i#ribulations ihat the Glorii 
Company of the Apostles, that the Nu, 
Army of Martyrs made their Entrant 
I {, a 8 0 

i:i0 the Kingdom of Heaven ; thati 
was through ſuch wiolences that they tit 
it as it were by force: {{cmind us iti 
iwas through Sufferings that our blcſ 
Saviour was made perfed . that I 
Lixmfelf went not upto Joy, before | 
YT TE Ove Foy, Sejore # 

firſt ſafferd Pain ;, that H: emi 
il 


Tie Frame. - 125 
not into Glory , before he was Cri 
ified  O make us in Conformity to hin 
te Captain of our Salvation, paiter:tly 
to charge thorough all Adwverſities, 
Loſſes, and Dijappoint ments till we ar- 
rive at the amark for the prize of our 


 ligh calling #n Chriſt. 


Give us holy Father to lye *Proſtrate 
at thy feet whenever thou contende 
with us 5, let ws Repent to the Amend- 
ment of our evil ways, and not Repine 


g_ 4 thoſe ſ[marting Jn fferings which tend 
. to Kebuke our fooriſh for ſaking Thee ite 


Author of our B.:ſſedneſs 5 let its be 
dumb with a {ilexut Reverence when cuer 
thy heavy hand of Chaſtiſemert is pc 
4 2 O cauſe us then in all lywlineſs aud 
Humility to ſabmit to thy Providence 
to make diligent Search after ihe Ac- 
curſed thing for which ihon art ij- 


; Pleasd with 458; to Kiſs thy Rod of 


lorreFion, and Learn that Reforms- 
Ing Leſſon which it diffates ; left other - 
wiſe Breaks 25 11 precer, and there 
be none to Deliver 5. 


G #, 


124 ihe Prayer, 


O Supprejs in ws ou K epinin 
thoughts, and make us drink chearful 
the cup of Aﬀicion, bow ber foeuy 
it is, we ſhall have reaſon to Thar 
' thee, O Lord, for it, if it proves &th 
dliciwel to our Souls  O make it ſui 
we crtreat thee : Let this be the uj 
of Teaopural Calarmities, their weanin 
Ou) AfeTions from the Varities belin 

Peep Raiſing awe Set ling our deſfres 
the 71 finitely more valuable things Abovt 
their rendering is &/Heeh, Enmble, Cor 
texted, Reſign . that fo our Faith,Hy: 
and Patience may be found in ii 
iay of our Lord, Landable, Glorin 
Jos. Hononrable ; and that being i 
flied for a ſeaſon, we may be = 
comforied, Amen, *Bleſjed Savin 


Amen. 


Meditatic 


; nn imomretroayumnd xD, n_o—nons Jy Tae err. go. x, ea 


——_— 


Meditaticin X. 


IS eur Duty, and (18 OUT 111- 

tereſt and Priviiedge 3 our 
Duty, we being command PA... to Love 
tim with all our k earts, _ and 
ſtrengths 3 and our Intereſt, for what 
oreater Love to our flees than to 
Love the fountain of all Lovelinefs 2 
than to Love him, in whom are com- 
prizd all thoſe Excellencics io infinite 
Degrees, which Scatteringly and 1m- 
perfetly reſide 13 the Creatures, and 
ret render them Amiable and Ag- 
mired ! 
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40 tO LOVE tne, a DC: S {© Crate 

'þ ? d 

cendgently _ 11 higiclt, fo Gre- 
Ts. 


ciOus and Loving unto us; ior to 
Him We ove ry the POWErs Ot OUP 
© pi. Ludice, 


126 Oz Love to God. 


Bodics, all the noble faculties of oy 
Souls; allthat we Are, all that we 
kave comes Entirelv from him ; we 
{ould be very ungrateful perſon 
{ſhould we Love any thing fo wells 
him, much more , ſhould we Loy 
any thing Above him 3 for he hatl 
not only created us, doth not on} 
preferve, and provide for us Com 
torts as well as Necetiaries s but h 
hath alto dearly Redeem'd us tron 
everlaſting Deſtruction, not with cor 
ruptible things , ſuch as Si}ver and 
Gold, but with no Leis a Ranfo 
tian the precious Bloodihed of ti 
Dear Son, God Co-cqua} with ti 
Father : He hath likewife Sanctifi: 
tis with the Repencration of hi 
bliefied Spirit. 


Tl hath God not o1ly provide 
vs all the Conveniences of this lik 
but alſo al] things appertaining to ! 
Better 3 has given us Spiritual Blc 
tings as well as Corporal ; means 

| Gract 


On Tove to Cod. 137 


Grace, and hofcs of Glory - So that 
He hath layd on us the Strongeſt ob - 
Iigations to Love him, and it any 
thing eiic 1n the whole Creation 1s 
Lovcly, much more Eminently fo is 
the Divine Majzcity, who 1s owner 
of all his Creatures Lovelyneſs, and 
of Intiaite more ! 


If Beauty 1s an object of Love, be- 
hold God the moſt beautiful Being, 
1a whom dwells perfection of Come- 
Ivnefs ! If Riches are attradlives of 
Eſteem and Valuation , behold the 
Deity the Treaſury of all Wealth, 
and of whatever is valuable ! If plea- 
ſure is a thivg Lovely and dclirable, 
behold in God's preſence Fullneſs of 
Joy, and at his {kipgtt hand pleaſures 
for Evermore ! 


Sure I mult hate my (elf, if | Love 
not God 5 for therem conlitts my 
Wellfare 20d Happynefs ! "”- i 
love other things, and not Him from 

G 2 whos 


128 O;: Lowe to Got, 

vom they Borrowed tnetr Love, 
nefs2 Shall I Love the Stieun, an! 
rot the Fountain of blciledneſs! 
Vhat Joy do I deprive my ſeif oh, i 
{ i.ove not God £ If I hate not al 
other things in compariſon of him: 
He that Loveth Father or Mothe, 
ſaves our Blciied Saviour , more tha 
me, 13 not woiihy of mes and hi 
that Loveth Son or Daughter, the 
moſt Near and Dear things, mor 
than me ; 1s not worthy of me, (0 
who know the Enraviſning Delight 
but thoſe who have experience 
them, of Loving the Deity, and ti 
15g beloved by him ! of holding fuci 
Swert Communicn with the God « 
all Confolation ! {t is a very Cre 
Eavour ana £ondeſcenlion tt tine 
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On Love to Gord. [v0 


ed}. What an inconcervable Bonour 1s 
and it to be vouchfaled the Loving our 
f} Creator ! Is certain we can have no 
fi 0e-ter QUbiect « noone fo Good 3; the 
- ol benefit of Lox inz God redoinds 
m; wholty {Oo OUT iclves not at all to 
hes him : However 1 will Love the Lord, 
ha not ſo much for my oven Ende, as be- 
h cauſe he hath Commanded my Loves 
the as becauſe he is a ſupereminently 
or Ankle Being, innnely Deſerving 
0 my Love; as becauſe 'tis a Debt due 
1; from me a Dependant Creature, to 
x my Maker and the: Author of all my 
& Enjoyments. I will Delight in Loving 
< andObeying him as long as I live, 
d and1by his Grace will Evidence the 
- Trathof my Love, by paying an 
x« Univerſal Reſpect unto all his Com- 
j| mandments, Amen, Amen. 


The 


C) 
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The I "rayer, 


"\ 1 bou Sf FM 0774 EXC ell CHC}'s whon 
() to krow as Life Eternal, whomi 
fove is Heaven upon Earth 5 1 hou *Þe. 
ing infinitely Lovely in thine own Ni 
ture, Exceeding kind and [eving ut 
#s 5 manifeſt thy ſelf more and more un 
to us, that we may Love T hee more ani 
more 5 and that Loving Thee with in 
creaſe, we may Enjoy Thee in a mil 
Larger meaſure: Wean we pray Tit 
our affetions from the Creature, whil 
can make no Suitable Return to wi 
L ove, which cannot Saitsfie the Iongin 
of our Houls, ana win them unto 1h, 
who .by thy eMercies preventeſt or 
[.coe, by thy eMercies doſt nouriſh ani 
emprove tt, canſt fully CGratifie ti 
Good deſires of our hearts, and mill 
amply Kecompence and Keward them! 


O Th 


The "Prayer. 14T 


0 Thou Foy of Avi 2-3 Soreraien 
Happyneſs of all thy Saints, On that 
mr Souls could I ove T hee er” out Li- 
mits, 4s T hou art reithont Limits 1.ouc- 
ly and Amiavle ! Oh that we may Love 
Thee for thy Eſſential T7rolneſs in Thy. 
 #; 4s much as for th 'y Derived impar= 
ted (Inodneſs nnto ws {Let ons __ rob te, 
let our deſire Aj aud affections =caconply 
Embrace Thee, and may we be embre- 
ved with 4 peculiar love and favour by 
Thee:may ſtill new Degrees of thy Love, 
wilen and enlarge our Capacities of Re- 
reiving them, and as they Eularee, 423 
Thou flow in with an increaſe of Divize 
Communications, 

Convince #s O Lord, that thojeEx- 
ellencies which are "Borrowed , Which 
ire Imperfet?, which are warinnfly Die 
pers 4 in the Creation, are a!l concen: 
ter in Thee the Or FTI al 1: 71} ite 
'Be >ditt and 'Perfe ection 3 and ſha wO 

ot T ove il ee the Springhead of Bl: "L.- 
eſs mere thin the Derived Streams, 
than t he Flfer Rivnlet of felicity : ? " 


C3 . perſwads" 


142 The "Prayer, 
jerſwade 2s ihat we are unkind to 
__ if we Leve not 1 hee the Auth, 


he Treaſury of our Flappyneſs, Temp 


ag Sptretnal, ard Eternat, 


Alſs we find Our Learts Cold, Dead 
__ Slegeiſ 112 thy CLUE , FT, Ml 
, "1c err, Lord enflame item; Erflum 
” "£877 wilh thy Divine p E ove, nicks 
7 hea "#1 : thy f tighteouſuef, - thc oy har: 
gore Ajtray, they have w. fas 4 aft 
z2:31y tier Lovers, afier the pleaſure, 
Preft : 47a —_ of this world Wii 
4 a . . / 
teams #ifcribly Dec. etved them s j 
RO PEEes D017 7 he 7 / 17 WW; li C7 verl fit: | 
1.ove them, Cvuelaſiirgly Conti 
*. B- p My $7” 

Towly, and never Diſeppoirt them. 
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The Prayer. 143 
towards Thee as they are at preſemt ! 
0 that we may demonſtrate the Truth of 
our Love to I hee, by our obezing with 
all Willingneſs, Zeal, and Chearfulneſs 
thy Divine precepts 5 by obezing then 
Univerjally ', Stucerely, and Conſtarily 


*y 
to our [Hives End, 


Then only O) Fleavenly Fatler, can 
we have Conficence towards Fhee, ſhall 
webe Aj, goag we 1. 9w'C Thee aright when 
we Lowe tive for thire Own ſelfs, when 
we Love The, doreraterly and Sur 
preamly ; wich our Þ,oveis ſo Exalied, 
a that we may be Haid to bate and De- 
ſpiſe al! ot 1er his £5 in Compariſon of 
T ie : fn 15 $5 Le. alouſly to be 


Fd 7 - "I 


FIAT [Oar 4s Iles rat that the 
Love of ti 7 Self 324} Grad if.e in 1 the 
Una: ie £6: /0 % CHP fel EF, tre inordie 
nine a o tie orld, Sh of 2y OUP 
Dearcjs ixclations ; ow hat "being 
Expt) 6] bob [eres 3 aid of allConfi- 
dence in ile Creats Te, We #1dy le wnole- 
L taken ap with Admir.tien, Lowe, and 


Delzz ht 


144 The *Prager. 
Delight in Tine infinite Perfe ions, 
and in the Aſtoniſhing Expreſſions i 
thy Goodneſs and Loving-kindreſ; i; 
the Loſt Sous of Adam : O' may 11 
Love C _ and Ouer-power on 
pearts, e/Helt them into Gratitude ati 
Oediences may it Diſtmgage their Af. 
ions fromevery _ and particula 
Good, and Settle them upon Thee th 
Cniverſal One 5 Caulng us to Lov 
Thee 4bove all tr.ings ; every creati! 
eſfir'g as it bears tle impreſſions of th 
Viſaom, Beauty and Power 5 andul 
11-27. Dad for Thy fake, and in Ota. 
exe to thy Communds : Preſerve u 
FEA or :d Lord, fuck IDevout flan 
cf a\ (aul' _"_ Tien ;, ard let us LC on 
Periods, und Thos curBeloued ours 
ail Etertity, Amen, Amen, 
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Meditation XI. 
On Zeal in the Service of God, 


"TOW natural a Conſequent 1s 
this of the Love of God ? 

{cal to pleafe him, Zeal to Refemble 
him, Zeal to promote his Honvour and 
Glory ! Where, if not here, is Zeal 
B:coming 2 Where elſe can 1t be fo 
Suitably placed £ Nay, our Divine 
Services how can they well be Ac- 
ceptable without it 2 For where 
there is Sincerity of Intention 1n do- 
ng our Duty, (without which no 
Duty can be pleating to Heaven ). we 
can ſcarce conceive Fervency of Spt- 
tit to be wanting 3 unleſs through 
weakneſs and indiſpoſition of Rody : 
And for the Service or God, (the 
molt Glorious and Excellent of Be- 
9s ) to be a cold and Languid Wor- 
ſhip, 


I20 Or bn Fl the Service of God, 


{hip, how Great an aruprex hoy! 


Great an MIOOcy is this 2 Ge: 
tainly the Service of the Temple, th 
Sacrifice of the Altar, requires thi 
{f11me and Fire of the Ajtar to rende 
it of a {weet-ſmclling Savour, T 
pertorm [Duty to God with f formalin 
and indifferercy of Spirit, is neithe 
'to conſider the Nature of the Wor 
we 2re about, the Greatnefs and Ei 
ceilency of the Divine 3jelty, no 
yet What Earncltneſs and Zeal th 
Care of our own Salvation cxa( 
from 


The Love of God demands Ga 


waole heart, Soul and Strength 5 anc 
conſequently the xeeping his Con 
anal , the Genuine Evidenc 
of 'our Love, demands the utmol 
Exerciſe of our Powers and Fac 
ties both bo: 11] ly and Spiritizal ; Thi 
is not 2 Sci vice of God which is care 
cily dGiitharped, but rather an Aﬀeon, 
rather a a Comcmpt of him 3 Is: 
doin! 


On Zeal in the Service of God, 147 


| doing ſomewnat in Religion to Still 


and Qatet the une3fie Reproofs of 
our own Confcicnces, but not doing 
any thing with a m4 of pi: "oY 
God, out of Obedience and Love 

his Commandmenes, G7 pron a des 
fire of becoming Like unto him in 
Holineſs : which Regards alone can 
confeerate ana render acceptable our 
Sr VICES. 


Leal where is it due, it not in the 
Divine Worlhip 5 Ihan which no- 
thing is of gener importance, O0- 
thing of greater Worth, nothing 
more for our Intereſt and Advantage! 
Where the lafety of our In manta! 
Souls, our Heaven and Eternal Hap- 
pineſs are corncern'd, there certainly 
no warmtiz of Heart, no Duyjigerice 
of endeavour can be too much, 


_ At did we but conliicr. Gog's 
Leal, the founding of his Bowels, 
and tendernels OL his To moatlion 

toward 


148 Or Zealjin the Service of God, | 
toward us; we could not fure wan 
Zeal and Ardency of Afﬀection to. 


wards him! 


The holy Angels above who be! 
underſtand the Value of God's Ser. 
vice, who know beſt how Exalted; 
pitch of Love and Duty an infiniteh 
Good and Gracious Divine Majeſh 
merits at our hands, what a Patter 
do They ſet us of Induſtry, Zeal 
and joyful Alacrity in Religious wor: 
ihip! And how does. their intenk 
and flaming Aﬀection in God's Ser 
vice, Shame and Reprove our <> 
ing the work of the Lord neg 
zently? Can we ſerve either a Gre: 
ter Maſter, or a Better & One who 
iZeſerves better our Services, or who 
i5 more willinz and Able to Rewati 


oY 


them plenteoutly 2 


Do we pray thy Witl be done 0 
Farth as "tis in Heaven, with 3 lie 
Univerſality,. Conſtancy , Fervoi 

] 
ans 
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' and Chearfulneſs of holy Duty, and 


yet do we contradict this our Peti- 
tion, by a partial, formal, and un- 
delightful Obedience 2 Have we 


| that pious Reverence amidſt our De- 


vottons, which is anſwerable to the 
Great and Glortous Preſence of God, 
with whom 1n Prayer we have to 
do? Have we that importunity and 


| Exrneſtneſs of Supplication, that 
; warmth and Zeal of Devout Addrefs, 
' which is any way ſuitable to thoſe 
* preſſing Indigencies we have to be 


ſupply'd £ To thoſe burthenſome 
miſcries we have to be delivered 
from 2 Or does not coldneſs and in- 
differency of affection, wandering 
and diſtraction of thoughts, Dulneſs 
and wearinefs of mind mix witn and 
deprave our Divine Worſhip 2 Ah 
how Little fervour of Spirit have we 
in ſerving the Lord ! how Little of 
the true Spirit of Prayer,in our pray- 
Cng-ano him | 


120 


, 50 On ZLeat in the Service of Gul, | 


Do not Gods Sabbaths, his Re, 
gious Ordinanges ſeem Tircfomey 
tous A very Toil and Yurthen 
aocs not his Eaile Yoak of precey 
fit Heavy on our Iccks £ Andh 
Commandments appear Grievou 
by reaſon of our want of Approh: 
tion, Love and Affection towar; 
them ? which would breed pleaſir 
and Delight 1n their pertormanc 
Ah 'tis for that we are Ipnorn 
how-God's Service is perfect freedon 
and what a Slavery there 1s1n ſervin 
diverſe Luſts and Paſltons, whit 
makes us ſo Dead and Liſtleſs ink 
ſervice; when othei wiſe we ſhoul 
be all Spiri and Life whilſt Employ 
in pious Exerciſes ! 


Ah had we more Love for God, i 
wou' render us more Active, mot 
Warm and ſprighily in his Worſhyp: 
it would put us upon doing our ut 
molt to pleaſe him 3 and we fſhoul 
Not Endure coliineb and f13gging 0 

affection 


The Prayer. = = 
iffetion in our relipious Addrefles : 
But Lukewarmneſs of Devotion 


- would appear to us nigh as diſtaſteful 


| as perfect iJeadne(s in Duty ; and we 
| ſhould never think that fat Liftleſs 
| Service Acceptable to God, which 
we could not Approve of to our 
{ Gives 


The Prayer, 


Leed and Glorious Lord God, 
B who infinitely Deferveſs our 
| moſh waru and Lealows Services, who 
. mie thy HAnnels Spirits, aud thoſe 
thy aye 1's @ flame of jires flames 
irgeec | of Devation, of Livin Love 
ard (ratitiece, of [els iolit and jervonr 
mn holy Ote, irerce, O make ns; aljo ail 
fame and | 2p webir's peace that 


aour of MH; "fed TIVA as wel; us _ Ge. 


Crity ac 1; ;Þ; Jnbtneſs of heart. 


o jy: = » 
# ECAH 
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prit 
Produce in us holy, Father,a Zealn gyj 
importunity in prayer Suitable to | - 
wants we have to be Supplzed, ſuiti, 
to the Dangers and Ewils we have to| jy 
delivered from, ſuitable to the worll whe 
the Nere'jity, the Importance of th go 
Divine bleſſings , Temporal F \piritud Rel 
and Eternal which we Sreand in Ni wht 
of, and whichare only to be derived fin ui 


thee the fountain of all Bleſfedneſs, 


O cauſe us to Evidence our hich Vili git 
and Eſteem of thy Heavenly favor, lin 
of the Gifts and Graces of thy Holyyi Ty 
rit, by our Zealons Concernment for ti 7, 
obtaining them; by our coveting En wm 
zeſtly thoſe beft Gifts, and Seeking afii Je 


ſuch things which are mare Excellent, ng 


Give us, Give us, Good Lord,ui ty 
I ove to thee our God, that we may turi W 
a greater Zeal for thy Honour atv mi 
_ that we may boldly Rebuke vil. tio 
Earreſtly promote Bolyneſs z be Grieu' 


prit: 
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principally for ſtr, becauſe thy bleſſed 
eau girit is Grieved thereby * may our 
0 th hearts burw within us with pions Love, 
tal Reverence and Delight, when we Read 
e fol and meditate on thy Sacred Vord 3 
vorll when we Pray, when we return I hanks- 
tly ricings, or are any ways Employed in 
itul Religions Duties ; let our hearts be ſad, 
Ne when our AﬀeFions are cold and lan- 
fr end in thy Service, 
f, 

0 Endue us with the burning 1. ove, 

Vak with the flame and Zeal of holy Cheru- 
on, bims, that we may Experience aljo their 
Tranſports of Delight, their Extaſies of 
r fl Foy and SatisfaGion in thy Worſhip |! 
En make us we beſeech thee thus Exceeding 
afic Jealous for Thee the Lord God of Hoſts; 
t may the Zeal of thine Houſe well nigh 

Lonſurte #5 5 #143 We acconrt it our ve- 
wi ry Meat and Drink to be doing thy 
bar Wills and let nothing flat and lifeleſs 
atv mingle it ſelf with cur piety and Devo- 
Jet, tion, 
Ut Does 


154 The "Prazer. | 
Does Gracious God, our Et 


Salvation depend upon our arigcht wy. 


{bipping thee, and do we worſhip th 
with a faint and heartleſs Service e þ 
cure the Deadneſs and formality of t 
Servants beſt Religious performancy 
eur the mndif. rency and Carthlyneſs i 


our Ajjed zons : eMMlake us rather to F 


on the wing of Devotion, to be alwn 


Lealouſiy afjecea n 4a Good matter, i * 
be fervent 1 Spirit, Serving the Lind 


that ſo we may Anticipate mmch. of a 
Heavenly State aud | emper, which fu 
be compleated hereafter , that oar lit 

at preſent may be full of. inward put 
and comfort, our Deaths of Joy ai 
Conſolation 71 brewing , _—_ our Eter 
nity ju 11] of Glory and { elcſtial Flap: 
7:c/s. Amen: for fe fake of oitr din 
Kecleemer, Amens 
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Cert ones won eee NOR 
Meditation X[T. 
On Truft in God. 


16 hw and Relyance on God is 


car 2uty and our Priviledge); 


tour Daty as we were created trail, 
| nA” Nece {{iitous BEINGS, and for 
f 6 that reaſon Cu; fiding 
; ones ; 
1s Selt-ſi 
« of Bappynets, whoſe infinite Perfe- 
: dons render him an object of our 
. Hope and Truſt proportionable to 
- eur greateſt Wants, 
i: move or R#}:. 


De pendant 
as wes” Get our %:ſtainer is a 
cient and AlV-fT; fheiene Store 


of Ability to Re- 
've our molt extream 
-iies, And What more 
& ealonable than that 


acute(t D.ii; 


Natural 71 


weſrould there place cnr Confidence 


and Relyarice, where we have our 
MUppoit and De; Endam E 2? Dut that 
we ſhould there fourd our Truſt, 

wha 


156 On Trift in God. 


where we cannot be Diſappointed 
But that a poor, helpleſs, diftre(; 
Creature ſhould ſeek abroad for Sy; 
cour and B.elief ? And where ſhou| 
he Seek it fo Suitably and EtfeCtual 


as in God-Almighty ? the fountain 


all Strength , the inexhauſtible M; 


gazine of Relief, the protecting $41 


ctuary of the diſtreſs'd who fly unt 


him for Refuge: A God as Willin 


and Ready, as Sufficient and Powe 
ful to Relieve us ! 


And that this flying to God 
Help and Succour, and repoling i 
bis Truſt and Confidence in tt: 
Deity, is the Conhding perſon's Pn 
viledge and Advantage as well : 
bounden-Duty is evident ; for wi 
can give that Man inward Quiet at: 
Tranquillity even in his beſt Con: 
tion, who 1s ſubject every moment! 
the uncertainties and viciſſitudes 0 
Human Atfairs,to all the Dangers, i 
the Hazards, all the Actual Evils ant 

Misfortunt: 


ted: 
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Misfortunes of this mortal life, but a 
Relying Aſſurance that nothing can 
befall him befide the wiſe Count], 
gracious Will and Ordination of that 
God in whom he puts his Truſt ? 
Whoſe power is of that extent as to 
firniſh all our Needs, and Satisfie all 
our defires, as to {ccure to us his fa- 
yours and blefitngs, and to keep off 
from us, or elſe Sandifie our trou- 
bles and afflictions : whoſe Omnipo. 
tence is directed by infinite Wifdom 
to Know what?s beſt for us, his Vi 
dom exerciſed in Contriving and Or- 
dering what's buit for us, and both 
his Power and \Wifdom vigorouſly 
moved in the'r operaiions by infinite 
Love and G-5dneſs to Do what's 
beſt for us : An wwnble conizence 
In God makes ns dcit: the worlt of 
the Creature's Threater.1ngs, frees 
ws from Carking troubles within our 
{clves, preſerves a firm peacefu! tem- 
per in the midſt of Storms anc. Ad- 
rerſities 3 giving us an unbroken 

H Mag- 


158 On Truſt in God, 
Magnanimity of Spirit, a true Donj 
nion of Mind over all outward thing 
and occurrences. 


All eur inordinate Care take 
without Gods immediately Ordain 
ing, or at leaſt permiſſive Proj 
dence, Will be to no purpoſe ; w 
cannot, as of our ſelves, add on 
Cubit to either our Bodily or Spit; 
tual Staturez we ſhall be Dwarfs i 
GriCe as well as in Natural Growti 
Without ie Aids of God's Spirit: | 
we calt all our Care upon the Dei, 
this Will be an Engagement On hin 
10 take Care of us; if we Truſtn 
God, ve necd not fear any thin 
elic, He will mightily Defend 0 


Sup? 4 WIT us, 


Ail other Objects of Truſt are Dt 
ceittul, becauſe Vaniſhing, Empt; 
UnLats fying ; either they are will 
io help and want Ability 3 or tif 


bave Ability and want williognch 


(l 


Dt 
Npt) 
11h 
the) 
neb: \ 

0 


Oz Truſt in God, T5 
or Elſe they are Deltitute of both, 


' 5nd ſo deſerve not any Truſt to be 


repoſed in them - Thus *cs with all 
reakhidons of Reliance on the 
Creature 3 but now God 1s ſuch an 


} Adequate Object of our hope and 


| comfortable Expectation , that we 
may be ſure in him to meet with no 


: Diſappointment 3 for he is willing 


| and Able, and earneſlly defirous to 


 ypply all our Wants, to Relieve all 
. our DNiſtreſſes ; to pardon all our 

Sins, heal all our Infirmities, Sarncti- 
\ he our depraved Natures He never 


yet fail'd any one who pat his Conh- 
dence in him 5 his Truth, his Good- 
{ neſs, bis Juſtice will not ſuſfer him 
to do it, 


We ſhall eaſe our ſelves of much 
anxiety and Tormenting Solicitude, 
f we remove all immoderate Care 
from our own Breaſts, and refer our 
affairs more to God's mary ns 
anagement « We mult Truſt onr 

HH 2 teives 


100 Oz Truſt in God, 


ſelves with the Deity, and into hi 

hands commit our Spirits when w , 
are Dying, why not Reſign on 
{clves and our Concernments into hi 
keeping now in our Life-time? Wha j; 
will be more Acceptable to doh, þ 
becauſe more voluntary 3 but thi {, 
'will be at the beſt in fome meaſur 1 
conſtraind. n 


If we do riot now 1n time of heal; { 
and proſperity, as well as at the hoy 
of Death and Day of Judgment con 
mend our Souls and ways to Ga | 
Cuſtody as into-the hands of a fait 
Fai Creator and moſt Merciful Rt 
acemer, we Rum and undo ou f 
ſelves; ſor if God keeps us not, ti fr 
moſt vigilant Watchman waketh bv K 
1 vain; if left alone to our ſelves a; 
tae Evil one the Devil will preſent} 01 
bear us Company : and this ot In 
wouid think ſhould be enough tt | 
make us ftcar being out of the Divilt 
Charge and Protection, E 
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On Truſt in God. I62 


The Deity has the tender Aﬀecti- 
on of a Father toward us, and con- 
quently the Carefulneſs of a Father 
concerning us3 'Tis He alone can de- 
liver us from all Dangers, and cauſe 
that we dwell in perfect peace and 
lifety « why then Stay we not our 
Minds on him £ Why deliver we 
not up our perſons to his Tuition ? 
Which is as the munition of Rocks 
forſtrength and preſervation ! 


O Lord I commit my ſelf to Thee, 
[ Truſt thee with all I have and am; 
the Truſt 1s no more than what thou 
Gaveſt me, be Thou the more care- 
ful of it, becauſe it came originally 
from Thee: Though Thou ſhould'(t 
Kill me, yet wonld I Truſt 1n Thee 
a knowing that thou canſt bring Lite 
out of Death, Light out of Dat knels. 
In the Lord have I put my Truſt, O 
kt me never be confounded. Amer.. 


H > T he 


The Fra Jer. 


( Thou who art the hope and i 
 fizence of all the Ends of i 


Crit, who r:cuer faileſt them who ju 


zheir truſt in | hee, make us evert 
j. 470 o_ T0 tt Goody eſs ; 5 make 
-wily to frely and depend 6 


oy "2 " our _—_ Grievous Diffal 


tics and Diſtreſſes : Keep ws, O Lui 
7 perſe# peace both of "Body ati 
Sou, whoſe Minds are ſtay'd on Thi: 
O ſufjer us not to Truſt in Creatins 
Cemfor tr, by oken Feeds which will 6 
ceive us, if we lean upon them : "Di 
zrake ns ſolely to confide in thee i 
ever/iving (704, who giveſi us all thing 
Rickly to Enjoy. Grant that we mi 
x inordinately car efi:l for ou bing, ti 
7n every thing by Prager and Supplict 
#7057 avs i, hog »hociving . 144 ek; 
known ou Fequejts wnio Thee 


Jus: 


PSS. 
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| The "Prayer. 16} 
God, the liveral Rewarder of all theſe 
who ſeek T hee faithfully. 


Permit us not, 0) Lord our ſafet;, 
to caſt away our Truſt and Confidence 
1 ut. in thy eMercy, but cauſe 2 to Retain it 
f ti 4s a fure Anchor of our Souls, fir; 
0 fi and ſtable unto the End ; when all 
veri Temporal Bleſſings ſeem to fail ws , 
ther when onr Eges are even weary with look- 
d « ing for thy Salvation, yet never let our 
fa Faith fail, but give ans to comfort our 
Loi, ſelves in thy word ; to look nnto the 
ai Truth of thy "Promiſes, and io the Al- 
ht, mightineſs of thy Ability to perfornz 
tim them s and from theſe ſupporting Conſi- 
} a derations,O wake us to Receive ſtrength 
Bil and Conſolation. 


ing Jn the multitude of the Sorrows and 
my perplexities of 'our kearts, carſe ws ts 
| by eaſt all or Care 197 tree, being af wreck 
ck that Thou careſt for 5 5 that I hou 
wa mwatchest over us by thy Providence, 
vir conſulteſt our welfare by thy V/3{clom 3 
a ; : _ W 2 
Ji. 'S; A ' 7 4 
? 
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and wilt in iy due time eject it byth f 
o t; 


(ood eſs and  Pewer. 


O Crarzt that we may commit i 
keeping of our ſelues, our Ways aii 
 corcernments unto | hee in well-doin 
45 into the hands of a faithful Creaty 
'Preſerver, and Redeemer 5 as knw: 
ine in whom we have belicved, ani 
being perſwaded that thou art able i 


keep that which we hate Committel 


anto thee againſs the Great Day « 


Redemption, 


When our Souls are moſt caſt dow, 
when they are moſt Diſquieted witii 
24, O give us Still to Tru$f in The 
who art th: help of our Conntenant, 
and our God ; let we beſeech thee, thi 
thought of our Relation unto, of wr 
propriety in Thee as Our God, ſilent 
all cur Doubts, Root out ail Diſiri 
nnd Ceſpondency from our hearts, ani 
canſe 53 15 adiere art Thee with a ful 
SNfairrice of beirg either eſeuti 

frot 


by th 
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165 
from our tronble, or elſe Gracioufly ſuf- 
tained und. r it, 


the Prajer. 


0 make ut chearſully to tely upon 
thee our Crod, in all our fears, in all 
our wants, in all our AffliGions ; ſeek- 
irg firſt the Kingdom of Heaven and 
its Kaghteouſneſs, and then not donbt- 
ing but all ether things truly necdful 
either for our Support or Leliverance 
ſhall be Added unto os, Amen, As 
men, 
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Meditation X I IT, 
On the Fear of God, 


TS our Duty, and tis our Ad 

| vantage and h: ;ppyneſs ; fer 

c Lord all ye his Saints, there's the 
Duty: s hi or there 15 no want to then 
:2r fear him, there is the kHiapoynd 


& T7 


Sg.” : 5 2 - 
> s 
Af P(:l't d O, Os 
L 


We naturally fear any one wt 


know will do us harm, or who has! 
mn his power to doit; aud ſure the 
we have Juſt reaſon to fear God: 
fidgments for our (ins, who is abi 
iO do us More harme than all yr 
world belides : for he hath power at 
- te? 


On the Fear of God, 167 


| terhe hath kill'd to caſt into Hell, 


tO purſue us with his Vengeance 


—  jnto another ſtate 3 and he ever hives, 


asto Reward the Godly , fotopuniſh 
Everlaſtingly the impenitent Sinner : 
And therefore our Saviour at the 
me time that he reproves our folly 
of fearing man, forewarnes us whom 
we ſhould fear, God Almighty ; ard 
he Reinforceth this his Exhortation, 
with a yea I lay unto you, fear him, 


And who would not fear thee O 
Lord God of hoſts, and Reverence 
thy Name 2 For thou only att Holy 3 
Thou only art to be feared - Witt 
Thee is power and Strength, with 
thee therefore ought to be Domi- 
nion and fear. 


O who is ſo much an object of our 
far as God £ A mighty God, Ke 
Terrible ! infinite 1n Jaſtice, Almigh 
ty1n Fowecr, Awful in Omniſcic nes 


_ 
a! i ad 


168 On the Fear of God, 

and Omnivreſence! And who if we 
will nor tear him at preſent, fo ast 
avoid Sin, will one day force us to 
frar him, when it ſhall be too Lat 
ro avoid Puniikment, 


Now this fear of God to which we 


arc cbhiged, 1s nor fo much a fear 


_o DON the account of his Exaqt 
T Juſtice and Aimig gbiy Power , as an 
; TIO Ty Regard oO Mm mixt With 
Love, and 2 warin {5 of fortciting 
is favour ; Tis a tearing him for hi 


- I " ” *þ ev 
very Goodncls ; that is, noto ONLY [el 
Cn ale oe F a Ee PE 
we loole our Share mn it , but 12 
a h ER 3 ? \ ” , 
Icttins ht Fifenttal Goodneſs 1n hin- 
4.7 & | -4.* ” 
{clf, and ns Communicated Goodne, 
unto us, out ofa \ principle of Inge 
4 | _ ok 
93 Gratitude, be our Chit 
I 
T8 


Obtgeaton to a Rell 
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and Ceye _—_ -'Fis a fear of Loofing 
{©2579 Love, more than o f teeting the 
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And 


On the Fear of God. 167 


And hath this fear of the Lord 
poſſeſſion of our Souls ? Do we fear 
tim with a filial: Reverential fear 2? 
More leſt we looſe our Intereſt in his 
Love and fatherly Affection, than for 
dread of incurring the ſeverines of 
his Juſtice,as our Judgeand Puniſher? 


Does our Conſideration of his mani- 


fold benefits conferr'd upon us, write 
in our hearts fuch an ingenuous Law 
of Thankfulnefs, as that we fear him 
more out of a ſenſe of Gratitude for 
what we have Received of his Divine 
bleſlings, than for fear of forfciting 
thoſe which are yet 10 Reverſion # 


Ah'tis this fear of Reverence, this 
fear of Diſpleaſing the Deity, this 
Holy Caution and Warynels, icit we 
err from his Commandments, which is 
the true Godly-fear, the moſt Accep- 
table in our Heavenly Fathers fight 
with a fear of vengeance to be cxe- 
cuted upon them , the very Devils 
{ear and tremble ; but 'tis only a Son 


of 
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of God, an Heir of Salvation, wyl þ 


fears God for his Goodnels ; fear 6 
Divine Juſtice and Almighty Powe 
is but the Beginning of Godly Wi 
dom, the firſt ſtep in a profligy 
Sinners Converſion ; but tis a fear 
God made perfect by Love of hin 
a fear to offend him and looſe hi 
friendſhip, which crowns the wo 
of Regeneration, and {hews our Ad 
vance 1n a ſtate of Grace and Saly 
tion. 


O our God, T hou art Tetribles 
well as Lovely , but Thou art alb 
Lovely in thy very Terrour; tt 
therefore {tand we 1n Awe of thi, 
le(t we ſhould forfeit thy good vil 
and favour - O how will Love 4 
well as Abhorrence create a Dread 
us! a Dread of offending our Belb 
ved : How will Gods Mercy as we 
as his Juſtice cauſe us to fear hin 
O! that we may fear and Love hit 
more; and ſo mich rhe more fer 
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is 


wal him, by low much we increaſe and 


' abound in Love of him ! 


And certainly tis our wifeſt way 


on all accounts thus to fear God 3 
| for they that fear the Lord , need fear 
- nothing belides ! they having ſuch an 
i Almighty Protector and Deliverer 
; their Guardian - They nced fear ro- 
. thing but ſin, and fuch a fear as keeps 


them invocent from wilful offences, 
keeps them allo calm and at peace in 
their own boſors ; preſerves them 
the Favourites of Reaven, and then 


they may dehie all the Power and Po- 
hey of Hell, 


The fear of any worldly thing will 
Leilen mens fear of God, but their true 
fear of God will tzke from them all 
llaviſn fear of the Worid 5 the Lord 
s 0n our fide, will they fay, what 
need we fear what man can do unto 
us? The fierceneſs of man's anger 
againſt vs God can turn both to His 

and 
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and our Praiſe, in cauſing us patien, 
ly to bear it ; and the Reſidue q 
Wrath will he Relfrain. Men © 
do us no more harme than God yi 
permit 5 but who can ftop his Arn 
when he ſtretcheth it forth to tak 
vengeance ? He can ſui:ddenly chang 
our Adverlſarics evil minds toward v 
into thoughts of Loye ans Bent 
cence, of Peace and Good will ; « 
at leaſt, I (ſhould have ſaid at mol 
for 'tis the Greateſt Þl-{ling Go 
can beſtow upon us 5 he 
amply Reward our light affliction 
which are but for a ſeaſon , with: 
far more exceeding and Etern! 
weight of Glory ! 


The fear of the Lord is our gra 
telt Wealth and Riches as well « 
Safety and ProteQtion ; they that fea 
the Lord, both Corporal and Spit 
tual bleſſings are theirs ; pardon 0 
fin, healing of infirmities , the Sup 
plies of God's Grace ; whether thing 

preſent, 


On the Fear of Ged. 173 


oreſent or things to come , all are 


' Theirs 3 and they are Chriſt's, and 


Chriſt is God's : God 1s the Por- 


. tion, the Lot of inheritance to 


all thoſe that ſtand in Awe of him, 
and fin not 5 and in him being hid- 
den all the Treaſures of Goodneſs, 
He being the never-failing fountain 
of Happyneſs, thoſe conſequently 
who truely fear and have an Inte- 


reſt in Him, can never lack. 


IfGod 1s our Father, where 1s our 
Son-like Honour of him £ If he is 
our Mafter, where is our Obedien- 
tlal Fear ? 


Ah who knows the power of Gods 
Wrath, who knows how Great an 
Object of Terrour he is, like the poor 
Diſconſolate and Deſpairing Sinner ? 
n whom the Arrows of the Almighty 
[tick faſt, and his hand preſlſeth him 
lore; againſt whom God writeth 


bitter things, and makes him to pol: 
el: 
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ſeſs the iniquities of his Youth ! Aly 
to ſuch a one God 1s fearful and Tx. 
rible indeed; he believes Gods | 
{tice and Judgments, and believiy 
that is, viewing them with a Senſih} 
and more Lively proſpect he fx 
and Trembles: For thereafter as: 
Man Fears, fo is God's Difpleaſure; 
his account z nay thereafter as a my 
Loves as well as Fears, God prop 
tionably Great is his Dread of looſin 
his favour; proportionably Grievou 
ts his Sorrow upon Having loſt i 
Hence we fiad Holy David cryin 
out with bittereſt Complaints, Thu 
did(t hide thy face from me, O Lot, 
and I was ſore troubled 3 O tur 
thee unto me again, and have mere 
upon mes; caſt me not away fron 
thy preſence, neither ſhut up th 
Loving-kindacſs 1n Everlaſting Di 
pleaſure. Such a Cuiting Grict dot 
the loſs of the Light of God's Coun 
tenance produce in thoſe who {it 
cerely Love him. T his Love _ 
| Cattet! 
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caſteth out all Servile Deſpondent 
fear, which hath Torment, and ge- 
nerateth tro Bondage 3 but it Quickens 
nd improves a filial fear, ſuch as 
eſtraineth from offending : O may 
we fear God more leſt. we forfeit his 
Love , than leſt we incur the ſevere 
penalties of his Diſpleaſure 3 may we 
far him with a Reverential Obe- 
dient fear as Sons, that we may ne- 
ver fear him with a burthenſome Diſs 
maying fear, as Slaves. 


a ee emma. 


lie 


Thou the fear of Iſrae), who 

ly art to be feared with a Sou 

raign Supream fear, ſo as to Extingui 
in us that of all other things beſide: 
when in competition with our fear ( 
T hee 5, poſſeſs holy Father, our Souls nij 
a-pious. Awe of thy Divine Majeſj; 
that we may ſerve thee our Lord ni 
fear, and walk before thee with an hun 
ble Rewverence: Endue our hearts wil 
 @ filial ingenuous fear , mingled wii 
Love and Obediential Rejpedt 5 mit 
ws to fear thee, becauſe of thy wi 
Goodneſs, left we fhould forfeit i 
Love and favour, more than for gre 
of incurring thy heavy Vengeance ati 
Diſpteaſure : Canſe ws to account ti) 
Loving: 
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Loving-kindneſs better than Life it felf, 
md then we ſhall dread the Loſs thereof 
more than Death, 


Permit #5 not, O our God, for fear 
of man to let fall our fear of Thee 5, but 
give #5 to fear 1hce Religionſly, and 
we need fear nothing elſe 5 nay we need 
wt fear thee Thy ſelf Slaviſhly, with a 
Guilty fear - Put bleſſed Lord thy fear 


into our hearts, that we may not at any 


| time preſumptuouſly Depart from thee, 
; but may with fear and Irembling work 


out our Own Salvation. 


eMake thy fear upon cur Souls to 
bea True Goaly fear, canſing us to 
walk and behave our felves as alwayes 
under thy All-ſeeing Eye and inſpe- 
Gon  Trembling with a fear of holy 
Lantion at thy preſence : Ever Obeying 
thee, becauſe we Love thee, and ever 
Obedientially Loving thee, becauſe afraid 
of Looſing thy Love , by offending 


thee, 
E777- 
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Grove us Gracious God, that feat q 
the Lord which is clean, Converting | 
ſoul, and Commanding that we depa 
from all iniquity 5, give us ſach a Dre 
of thy Divine Majeſty, as my mil 


vs Careful of pleafrnig thee, fearful i 


offending thee as may make 14 ini 
ſitive to ſearch thy Will, Diligent 
perforne it, and perſevering in the Ex 
erciſes of a 1feligions Awe and He 
rence unto our lives end ; and then thi 
Conſtant habitual fear of thee our (ui 
which has preſerved us from wilful ſr 
ing, or put xs upon Clearing the Gui 
of it bz Reper:t az:ce, will afford ws ju 
a Death-bed * Peace of &t4;nd, Conſult 
tion in belicuing ; and our fear of (ui 
will then be excnarged into Love ani 
Confidence , into Joy and Delight it 
kim at that torr of Death, and fi 
Foermore , omen, Bleſſed Savin, 
Amen. 
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Meditation XIV, 


. On Love and Charity to. our N eigh- 


DOAY 


Utual Love and Kindneſs 1s 
what the condition of our 
Nature dictates unto us3 for man 
being born a Soctable conver- 
ſeable Creature, is for that very 
reaſon born an Amicable Loving 
one; for to what End and pur- 
poſe ſhould mankind 4 tflociate and 
Live together, Converſe and hold 
Correſpondence, bit to perform 
perform offices of Aid and Afſliſtanc, 
of kindne{s and bencficence to each- 
other ? the very Notion ana com- 
mon 
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mon Acceptation of Humanity in 
orts Courteſie and Good-will, Ly 
ing-kindneſs and compaſtion. 


We are born alſo calamitous, | 
firm, neceſtitous Beings, and then 
fore mutually Dependant Creature: 
and Dependance on each other n 
_ ceſfarily infers a reciprocal help a 
beneficence : For what more Reafq 
able, than that thoſe who by Natu 
are liable to ſtand in Need of othe 
help, ſhould Aﬀord help to othe 
when in want and Adverſity ? 


'Tis the Prerogative of God ala: 
to be Self-ſufficient and Independant 
and therefore God who ſaw ever 
thing which he had made, and i: 
hold 'twas very Good, yet fav! 
not Good for man to be Alone, br 
reſolved on making an Help Me: 
for him; that they might be mutt 
ally comforting and Afliſtant to et 
other : Though in Paradiſe mi 
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was much nearer Self-ſufficiency, and 
further Removed from helpleſsnefs 
than at preſent - So that both Na- 
tire, Reaſon, and the Ordination 
of God dictate, that we ought to 
be mutual helps and common Bleſ- 
ſings to thoſe of our kind 3 as bein 
our ſelves int the body, Subject to its 
wants and infirmitics as well as other 
perſons, 


A further obligation to mutual 
Love and Beneficence ariſes from 
our being all very nearly Related, 
as Kinsfolks and brethren 3 as all 
caſt in the ſame mould, falhion'd ac- 
cording to the fame General Like- 
neſs, partakers of the ſame blood, 
of the fame common Humanity, nay 
of one very Subſtance, differenced 


' only in ſome few Accidental Cir- 


cumſtances uneſſential to our Nature : 
And ought not now this neareſt Re- 
ation of Conſanguinity to make us 
Loving and Beneficent to all) Man- 
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kind without exception © Ough 
not the Cement of one blood, tg 
unite us in one hearty Goodwill and 
Friend{hip 2 Should not Similitude 
and Likeneſs beget Love 2 Shoult 
0t one common Nature produce in 
us one common Natural Affection! 
Cauling us to love our ſelves in 
loving another, to do Good to ou 
{c]ves 1n doing Goo d to another: 
he being a part and member of ou 
very Subſtance 5 feſh of our fleſh, 
200 bone of Gur bone : And no 
1121, ſays the Apoltle St. 'Parl, Gt 
. 2G. EVCT F<t hated his own fleſh 
bat Loveth and Cheriſheth It , 
even as Chriſt the Church 3 and s 
we in conformity ought to Love and 
cheriih one another, 


'Tis Natural even among Savage 
i>caits for thoſe of the ſame kind to 
tiveat a Loving Agreement, and not 
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Mankind whoſe very frame has Ten- 
derneſs interwoven 1n it, be leſs A- 
nicable and Loving than Brute-Crea- 
tures ? 


Reaſon and Scripture, the Law 
of Equity, and that of e/Hoſes, the 
Prophets, and Chriſt, all urge aQts 
of Kindneſs and Charity from this 
rery. Argument, Whatever you would 
that men ſhould do anto you, even fo 
do unto them ;, eMatth. 7. 12. You 
no doubt, w cre your Ci: cumſtances 
luch as to be in Want and Diſtreſs, 
would that others {hould Kelis 
jou, have you chances a ready 
will and Inchnationto Releve others, 
whoſe Wants and Necclitties Chal- 
nge your Relief - And { ince V ON 
know not, through the viciifit ade 
of Humane Affairs, and ſome ſud- 
cn turn of Providence, but that 
the Now miſerable Condiion of o- 
tiers, may become your own ſome 
ime he nce; let the hazard of your 
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falling into want of Charity your 
ſelves, excite your Love and Bene. 
ficence towards thoſe who are ac. 
ally labouring under Penury and 
Aﬀiction. 


Giving Relief to others 1s an eafe- 
ing the * troubleſome Relentings - f 
our own hearts, which muſt need; 
be couch'd and ſorrowfully affected 
at the fight of a part of our own 
fleſh, of our common Nature being 
in Miſery and Diſtreſs; ſo that Love 
to others 1s the trueſt Love to our 
ielves, it relieving us of that Grit 
and mental Diſquietude which a view 
of others wants and ſufferings excited 
17 Us, 


Nay the very Refletion on an 
at of Charity fills one with Joy and 
DOclight, Refreſhes the Giver's mind, 
as much as the Almsdeed did the 
Aeceivers body : ſo that we the 
penefiGors are in ſome ſort behol- 


den 
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den even to the Relieved, for their 
yielding us an occaſion of ſo great 
pleaſare and Contentment - For to 
Recollect how we have been the 
Almoners of Divine Providence in 
diſtributing to the Neceſficous, how 
we have reſcued a poor miſerable 
man from Extremity of want, have 
Triumph'd over his miſery and miſ- 
fortune 5 and causd his refreſhn'd 
bowels in the very act of Relieving 
him to bleſs us, and bis whole perfon 
to offer up Pray ers and Good wiſhes 
on our behalfs 3 and how moreover 
we have made God hereby our 
Friend and Debtor, and have mnt- 
tated and Gratified in doing Good 
the Supream Majeſty of Heaven and 
rtarth 2; To Review all this after an 
Almſgiving , cannot. but raiſe great 
complacency within us, ang cauſe us 
to applaud our ſclves for having per- 
formed ſo Generous, ſo Godlike , 
and withall fo pleaſing and Dcelight- 


ſome an aGion. 
E 1} Nothing 
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Noting will adminiſter to us {6 
much Joy and Confulation when 
Dying, nothing ſo much ſtrengthen 
us ON a bed of ILanguiſhing, and 
make our bed in all our Sickneſs, x 
he Reficttion how we have 1n our 
Lite patt through acts of Charity and 
Munifcence — to our fclve 
Friends of the Mammon of Up: 
righ tcoulnels, Jaid up to our ſelve 
Treaſures in Heaven, a place of the 
bett Security, of the Jarge{t Interelt 
and improvement : How we hay 

een Eves to the blind, and Feet to 
the Lame, through our ſupporting 
Alms-deeds 3; how we have eviden- 
ced onr Love to God, by Love to 
our Neighbour 5 loving him for 
God's fake, and at his Injundtion ; 
How we have, like wife Merchants 
in a F orcign Country, Tranfſmiticd 

r Goods and. Effects &oforo us into 
thin our Native Region, whither we 


<; 


a * 


intend 
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intend and expect ſhortly to Return 
our {clves. 


Indeed I muſt Confeſs that Love 
to our very Enemies which Chri- 
ſanity enjoyns, has at firſt little of 
this pleaſure and Delight, which ac- 
companies doing Gocd to thoſe who 
never Dil-obliged us; nay that tis 
2n exceeding Irkſom and Difficult 
Duty, and that we are apt tO cry out 
tis an hard Commandment, who can 
bear It ? But befides that Return 0g 
Good for Evil, Bleflings ior Curiings 
Kindneſles for Injuries, is the _ 
s to overcome our Adverſary'y 
Enmity, and to convert it 3atO A 
reciprocal Love and beneticence t9- 
wards us; whereas a Retaliation of 


dif kindnefles ſerves only s em. 
heighten , and perperuaro Qcarrile, 
and oftentimes ends 10 the uicr 
Auine and deſtruction of both the 
contending Parties : Belides this, if 
we would bz CG 
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venly Father, perfect as he 1s pet. 
fet, we muſt be Merciful even as he 
1s Verciful, who 1s kind unto the un- 
thankful ad to the evil : Who asto 
his common favours makes no Diffe. 
rence 1n their diſtribution, but cau- 
{-th kis Sun to ſhine, his Rain t 
deſcend on the Good and Bad, 
on the Juſt and Unjuſt perſon, 
eHalth. 5. 45: 


And oh how well docs it Become 
us by heaping Coals of Love on our 
Aadverlſary's heads, to endeavour to 
melt them down into Peace and Re- 
conciliation ! How well does it Be- 
come us tne offended not only to 
forgive, but to be the firſt in ſuing 
for a mutual good Agreement with 
our offenders, whenas God himſelf 
by nis Vinittcrs bufceches Sinners to 
be Aeconcilea unto him ! Whenas 
nis toly Spirit firtves with our ob- 
Ittngzcy, woes and importunes us by 
his Golpci-Profers, and by his inward 

S9tls 
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vlicitations to give over our Rebe]- 
lon, and accept of the terms of Di- 
vine Grace and Pardon ! 


Ah where is our Love to God, if 
we have little or noneto our Brother, 
who bears his Image £ Where 15 our 
Love to the Deity, if we obey not 
his Commandments ? And this 1s one 
of his Commandments, tFat he who 
loves God, (hould Love his brother 


allo, 1 Fobn 4s 21. 


How dwelleth he in Chrilt , 
and Chriſt, in him, in whom 
the Spirit of Chriſt, a Spirit ot 
Love and Charity dwelleth not e 
How doth ſuch a Perſon do what in 
lim lyes to defeat the Prayer of our 
daviour, that we might be one as he 
and his Father are one, we one 10 
Unity of Aﬀection, as they are one 
in Unity of Divine Effence 3 whe 
hates his Brother, or is at variance 
with him ? 

I 5 He 
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- Ke 1s not a Chriſtian ha hath no 
true Faith in Chriſt, and he hath no 
true Saving Faith, whoſe Faith wor- 
keth not by Love, both toward 
God, and towards Man. 


Hath Chriſt thought thy Brother 
worth his Dying for, and doſt Thou 
Ungrateful Wretch think him not 
vorth thy Living for, in all Oitice 
of Love a1d Kindneſs towards him! 
120{t thou confider that thou art no 
Firtzer a Chriſtian than thou art 
Charkals- and yet profiic{t thoy 
Croritianity and continuelt Unchi- 
ritible £ For Shame Man either Quit 
ty dillcmvicd profefilon, or elle 
Reaize it Dy acts ct Mercy and bene 
O what a pattern was Je fog unto 
ns of Love and Good-w1iil, or Real 
$05! [Tar ita, AS of kindneft is / who 
went about doing Good , made it 
hi chict buſineſs and Employment ; 
bealing all that were diſeas'd both 1n 


Sout | 


_ 
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no | Soul and body : And who herein 
no | Recommended his Love, moſt mag- 
r- | niticently Diſplayed and Illuſtrated 
>| it, 1n that while we were Enemies 
he Dyed for us ; and {hall not this 
move us to Live unto him 1n Opve- 
er | dience to all his Commandmente, and 
ou | particularly tro That which he hath 
o | Dignified with a more peculiar Re- 
&© | commendation, Calling 1t His, by way 
1! | of Eminency above the reſt > This is 
0| My Commandment,ſays He, I hat ye 
it | love one anotherzas I have loved you, 
yu | that ye alſo Love one another, Job? 
-| 15.12. And oh how can we well do 
it | otherwiſe, who have our Savicurs ſo 
© | expreſly plain, fo frequently inculca- 
- | ted,ſo preſſing and urgent Injunctions 
ofthis Duty z who have his ſo Illu- 
0 | ftrious and ar ranynay Example 
|| forit z who have the fo potent Aids 
and Ailiſtances of bis Sririt of Love 
unto the performance | Ah cal We 
deny any thing to the Lori w! wo aa 
{5 Dearly bought and Redern wn ns 
BY 
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Had it been fome Hard thing that & 
Great a Benefactor had enjoyn'd yy 
would we not have done it? Hoy 
much more when he bids us Love and 
be kind to one another ? Ihe moſt 
Eafte, the moſt Delightſom of all 
Cuties, would we but Try the Ex 
periment ! 


Ah ſhall we not do it © Shall not 


we Chriſtians who have one Faith, 


one Hope, one Baptiſme , one God 
and Father of us all, one Gracious 
Mediator and Redeemer ; have allo 
one Heart and Good-will to each 
other 2 Shall we who are Brethren, 
Heirs of the ſame hopes, of the fame 
bleized promiles, fall out and Quarrel 
by the way 17 Our journying tO our 
tome arid Father's Houſe, upon the 
account of things indifferent and meer 
Trifles, if compar'd with the Subſltan- 
tiais of Religion 2 Snall we violate 
| _ that moiſt weighty Vital part 
- Chriſtianity , for meer Circum- 
ſtances 


to our N righbonrs. IG3 
tances and Externals of Divine Wor- 
ſhip 2 of no worth in themſelves, but 
only as made Afliſtant to Piety and 
Devotion ? 


What though we are not all of 
the ſame mind 1n matters un-cflential 
0 Religion , as indeed how ſhould 
we be, aok/ of the ſame (1ze of Un- 
dritanding £ Does however our 
Difference of Judgment lay on us any 
fatal Neceſlity to Differ alſo in Love 
and Afftion Tt oagh we are not 
xll of one Mouth ſpeaking the ſame 
things, yet cannot we be all of one 
Heart > We ſhall never be of one 
mind, till in Heaven we behold 
hings i in one and the ſame Light , 
or at leaſt each of us in a Suthcient 
one; but we both may and onght to 
be of one Good-will on Earth. Ah 
that our Little Ditterences in opinion 
— Rites and Ceremonies , 
ould contribute more to our Divt- 


ions, than. our General Agreement 
iN 
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12 fundamental Doctrines (which y; 
all acknowledge able to make y 
wile urito Salvation) does conduc 
to our Union and Coalition ! Whil: 
our Minds Agree in Chriſt in theE( 
ſentials of his Religion, let our Wil 
alſo be conjoyn'd; for what an Ab- 
ſurdity 1s 1t, that we who are to live 
togetaer 1n Heaven, it our Unchari. 
tablencſs hinder not, ſhould live at 
variance here below £ 


O Heavenly Samaritan, Thou ho- 
ly Jeſu, Prince of peace, Look down, 
Look down ; benold here a milcr- 
bly torn and Divides Church ; torn 
with Schiſme and Faction , fallen 
among Robbers and 5po.lers , who 
molt inbumanely have Entreated 
her 5 behold with a ſuccouring con: 
paſſi ON her bleeding wounds, whict 
are as ſo many \ ouths 1 1mportunate- 
ly begging it : Pour thy ſuppling 
on and Wine of Union 1nto her 
Sees, bind up with the bond oy 

all 
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and Concord her broken ard Dil 
oynted Members 5 Paſs not by on 
the other ſide of the way , 2s aid 
the Relentleſs Levite, but lei the 
Diſtreſs'd fight of our 'miſcry r.oVe 
thee tO compaſſion , and thy Com- 
rallton produce a Speedy Relicving 
US 


Sippreſs in us, blefled Saviour, 
Entirely baniſh from us that Stingy 
Selkthneſs of Spirit, that narrow 
Confinement of Love to a Sect or 
Party which ſo much abonnds in 
the Nation, and make ts of a more 
publick Generous Temper, more 
Conſultive of the Good of the Com- 
munity both in Church and State ; 
And then the Spirit of Goo, the Spt- 
rit of Love and Unity fnall dwell 
among(t us; Love i}! Go our Guide, 
and Love {hall be our Guard and [Ze- 
tence; Love ſhall fit us tor Heaven, 
and Love hal] Conduct us thither : 
Nay Love {hall briog down Heaven 

UDO 
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upon Earth unto us 3 ſhall make y; 
live in Peace, in Amity, 1n a Joyou; 
Complacency at each others Happy: 
nels. Amen, Amer, 


The 
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The * Prayer. 


OUR God, who haſt taught 8 

that all our doings without Cha- 
rity are nothing worth, that he only who 
dvelleth in Love, dwelleth in T hee, and 
Thou in bimz ſend thy Holy-Ghoſt, and 
pour into our hearts that moſt Excellent 
Gift of Charity, the wery bond of Peace 
ard of all Pertues 5, make us Children 
if thee our God, Diſciples of our Dear 
Lord and Maſter, in loving one ano- 
ther, as he hath loved us; in being 
Merciful, as Thou our Heavenly Fa- 
ther art e/derciful. 


O that the ſame mind: may be in us 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus, who went 
wout doing Good ; healing the Diſ- 


6454, 
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eas'd, coraforting the AfticGed » COM. 
pajſronating the Diſtreſſed 5 and whi 
pity did not content it jelf with a han 
ſajzing, Be ye warmed, le ye cdloatie 
be ze filld, and deliver 'd from yur 
Sufferings; but witch did always Ex 
it ſelf in ffeal AGs of /HZercy and by. 
neficence : O' make ws alfo thus fil 
lowers of our Redeemer's Steps, lin 
Exceeding pittsful and compaiſionate 
and atlually employing all our abiliti 
for our neceſſitons * Brethrens Succon 


ard Kelief. 


Give us we beſeech thee, O moſt my- 
ciful God , ſuch a Sympathiz ing Tin 
aerreſs of Spirit, that we may be det 
ly affeded with both the wiſeries ani 


proſperities of our A enghbours 100t-| 


ning with thoſe theit mourn, and Rejiy 
Cing with thoſe that Rejozee , as Livin 
e/Hembers of our Saviours enyſtical by 
ay, kis Church : O that it may becons 
the Center of Urity and Concord, tit 
wry fog and Delieht of the wi! 
Fayth, L | Fir, 
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Fulfill O Lord, that promifed oleiſang 
if ilineunto the Chriſtian State, wheres 
by the Wolf is to dwed with the Lamb, 
ile Locopard to lie down with the Kid, 
the Calf and the young Lyon together 5, a 
litde Child to leaa them, a w eancd Child 
jo put his hand on tie Cockatrice-Dcn 
ad nothing to ens or deſtroy inthy holy 
meuntain 3 but ll fury, y malice, and 
bitterneſs Lezn ws 2 away, Goſpel Love, 
ard Peace, and Gentleneſs of Spirit is 
to ſucceed : O may this Gracious Pro- 
miſe be near its Accompliſhment 5 may 
tis Lirſed State, this Kingdom of thy 
Dear S027 come Quick ly, 


0 thou Compoſer of differences, thou 
God of all * Peace,Compoſe thoſe unhappy 


-| Animoſities which are too much propa- 


gated amorcg Chriſtians, let them not 
ary lorger Diſhono thy Name, brirg 
a 7 oil Report HP077 OHY Holy Profeſ: 

fron in Gercral ror weaken the Inte- 
ref of the Proieftas f Religion 77 par- 
ticular «Bu ut orant tat by Drotterly 


VV Yr 
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Lowe and Concord we may Adary 11, 
Cofpel of our Saviour, may win oy 
Converts thereunto , and ther 
Enlarge, Strengthen, and Advan 
the Kingdom of the Ever - bleſy 


Jeſs 
Let the "Peace of Thee our God Ri; 


in our Hearts, to the which we n 
vall'd in one and the ſame hope of « 
Heawenly Inheritance ; that as we ha 


one Lord, one Faith, one * Baptiſme,| 


one Giod and Father of ws all; ſo w 
may henceforth be all of one Heart, avi 


of one Soul, united in one holy bond if 


Truth and 'Peace, of Faith an 
Charity. 


And being thus Studious of Emnli 
ting each other in kindneſs, provoking 
thus one another to Love and Goul 
works , and being in ſuch a manner ti 
Sons of Peace on Earth, we ſhall 
fitted ard made meet for the joynt par 
ticipation of Heauenly Glory , wher 


Hs: 


£ 
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my we all Reign KKejoycing in each 
thers Happyneſs as Sincerely, if not 
tmally as in our own. Amen, Bleſſed 
Jeſus, Amen. 


Meditation 
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Mceditation X V. 
On Improvement in Grace, 


He Lite of Grace 1s beſt eyi. 
aencd by Growth therein; 
Spiritual Life no more than the Ns 
raral one can ſaubſiit without Activity 
and progreſhive Viotion 5 where-evet 
the feed of God is ſown in Truth and 
Reality, it will fructifie and becom: 
prolifick : In the School of Gracz, 
as well as 1n that of Humane Leart 
ing, not to Go forward and mak 
improvement is to Go backward: 
and Vertue, like a tender you} 
Plant, if it does not Thrive and 
Flourili 
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flouriſh, 1510 a Tendency to Decay 
ind Wither. 


The {lothtul unprofitable Servant 
vho did not improve his Talent, is 
in the Scripture-reckoning, in our 
Lord annd Saviours account nigh as 
had, and as ſeverely puniſh'd, as the 
unjuſt Steward, who wickedly em- 
bezzled it 3 and not to make uſe of 
Grace, its here reputed the ſame 


-| thing as not to have had it 3 Tohave 


it by Exerciſe and Improvement is 
judgd by God the only true Poſlct- 
fon; and he who has not the Gifts 
and Graces of the Spirit in this man- 
ner, is ſaid in Holy Writ only to 
kem to have them : And inſtcad of 
encrealing their Store, tis deroun- 
cd there that he ſhall locſe even 
thole meaſures of Divine Vertues 
which were once afforded him. 


Genuine Grace cannot ſtand at a' 
tay ; if it does-not Aſcend and im- 
prove, 
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prove, it infallibly Declines : And 
when God gives us this Talent t 
Trade withal and encreafe it, ſha] 
we fruſtrate his End of Giving it b 
letting it lye Dead and unexerciſed? 
Did Chriſt purchaſe us the Graces 
the holy Spirit, at the Dear and in 
eltimable Rate of his own Blood: 
ſhed, and (hall we Neglect then 


when ſo purchaſed e Did He by hi]! 
precious Death, and All-prevalen|: 


Intercefhon procure the Effuſton and} 
ſending down of thoſe Graces, and 
ſhall we flight them when ſo ſent and 
beſtow'd on us 


Ah what will not obſtinate Ingri| ! 
titude of Sinning do! It will makew| | 


turn the bleſſed means of Grace int 
occaſions of Damnation ; make whit 
was intended tawards us a Savour 
Life unto Life, to become the Savour 
of Death unto Death 3 through our 
mad folly, and ſupine Negligence! 


[f 
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If we would but ccoperate with 
Divine Grace, would but duely 
Exerciſe thoſe proportions of it we 
Already have, we ſhould foon find 
ger Ones flow, ing in upon us from 
tbove, and we it od haye more 
\bundantly of God's Epirit 5 If we 
would but water and cultivate upon 
his implanting Gracious Diſpolitions 
n our Souls, he would give Encreaſe 

to them, and perfect them into holy 
Fram for former 
Grace well comriv'\] with, fit and 
Qulife us for tarther Svocecdy: 7g 
ones and the Santtifving Li 1ght of 
he 20ly- Cnoft, Itke that of enc Sun , 
Mnes in upon every Eye of the _- 
nane Underſtanding Wen Wil « 
ſen to Recenve It, 


And therefore dis we find 
a Good Motion in our r Hearts, let ns 
'rmember 'tis afforc (cd a5 tO IMProve 
at Good Diſpoſition intos vertuotis 

it >} 


menu FeC of 
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AQ, and to Grow thereby in Grace, | 


when-ever we find a check of Con 
{cience againit Sin, a Reſtrainin 
tuggeſtion of Gods Spirit, let y 
carry it on till we arrive to an Hz 
tred of that Vice 5 let us procee 
trom an hatred of 1t to a Refſolutiq 
of Amendment, and from that to 
attual Endeavour again(t the pari 
cular imquity. 


We are accountable to God na 
only for that meaſure of Grace 
have Receiv'd, but alſo for furthe 
Degrecs thereof, which had well 
managed the preſent ones, we ſhould 
have been made partakers of 3 and 
therefore not only the miſ-uſing D: 
vine Gilts we were polleſfors of, but 
' Tikewiſe the hindrance by that ml 
ulage of God's beſtowing on us fu 
ture Ones, will be charged upon 
to our Condemnation, it we fet no! 
to the work and improve preſent 
Gracious intrutiments, And whi 

ſhould 
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hould hinder us from doing it © 


-| The Dithculiy of ſuch in antreree 


Ing ? Alaſs this is Leften'd by the 
Divine Aids profierd, and which 


| will certainly Aftiſt us 12 the perfor- 


mnce. And whar, | pray, can ſeem 
| Grievous , when an Aimiplity power 
knds an ny hand to alleviat; 


{| the Burthen ? 


Ah it argnes a weak and Low 
Meaſure of Grace to Covet after fo 
nuch of Holinefs __ as will barely 
aempt vs from Hell, and carry vs 
*| oHeaven ! Such a mean Spirited 
pron in Religion, ſhews that Grace 
s not his dctire upon its own ac- 
count, upon its pure intrinfick worth, 
tÞ but meerly as 1t frees him from Dt- 
ine puniſhment 3 'Tis not for Love 
[of the former, fo much as for fear of 
lhe Latter, that he would be parta- 
| ker of Holincſs at all - but ah how 
Little do they deferve Cr Glory, 


who are not dcfirous of the moſt 
50 N* Fillers 
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Ecotial part thereof, Divine Grace 
in an encrealing Meaſure Ah þ; 
there Lifferent Degrees of Celeſtia 
Bletſednels attainable, by differas 
Degrees of riety, and thall not thi 


raiic tn us an holy Emnlation, {| * 


zodly Ambition to Aim at Heroic 
Extraordinary Meaſures of Good. 
neſs 2 At the very Higheſt procure 


%”* ny 4 
Go 13> £ 
AVICHE 


Let us conſider that the Longer 
*ne credited Loan of Grace remain 
in cur Cuſtody unimproved , the 
Greater daily will Grow 1ts Debt, 
and the more ample and enflamed 
ibe Reckoning which we ſhol] a 
the End of all things be call'd to give 
:2 5 and then to whom much wa 
Given, of him ſhall much be Re 
quired 5 and whether we have put 
Gut our Talents of Grace to Ulur 
or no, yet Intereſt and Encreaſe 0 
ther will be demanded at our hands: 
ir being that we ſhould have bect 


bulicd 


CV 
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| buſted about the procuring, how- 
wer we have left it unprocur- 


od. 
Then at th2 Day of final Ac- 
0mpts it will not be Enough to 


lay, Lord, here 1s what 1s Thine, 
what thou committedſt to my Truſt; 
| but where is the [Improvement of it, 
where is the multiplying of it will 
be Enquired 2 O theo r<!t not St; Tt: 
fed with preſent Attainments, with 
weak unprogreſive Meaſures of Sins 
tity, but forgetiing the things in 
Religion which are behind, which 
malready arrived unto, let us pres 
forward to the mark for the Prize 
of our high Cal ling in Chrilt 5 en- 
deavouring after the perfect 
folineſs 11 God's Fear : And then 
He who ts an overiioW112 aa = 
of Grace and __ ine: i9, "md Aj NG 17} 
communicates of it waere ever ta 
nds Subjects Cavable of his Com- 
munications, will cauſe us to pro- 

\ 2 cecd 


zo Os Improvement in Crace, 
czed from Strength to Strength in 
Rn ps , from one Degree of Grac: 


::]to another, till he has pray , 


Our Bencw 'd Nature, and fitted »; 
- Eternal Glory, Jim, Amen, 
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Thou Divine Fountain and 

Diſpenſer, Thou Author and 
Finiſher of every Good and perfe# 
Gift, perfect we beſeech thee that Good 
work of Grace which T hou haſt begun 
j0 work in ws, carry it on to a full 
Growth and Maturity, Aſjiſh ws 
Fly Inſpirer fo conſtantly from Above, 
that we may be always in our Thonghts 
ina Aﬀe@dions there 5 that wrateuer 
Good ! Fougt ts are at any time ſurgeſi- 
id to our Minds, muy Spring wp Trio 
fat "Principles, and all our heavenly 
delires may become a Neew-Nature, the 
conſtant 1lenour and lemper of our 
Oirits 5 and all our hily purpoſ.s and 
Reſointions may Adwvarice ir:to 4 ſerious 


K 4 pratfice 
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Maiie us, O Gea, wio are thy Hu 
banc! y, ug unto {reces planted by tis 
£ivers of water, which brizg fu 
fruit ia their dae ſeaſon O Suffer u 
ot to be like f[rees without fruit, 
"twice Dead, pluckt up by the Roots; 
but grant th. our Leaf of holy Profef 
from 11: y Cer fel, ror our Cood friit 
niiler, but that whatewcy Picas work 
1-0 {342 777 has; a it me ty proſper c : Grait 
Foal Fre #1cre we Advance in jears, Us 
(7reatcy bt 
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Rinkteonſneſs in onr mature Age, and 
may then be chiefly fat and well. [ik- 


ing, 4s 10 our improvements in Fict;s 


ns, 
0 bleed Lord, give us to beconre 


fl tus mire and tore Like thee, parta- 
t| kers #2 a larger. meaſure of thy Di- 
vine NC ature and Excell mone-oh (1iwe 
uw to kuncer and thirſt more aft 
Righteouſneſs , that we may is an 
lber Deerce ve Satisfied therewith ; 
Give ws to lay up to or ſelves Trea- 
jures of race for Heauin, rather tha? 
Treaſures of e/ammon upon Earth; 
lo multiply and encreaſe our Spiritnal 
lalents, to Grow Kich in F oth and 
(709d | Works, to Ai iſe up to a foul 

ag 7/2 C hrijz Fe eſus , to wat. 
wrthy of thee our God unto ail well. 
pealing, perfeciing of hol? neſs 7-1 thy 
fear : ; fo be filla with all the jruits as 
thy Spirit which accompany  Solua- 
won 3 That the this F being T2 
ad Aboundive, an \ntrirce way 
'K «& bs 


_ pA 


The Pri Ter. 


te adminijired unio us abunday ant} 
i:to the CROTIONs / aca of ou 
Ford aud Saviour Jejas Chriſt, þ. 
mcn, bliffed Saviour, for thy Cri, 
and 'Paſſ tron Sale. Amt, 
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Y the very Thoughts, the 
| very Name thereof, itrikes us 
with Horror and Affrightment | 
but alas the firſt Temporal Death, 
what is it if compared with the ſc- 
cond Erernal one ? which is to be 
tne fad Portion of all finally impe- 
merit Sinners | 


Were the Temporal Death the 
rnd of all thir 193 with us, cit It 
Uctermine and Anail:tate our Be- 
Ings, it would be ſo far from be-. 
coming affrightful to the Wicked and: 

Im-- 
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Empenitcnt, that they would rather 
oladly Welcome it, as the Reſcuer gf 
them from what they molt feared, x 
Penal Retrivution for all their hols 
12s Provocations 11 - Lifes but 
rne FROM eration that the itt Deaj 
aly an Inlet unto > Beading 0 
the » Yea wralch A nNEVEr to hay 
an End 3 Oh how muſt this prone 
coubly attrighting to the Perſon un 
prepared for the Temporal, and 
thercfore obnox1ois to the Eternal 


Neath ! borh reluGant Nature and 
fuilt cauting him to Dread it. 
Th acute Dolours of an expiring 
£3nner's Body, make him Wiſh to 
ye, but then the more torturing 
tTerrors of his awatren yd Conſciencs 
1roe NT ED rttraG thoſe Wilkes, and 
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ry Deſires and Choices, tic Guilty 
Apgonies of his Mind pain him more 
than all the Convulitve Severities of 
his Difeaſe 5 fo that they Antictpate 
his Hell on Earth, and give him to 
fel fome of its Torments, before he 
goes hence " Experience them 111 
10 the Gro\s ! 


But with the Righteous Coy 
Perſon 1t 1s not Pts : Death inde 
to him may look at firſt ſomewhat 
afiriphttul, 1t being an abbortrence 
t0 Nature, a forcible Separation of 
Soul and Body, thoſe Dcar Compa- 
rI0ns ; but then being preparcd tor 

cath, he living 10 a continual pt- 
ous Expectation of it, Faith, Animas 
ting and Confirming Faith, ſtrips in 
bis fight that Ring of _ of all 
bis D.ſmaying Gaftlincſs, (News him 
with his St1 ring the Guilt of $1n, to» 


tally pull'd Out by the ſatisfactory 
Suljerings of our Saviour, bids the 
Good %jan walk through the Vel- 

Icy 


dy $ Oz Dat h. 


ley of the Shadow of Death, ani 
tear no Evil 5 Gives him a Delight. 
ſome Profp << beyond the Graye 
Admoniſhes him to look forward to 
that Immortal Life, and Joy, an 
Glory tet before him; and 1n fine 
Repreſents to him a bleiled Reunion 
of Soul ard Body at the General Re 
ſarrection, never tO part, NEVET tO be 
ſeparated agaimm. 


Death to ſuch a one 15 as a Wel. 
come Night of Repolc after the hard 
Labour and Foil of the Day : They 
Reit from their Lavoars, ſays the 
Scripture 2: Tis as the Enjoyment 
the Promiſed Land, after a forty 
Years wearylſome Wandring 1D the 
Wildernefs 5 nay, us 16hiiwcly more; 
{13 the Introquttion inro an Heaven- 
ly Cazen 5 and Oh how Tranſport 
Ng Mulk 1. be to have Sho _ 12 pe- 
ritiovs Gul: /; ms 2eath, arid to be 
latcly Landed © = þoar! 
0-1 lovi Þaci WESTW: i fhnre On tit 
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Wrecks and Dangers we have happily 
ccaped,and to f11d our ſelves all on a 
ddain furrounded with New unex- 
rerienc'd, unheard of, and before un- 
conceivable Enravithments ! Oh who 
would not Gladiy' Dye, to become 
Pollefior of fuch an Inheritance ? 
who would not gladly Live 1n per- 
retual Mornitication here, to be made 
Prtaker of ſuch Toftinne Deltghts in 
+ Future Sitate £ Oh Our Life which 
we faltly ſo call, deterves not ſo Good 
i Name 3 Our Life on Earth, 1s but a 
Ueath compared with the Erernal 
life and Bleſledneſs Above / They 
only Live, who being freed from the 
Fetiers of the Body, from the cor- 
1ptible Principles of Mortality, are 
our of a Capacity of Dying any 
nore, end. enjoy the utmoſt Delights, 
With a full Atfurance of ever enjoy- 


: y 
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unto, but 10 an Actual  Tendency tg- 
wards it; We draw 1n Vital Aire 
only to breath it out again 5 and 
fleep, the livelieſt Image of Death, 
is the beſt Repairer of our Life ; by 
reaſon of which frequent Repairs,out 
_ ſcems no other than a ſucceſſive 
Living and Dying : Nay, our ver} 
Health , the beight thereof what 
ir, but the next {te pto a Zeclinati: 
on tato Sickncls 2 many times an 1m: 
_—_— Cauſe and Occation there 
tz for when the Blood runs high- 
ſt thence often proceeds a Feavour; 
and too Great a Quantity of Spirit 
may prove fatal, as well as the want 
cf them : Juſt as an Houſe may fall 
oOppreſt with roo much bulk and 
weight, as well as through Weakne 
__ Slightnefs of zuilding, 


Ah then that Men who live n 
continual Hazard of Dying, ſhould 
ict demean themſelves with ſuch 
Careltls Security, as if they were e- 

vir 
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vcr to Live ! Ah that upon this mo- 


ment, for ought we know may iNe- 


xnd our happy Eternity, and yet we 
quander away whole Days, and 
fears in Venity 1 O when {hali we 
hecome Wile, and conſider profita- 
bly our Latter Eng £ When ſhall we 
o number our periſning days, as to 
zpply our hearts unto Gediy Wit- 
dom 2 Time palics on, though we 
nind it not, improve nct its patling 3 
Time paſles on, and brings us every 
inſtant the nearer to Eternity : O 
how ought we to take care that it 
bring us to an Eternity'of Bleſſedneſs - 
That the end of our Days prove 
to us the end: of our Hopes, even the 
falvation of our Souls ! 


Alaſs what Vanity of Vanittes , 
what meer Nothings at the hour of 
Death, will ail th1ogs here below 
pear unto us, Which Now look 
{0 charming, and take off our minds 
ind endeavours from providing for 

our 


222 (in Death, 
our happy Departures / How then 
will all our purſuits, all our poſk|, 
ftiors of Honour, of Riches, and 
Pleature, appear as a Dream , as : 
vantibing Shadow 3 ſo that we {hal 
at that time account the wiſdom 
this world folly and madnefs ; (hal 
with, wilk Earneſtly that with all ou 
other Gettings we had Gotten more 
— Underſtanding ; had layd 
larger Comfortable treaſures of 
a ——_ Conſcience, had been as 1n- 
duſtrious for the Concerns of another 
Immortal Life, .as for thoſe of this 
vain Tranfitory one ! 


Let vs therefore take Advice of 
Death in time of health; Death 1s a 
faichful Counſcllor, and will nat 
Dece jvc, will not flatter us $ and fcc: 
mg us nvceHary for us to Dye one 
fine or other, ard as nece{liry unto 
Dying w.ll, that we often medit:t: 
upon Death, let us make it the tre- 

quent 
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zent Subject of our thoughts, and 
in fuch manner view things Now, as 
they will certainly appear to us at 
our near approach towards Death, 


O may we not live in ſuch a ſtate 
whercin we would be unwilling to 
be Surpriz' d by Death, unwilling tO 
be c2jPd to Dye, betorc we have 11- 
red to any good purpole z but may 
we through the Spirit mortifie the 
Decds of the Body, that we may be 
made Alive unto God 3 What we 
would wiſh were done when Dying, 
kk us do that Good and vertuous 
work at Preſent : ; and What wiſh 
vere undone then, let us ſhun that 
wicked performance now 3 or if 
pcrtorm ed, _ it by Repen- 
tance before our latter End over- 
takes - us So. {nil} we be Ready 
for Dying, ſo ſnail che [Jay of our 
Deaths appear better to us than the 
day of our births : 5 WE COMIPg 1nto the 

world 


SB 
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world crying, as born to Labour and 
Sorrow 3 but going out of it Rejaj. 
cing, as afiured to find Reſt, and Ef 
and Enraviihment of Soul, An 
blefied Savieur, Thou Reſurrecia 
and the Lite, Amer, Amen, 


The 
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The Prayer, 


Holy Feſa , thou Lord of Life 

and Glory, wio by thy Death 
hft overcome Death , aud open'd 
mio as the Gate of ET ering 
Life, at the fiour of Death, and 
mn the Day of Facigment, Grrod Lord 
Deliver 1 3 Gr dit "1h al he Ez:4 of our 
fe 07 Earih, may be the ' Beginning 
tous of a bleſſed Eternity 72 Heavs en 5 
that the Second Death, {e PEVENr-CEA- 
lng one may have mo #,ominion oucr 
#3 by t that when we al; cortinue Li- 
ving with men, we May well witl- tee 
ow God, and Converſe with all the 
blefed Society Above. 


Grant, Heavenly Father, that when 
we come 10 tze on @ Death-bed, we may 


Le 


2 26 The Pr ?yer, 


be able to Ieok backward with Comfar 
ard Conſolation on a well ſpent Lif, 


and jorward with a bright profpe& 


(ory and Immortality, beyond the 
Graves that when we are nigh uh 
Deaih, and our bodzly ſtrength Lan. 
guifhirg, our faitd and hope may he 
vive and become vigorons 5 and we may 
then feel the jozous Approaches of that 
Salvation, which we before had wroiuli 
out with fear and trembling, 


We know, O Lord, that "tis appoin- 
ted for all men once to Dye, and thi 
70 one can reſcue his life from the jit 
of Deſtrucion, ard jet do we live u 
if we had made an Aoreement will 
Hell, ard had an unforfeitable Leaf 
of our tives 2 0 etve us T0 Dje uni 
in Now, that we may ſleep in Chriſt a 
our Departure ;, ard. be Awaken'd, it 
Raisd to tife again in the Reſtitution 
of all things, Afford ns ſome tt 
freſhing beams of the Light of thy Ke 
conciled Countenance , when paſſin 

thirouzh 


alt 
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through the dark valley of the Shadow 
of Deaths, grant that we may then fear 
no evil, but may hwve the 1eStimory of 
1Good Conference whiteh may be a ſups 
tortarrg Cordial to onr weak and fains 
ting Spartts : Grant that we may not 
live in ſach an unprepar'd ſtate of Sou, 
« that we ſhould be afraid to Dye, and 
dppear before thy Judgment. ſeat 5 but 
emſe ws ſo to Demean onr ſelves, as 
that theNting and Terrour of Death Sir 
my be taken away, before Death it ſelf 
laps hold on Hs 5 that when it COMMEes, 
w may welcome it with Smiles and 
ladneſs 5 may lift up our heads with 
Joy at our haſtening Diſſolution, as 
knowing that then the time of our Re- 
demption draweth near, 


'Be T hou preſer:t with ws at the hour 
of Death O bleſſed Jeju, who ſuffereaſt 
Death for ws upon the Croſs 3 by the 
vertue of that thy precious Death, Swee- 
en we beſcech thee the bitterneſs of ours « 
When our Ejes fhall be Darln.cd in the 


A o 
ATNOETEY 
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Agonies of Death, kindle in onr bear 
the Light of Saving Fuiths, when oy 
Specch ſhall fail and leave ws, O doth 
ſpeak Inwardly unto us by the Comfort 
of thy Epirit, and grant that we my 
ſpeak mentaily unto Thee by Dew 
Siehs and Groans which cannot bent. 
ter'd ; when we are nigh unto the Eni 
of our Days, may we be r:igh the endif 
our Hopes, ever the Salvation of on 
Souls: O givearin our laſt Exiremitiu 
Jay in believing, Flope in onr Latte 
Crd, bumole R'!ronation of our Siri 
into thy bands, er: fool y Contempt of thi 
Earth, an Enflamed Love of Heaven, 
[ onging ae{ires to be with Thee, witl 
our Saviour Chriſt , with Ange's ani 
Glorified Saints, which is much betta 
than bir g here, Amen, Araen, for tl 


e/Hercics ſake. 


Meditation 


jon 


— 


Meditation X V I I. 
On the Laſt Fudenent. 


Ethinks I view the Judge of 
the whole Earth, Terrible 


ſ . . . 
ind yet Gracious, coming in the 


Couds of Heaven with all his Glort- 
ow Retinue of holy Angels 5 me- 
thinks I hear the Arowzing Call of 
the laſt Trumpet 3 fee the innumera- 
ble Dead take the Alarm, Awake, 
Move, and Riſe at its all-powertful 


wummons, 


[| behold raethioks the Rig __ cous 
kiling fill With Smiles and Fxulta- 
lon in their Faces 3 as knowing that | 

'P rar 
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d Fverlaſting fire prevared for the 

bh | Devil and hits Angels ! 

F 

| Oh the different EffeRts 

7 | different Sentences have on the Per- 

d | ſons they are otrected unto |! 

't | Righteous receive _ CEntence 

+» | with Joy and ' Acclamstions , with 

| wnſporting Thanks an 1 Hallch:ats 

I with : an hn? ble Admiiation tha 

Ds | RecOmper ce of their flnite Defective 

I} | Services, frond boa far more Excee- 

le ding 2nd Fe ral weroht of Glory | 

The 1 

> | their Doom with hid: | 
and Lamentations, With heart-picr- 

ang SOrrOV Ss and Afirightr "En S, 


v | Iraitiers def 
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ſure of a preiling Invitation to ac- 
cept of ſo much Bliſs and Happynek; 
behold they Run, they draw near 
upon the firil Intimation of it 5 they 


fly with haſte into the poſleſſion of | 


their Eternal Inheritance ! 


They now pleaſe themſelves in the 
R.:mem brance of their former Godly 
> 5 rs ifications, and Self-de- 
ryal, witch through the Wercy's of 
God, and Metiits of the Saviour, 
ave pre ocured them ſuch an excce- 
ling Great Rejoycing / All their for- 
mer Tears dry up at the ſight of their 
Giorious Redemption, and they 
would not for a World but they had 
Denyed themſelves in the Lite pall, 
rnat nOW 50 the Reſurrection, of the 


jult, they may be own'd and Appro- 


md of by their Advocate and Ac- 
cquitters 


Depart ye Curſed ; bleſſed Lord 
whither {hould they MT they 
Goe 


[ 
| fron 
muſ 
curſ 
the 
nve 
and 
tt 
the 1 
Citi 
fron 
teng 
naſt 
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Goe any where where thou art not 
preſent , Woo {left all things 2 tho 
ti cy tefbend INTO the | £3 Cer, 3nd res 


mitn in the nttermeo t parts of the 


. gs 
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they mike te Darkinels of Hull | their 
yet thou art $%/ allo; 
J "op THE LP $5 BY £Z «TA 
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13d tem 01ft, and thine Alrnianty 
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anart from Mie; A D pairture 
Pa ; 


from thy 'B. -atifick preſence, O God, 


muſt needs render the Departed Ac- 
eurſed ; for Thou art all that's Good, 
the Lok therefore of Thee 1s an U- 
nverſal Loſs: Thou art the Center 


and Reſt of the Soul ; and therefore 
0 be ſeparated from Thee mult be 
_ tiemoſt unquiet and miſcrable Con- 


lition imaginable, A Departure 
rom the Joyous Light of thy Coun- 
nance, O blefled Jela, who only 
halt the words of Eternal Life, can 
&tainly be no other than Eternal 

L. 2 Death, 


F v.00 
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God , ior their Loſs of heaven] 
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DIC, arid iull of Glo ory, 
they would bay COrments -d with the 
PG: uftert internal Re- 
ions; ſhould be banifi'd into fire, 
11to fire Everlaſting, into fire Ever- 
laſting prepared for tae Devil and 
his Angels, the worlt of Company, 
the mot Diſmal Soc tety 3 Oh, how 
Poubty ailictive and vexatious mult 
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May our habitual mindfulneſs of 
this Day of future Reckoning, cauſe 
us to place a watch over our molt Se- 
cret Thoughts, a Guard over our 
nolt Innocently pleaſant words,over 
ow moſt conceal'd Reiwed ations 3 
ways remembring that God is about 

1d Will rg 
every Secret thought and par! pole of 
he heart into Judgment, with every 
Je word, and raoft clandciiine per- 
formance. 


IL d& '@, the 
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O the brightneſs of the Diſcoveries 
of that time of Tryal ! How S:ar- 
ching , how pcretrating ! No De- 
fence, no Palliation, no Denyal, 


will that Day ſerve cither to Counte: 


nance or to cover our unrepented 
fins 3 1n vain will it be to offer at <1- 
ther Excuſe or Concealment 5 the 
Darkneſs of hidden wickedneſs (hall 
appear no Darkncis at all , but 
{hall be unto God as clear as the 
Noon-day. 


Then ſhall not a well-diſſembled 
Hypocrite in Religion, any Jonger 
paſs for Sincertty, and the power of 
Codiincfs z then fall not habitually 
Toren ge 3 vicious arpetites and patl- 
flons atiy longer paſs for pardonable 
NU ne Unirmitics z a bare Negative 
noiyatt, the not having d ane any 
"4 "Ci243Q435 Cy, inall _ enen gatts te 
for ihe want of Real i POL '& Piciy 
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Gcol we could 5 neither ſhall bare 
Dcfires after Grace, without the effe- 
tual Endeavours, be repu a Grace 
it felf: But all falſe Uiſoauilcs (hall 
he taken oft from both our ſclyes 


and others, and a Man hall be ac- 
&pted only for that he Really hath 


OC —— 


of Vertize and Goodneſs, not he 
hat which he ſrem'd to have of 
nthis World, but truely had not. 


The J:f{t ſhall then be Hardly 
band Julr 53 the Righteous (hall 
karecly be Sivedz O where then 
hall the Sinner and Ungouly ap- 
xar £ How ſhall they Stand, as Ju- 
ted, when Judged # 


0 may we 1n ſerious thongntful- 
[ts there0n, fancy our ſelves betore 
6 Jadgment-s Seat Oi _ Chrittz may 
ie Examige our foives whether. we 
re Ready prepared for the giving 


4D OuUF Accou its: ? Whether 018Fy Lives 


re able to bear a f{trict Scrutiny at 
EL -£ the 
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the Day of our Juciges Appearance? 
What holy work we would then 
more cſpectoily deltre to be found 
in? And that let us Noy 
7 pceuliarly be bufied about: 
viſas its we would then be moſt 
Atluned of, and wilh it had never 
been acted, or incerely Repented 
of 2 And that let us Be ENT of Imme: 
1i25clv, 1 this our fcaſon of Grace 
ang Sclyation c 7 ve think no Re- 
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art Angry 5 Who can be cleared 
when judged, {houldſt not thou in 
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The * Prayer. 241 
mſneſs which is of God, through faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus. O that when we are 
Judged we may be found in Him, ha- 
ung an Intereſt in the Merits of his 
Death and pajſuon | O that be wi is 
0 be our Fudge, may likewiſe be our Ad- 
weate and Acquitter ! 


"Blrffed! be God the Father, bleſſed be 
te boly Trinity , that thou merciful 
Teſu art to be our Judge, wioo by Aﬀſu- 
ming humane Nature, wa:t toucht with 
1 fellow-feclig of our infirmmties , be- 
(Ing ia all points Tempted as we are, pt 
nithout {irs that thou mighteif have 
(ompaſſion on ws thy brethren who are 
Tempted, and that we might come the 
more boldly to thy Fudgment-ſeat, fira- 
Io (Grice to help in that Greateſs t71112 
if Need : O may we obtain Here, 
when our Lord enters into Judgement 
with as 1 May we be Acquitied , 
when Trzed ! Hay our Saviour look 
mall be bas Done , on all he has 
Wfered in our behalf, when making 
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dings of thy Hediation and Izterceſ- 
ſor, the Kigour ard Scoerity of thy 

final Sertence 3 carſe us 10 live as if we 
wer heard that arouzing Simmons 
mr Bars, Awake ye dead, and come to 
_—_— O mihe us in appro 
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On Heavy, 1g | 
Het 
of | 

F J5- / A place where Gods 
+ A} Honour dwells, where his Hoe 
nour and Glory dwell in the molt yo 

Supcreminert Degrce / Where 13 the 
blciled Jeſusin all the pompous Re- 7 
ipl:ndencics of his Exaltation , Sur- |þg 
rounded with infinite Honours of his | fn; 
perfect Obedience,and molt meritori- y 
ous Sifferings « Where the RefleGed 
Ruys ofthe Divine Maj. ity :di1New the 
Luttre to the brighteſt Cherubims; hy 
and the innumerable Holt of Heaven, Unk 
the Glorifted Company of + Faints and Pn 
Angels, drink plentifuliy of thoke yg 


Rivers 


= fires Refin'd and Spiritzz! , Sincere 
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wok 
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7, Heaven. 245 
Rivers of pleaſure which are at God's 
Right hand for Evermore / Plea- 


ind unallay d with any mixture of 
Sorrow 5 plcaſures fixt 21d Durable 
x God the Unchangeavie Anthor of 
hem 3 ſo compleat as to Satisfie, and 
jet ſo Recreatively Satisfying, as not 
to become Dull and Cloying : For in 
Heaven a Continua} treih Addition 


of Happynefs flowing in upon the 
Foul, both Gratifies 1ts appetites, and 
aſp Quickens and New - Excites 
them, 


There the bleſſed Inhabitants be- 
tolding conſtantly the Beatifick Pre- 
knce, are changed thereby from Joy 
0 Joy, from Glory to Glory 3 Re- 
eve inceilant Communications of 
the Divin: Hy nererit Fulneis, and 
uve theis Deſires hereby the more 
unfiamed, thee Capaciries the more 

ccerve {ti} fariher par- 
inpations of God's inexhauſtible 
bounty : 
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ries of Truth, to the Myſteries of |the 


Creation and Providence, of Re- 
demption and Sanctification 5 to the 
now puzling Difficuiticsof Nature and 
of Grace, of God's Preſcience ard 
Man's Free-will : Here "np the Wills 
aiio of tne Glorthed are renderd 
orformab'e unto, are Wo thewod up 
in, and made one with God's Holy 
VWiil and Pleabire 3 that their Afe- 
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On Heawves, 2.47 
heir bretaren Angels burn with Di- 
vine LOVE, arc epnflamect win koly 
ArcOurs of + Devout Grattnds anc 
Thankſgiving to God 1tt: Author of 
their Beings, and kina boſiower and 


— 2 hw 


referver OL ail tact E130} mcNnts 

Heaven ! The brigat Aaboad of all 
right, and pure and Clarltice Souls / 
Of all thoſe who have had Heavenly 
Tempers and Diſpoitions implanted 
n them here z who have Contemned 


f [he World, Triumph'd over its de- 


e 
d 
i 
ls 


; 


paving pomps and Vanities 3 who 
| Crucified the fleſh, with the 
Corrupt Luſts and Aftections theregat ; 
vho have vanquiſhd Fell, overcome 
be Temptations of the Devil, oftcr'd 
i Grateful] YI -nce to licaven, by 
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2.48 O:: Heaver, 
There in the happy Regtons 4. 


bove, they reap the fruit cf their |! 


pious labours, with a plentiful Tote. 
reſt and Encreaſe of Glory { Ther; 
all the Good, all the truely Wiſe, 
31] the Juſt, and Chaſte, and Chari. 
table Souls, of whom this World was 
not Worthy, who were burniiiz and 
{bining Lights amidit a crooked and 
perverſe Generation , by tir Sin- 
galarly holy Examples, {nite as Scars 


of the firſt Magnitudein the Kingdon | 


of Heaven 3 they Love God with 


the Intenſeſt, moſt Dutiful Aﬀetion, | 
and they Love one another as them- | 


ſelves, without any Envying of Repi- 
ning at their Neighbours happyneſs, 


who cnjoy a Greater Degree there | 


of than they ; but each Beatifted Spi- 
rit enjoying as much of God and 
Heaven 35 e 1$ capable of Receiving, 
1 fily Sari fed with his own mea- 
fure of blefledneſs, and derives allo 
pleaſure and Contentment from th 

pollc{ſions 


fo 
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_ roſſeſſions of his brethren thoagh 


nore highly Glorifyed / 


There 1n Heaven they Love, there 
hey Adore, and there they Enjoy 
or an Endleſs Duration 3 there 
heir United Employ of Loving, 
Trafing, end Worlipping God, of 
(turning him T raokſgivings for all 
he Miracles of his Stupendious 
love; Unite them the more 1nti- 
mtely unto God , and Unite them 
ib more cloſcly in AſtcGions to one 
mother 3 a Glonified Saint not repi- 
ting at the more Advaiiced Glory of 
nAngel, an Angel of an infertour 
VIrder, not Grudging at the Happy- 
i of a Superiour 3nor any of thoſe 
lorning S:zrs of the Creation, En- 
Ting the Saints their molt Nutter» 
us Honour, in having the Humant- 
j Dignified with a 2erfonal Union 
0the Godhead / 
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Oo Heaven / The Glorous Recep. 
tacte of Heaven-born Souls, of the 
Favourites and Sons. of God, when 
{hall I come and Appcar before him? 

hen {hal} T be made more exaQtly 
Like mi , reing him as he 1s) 
VWhen {hall I be 10yn 4 tO the [Jevout 

Adoring Quire _ Angels? O Cele 
{tal Ter mple, How my Son] [0095 to 
Enter The the Holy of Holies / One 
gy in thy Courts is batter than 2 

Fhouſznd cl apheore! Gracious God 


deny me what Then wilt of this | 
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252 On Heaven. 


Awaking up at the ReſurreCtion af. 
ter thy Likeneſs, we may he Satis- 
fied therewith. Amen, Amen, holy 
SavVIQur. 
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The Prayer. 


Soveraign Excellency, and moſt 

Exalted Bleſſedneſs, whoſe De- 
lobtſome "Preſence makes Heaven, and 
tie hiding away of whoſe face in Diſ- 
laſure, 3s the chiefeſt Conſtituent of 
Hell; O grant that having Such an 
Feaverr, ſuch an Exceeding and Eter- 


; ml weight of Glory the ObjeF of our 


Fiith and Hopes, we may labour after 
m Heavenly frame and Diſpoſition in 
mr Souls, which may YLualifie us for 
tie Celeſtzal State hereafter : Grant that 
ve having Given unto us ſuch Crcat 
md precious promiſes as thoſe apper- 
lining to this Life and a better , may 
"5 the incitement of theſe become par- 
ukers of thy Divine Nature, eſcaping 

M the 
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O HFolz Falter, gize us a Liu 
FI zew of cavern by an Eye of Faith: 

:d ſo Raiſe np our minds tlither, thi 
We #145 always have env Thoughts, on 
LNDefres, our Converſation there, when 
we look, for the Saviour 5 0 Saks t1 
ſuch ovedient Subjeds of thi thy King: 
com of Grace, that we F by 0 CLOMIC (4s 
EY Ae « of 13, K 7040 #1 © (21or « Con- 
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CE7775 p aiffer 108 7h Kind , lat ouly in| 
Neg ee of purity Grace bene Glo 
m1 its Dawn, in its progreſjive light 
py Sancdification , Ain Glory bein 
(2r 2c Ki ipenices into e/rtalurity , Con 
ſummated ints perfeftion , and thert- 
jore as we hope for 4174 wonld become pat- 
Ares be Cetcii7al Glory, bring down 
Helj Je! @ much of an ficauenly tem- 
PCr ana bavit into our hearts at pr. cfent : 


Make ws tO CONCEF? e of Heaven a of 1 


pure and holy Site of Life, rather thr 
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The Prager, "ns 
f it as a P lace ard Soat of Crd oi/olng 
Enjoztnerts 5 to Conceive of it 5 c 
fling more in the bliſsf, l frame « ard |4- 
os Daalities i f' our Souls , than in the 
3 frition of any External Heavenly Op- 
ects 3 ard conſ.quently cauſe #35 T0 he 
on mall A: ons that Heaven ſpoula C12 
ter into as by the way of Poly eſs here, 
a that we may enter into Heaven by 
the way of Happyreſs ereafter; 7 hat 
mnſrdering Fleaucn 4s a place wixrein- 
1030 Hackon {Ling C4} Enter, CO5f» 
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250 The "Prayer. 

Fathers Houje, for an Heauenly Com. 
trey , an ſafe y Condud 1s thither 
whilſt on Ezrth in the midſt of Life we 
are in Death, O canſe us to ſee the 
Goodneſs of thee cur Lord, in that 
J.and of the Living Above, which on- 
ly aeſerves that Name; T here, Thr. 
will be no need of the Sun by Day, ti- 
ther of the Moon by Night, for the 
Glory of thee our God will Enlighten it, 
and in the Light of Thy Conntcnance 
we ſhall be Sure to ſee Light : O lift 
up the partiu! Light of that Counte- 


Wa#ucenpon us at prejeut, canſiio ns i | 


'ong after a more plentiful manifeſia- 
$2002 thereof zn itie Life 10 COMME, 


Sable is Heavenly Father more is 
Admire thofe inexhauſtible Treaſures 
of thy Groodnefs prepared for juch 
Lowe and fear Thee, which Eye hath not 
Seew, wor Ear heard, neither hath it 
enired into the heart of eMan to con- 
cerces O thy unmeaſurable Goodneſs, 
whereby we are not only deliver d from 

ſuffering 
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The Prayer. 287 
ſuffering the vengeance of Hell-tor- 
ments, but alſo #24de capable of the En- 
jozrerts of Heaven ! What ſhall we 
render unto the Lord for theſe ineſti- 
mable benefits which te Deſigns to be- 
op pon #s & O give us to Conform our 


ſelves to thine Image in Holyneſs, that 


we may behold Thee our God in Glory, 
where certainly we can want nothirs , 
where all our Deſires and ExpeGations 
will be compleatly Gratified  becanſe 
Thou our Supream Happyneſs will be All 


* |in All unto 95 ! O let ws be Thane, and 
' be Thou Ours to all Eternity, Amen, 


Amen, *Blefed Redeemer. 
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ents el Lit - 
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Hell / A place where ts Varicty or 
torments, Extremity of torments, and 
iernity of torments 5 not one way, 
but a Thouſand ways to make a poor 
Soul miſerable, Everlaſtingly miſe- 
nable : And who can bear Varicty F 
Who can bear Extremity 2 V/ho can 
bear Etcraity of torments 5 And yet 
all this we muſt bear, if ever it be 
tne fad Ict of any of us to becalt in- 
to Hell, 


Here a mixture and interchange 
of Mcrcies, allays our Aflidtions and 
Occalions of ſorrow 3 be tin Mel 

1 A theres 


260 Oz Hell, &c. 
there's noizing but pare unmingled 
miſery ; nothing to be ſeen, bur Oh. 
;3=(tis of Ferrour and Aftrightment ; 
;:othing to be heard, but hideous 
ROY! rigs and Selt- Dxccrations : 5 00 
1167 16 be felt, but utmoit pain and 
corment « Not one merry Day, and 
one ſad; not one hour of Grief, 
and another of Eaſe 3 not one Croſ; 
and another Comfort, as it fares with 
us on Earth; but all Crofles and all 
Curſes without any the Jeaſt mitiga- 
tion do concur mn Hell, like lines mee- 
ting in their proper Center / 


* And no wonder they do ſo; for 
tis the doleful Befidence of the mi- 
Ierably Depraved, and finfully De- 
generate 3 ofthe feartul and unbelic- 
ving, of the abominable and Mur- 
therers 3 of the proud, Angry, ma- 
licious and Revengeful : Qualities of 
mind which are their own torment 
and Damnation ; which render the 
unhappy poljeflors of them Suitable 

Aflociates 


| 


| 
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Aſſociates only for Devils and Repro- 
bate Spirits : Loſt to Goodneſs, 
Funk into the very Dregs of fin and 
mplety', 


O Hell, where nothing Good in- 
habits 3 where Darkneſs fills both the 
place and minds of thoſe baniſhed 
from God's Preſence; blackneſs of 
Darkneſs for ever fills the place, black- 
neſs of roy horrour , and Deſpair 
their Spirits ! 


Oh the Senſe of their Loſs afilits 


'nore thoſe wretched Souls , than 


does the ſenſe of their pain and An- 
2th ! The ſenſe of what the Righ- 
tous enjoy, and of what themfclves 
night have done, had it not been 
their own favlt , aftlicts more the 
Damn'd than do all their Helifh 
butterings 3 for that there ſhould be 
in Heaven which they ſhall never 
Enter into, that there ſhould be a 
God whoſe blifful fight they (hall 
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Belices, the finally Obſtinate and 
i2;ſobedient carry the Foundation: 
matter of puniſhment in their own 
Boſoms, vis. their Sinful Unregene- 
rate Nature 3 and what a wonder 1s 
: that the infernal flames ſhould 

rveriattingiy prey upon Never-cea- 
{199 $; aitable kewe}? Or what unequal 
)-aling in God, that Endleſs puniſh- 
CU (ould be the diſmal portion of 
Zonalels Guilt and Demerit ? So long 
45 there 1s SIN to be punilii'd 1n the 
iamned, ſo long of Necetlity muſt 
Continue their puniſhment : Nay. 
thould God ceaſe inflicting any Po- 

inive Sufterings, ſhould Hell ceaſe 
is External T orments, yet would an 
Ba abicmitly impureand finally wicked 

perſon bzcome an Hell within Him- 
far; his C corrupt Luſts and Paſitons 
for want of their Sutable vicious Gra- 
tifications, would continually Tor- 
{ure and Difquiet him 3 So that 1t 15 
not 19 mach God that Condemns the 


perſevering Impenitent to Eternal 
Miſery, 


On Hell, &c. 265 


\liſery, as his own Evil Unrenewed 
Nature 3 which continuing for ever 
nchanged 1n the other Jife , muſt 
needs render 1ts unhappy Owner for 
rer wretched and miſerable : Now 
$it not Righteous, that Incorrigible 
(bſtinacy ſhould be Endlcfly punt- 
hed 2 That thoſe who had they Li- 
ied for Ever, would have fin'd for 
fver, (as it may Reaſonably be Sup- 
wſed all finally impenitent perſons 
would have done) ſhould be Tor- 
nented alſo Everlaſtingly ? 


| God propoſes to our free and Ra- 
tonal Choice either an Eternity of 
\iſery or Bleſſedneſs z now 1f End- 
{x Glory be Deſpiſed and Rejected, 
that Remains but Endieſs Miſery to 
be the Sinners juſt Lot of Inheri- 
ance Eternal Miſery ſure 1s not 
nore D.ſproportionable to a Vicious 
Like, than Eternal Happyneſs to a 
Vertuous 3 and therefore fince the 


Reward promiſed to our Obedience, 
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Tell me no more then of Gaining , 
the whole World, and Loofing there. fy 
by my own Soul ; That is of more ,, 
worth, coſt more to be Redeemd, ,, 
than that it ſhould be barter'd away jj 
upon fo Slight a Conlideration ; Tell ,, 
me no more of indulging my fleſh 
into Eternal Ruine to my Sprrit; [ 
had rather live a Life of uninterrup- | 
ted Self-denyals and Mortifications, ,y 
than beDamn'd ; than be Expoled to p, 
the Death Endleſs and inſufferable ! g,, 


O! "is this ſuffering without any 4, 
proſpect , without any hopes of a 9, 
Relcaſe, nay , with a certain Aſiu- y4 
rance that their torments {hall have y, 
no period, which is the Hell of Hell , 
to thoſe Deſpairing Wretches who 
inhabit it 3 who are not only to in 
ſuffer during all Eternity, but whats þ, 
'' more, they ſuficr the Evils of a Re- (, 
probate 


1s, 
to 


3 
> 
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rrobated Eternity, 1n every moment 


hereof z by conſidering each inſtant 
hat what they now feel of moſt 
ute torments, mult continue to be 
their ſad portion for Ever 5 without 
Allay, without the Jeaſt Eaie or In- 
ermitlion / 


Bleſſed God, is this the Death 
which” is the Wages of Sin? Is this 
Endleſs miſery the Concluſion of 


* ſhort momentary vicious pleature £ 


0 come Pain and Anguiſh, come 
bodily D\iſtreſs and Aidtion , ſo 
hat my Soul may be Saved in the 
Day of our Lord ! Let me but eſcape 
fell hereafter, and Give me my 
dell upon Earth. O the heinous 
Vature, the miſchievouſneſs of fin , 
which leads to this place of Suffe- 
ings / May we by the fear of Hell 
be driven to Heaven 3; by fear of 
God's Juſtice be induced to lay hold 


ON 


»* p BS. A -_ * - >. p 

on his Mercy , That confiderins the 
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Hoſt Fuſt and imparttally Se- 
() vere Divine Being, who jo 
ueſs [irs , that thou puniſhedſt it in 
hve own Son, that thou parſueſt it 
mb Eternal Vengeance into another 
World 5 O Grant that by thy Threat- 
wing of Hell-Torments, we may be pres» 
ined from ever coming there 5 may be 
kterr'd from thoſe wicked actions 
wich lead direly hither : May we 
Arfrer the end of thy creating an Help, 
wich ras by the Afriaht ment thereof 
mroued into Divine ovediential Love, 
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kindneſs in preparing a Tophet, a plus | 
of puniſhment for impenitent ſinners, « 
in providing an Fleaven, a place of #1 
Glorious Frecompence, for the prrſexe. 6 
rinely Good and Rightcons ; in thi 
tho didſt intend by thoſe different Ol. 
jeds of our hopes and fears, to addrij a 
thy ſelf differently to our various Tom- ' 
pers and LUiſpeltions, and to Drin I 
thoſe to their Duty and Happyne(s,ly y ( 
thy Demmciations of Vengeance, wi ſi 
would not be Led to it by the promiſu 
of future Glory and felicity : O hin bn 
Graciouſly haſt thou hedg'd in our wy if 
to Everlaſting Bliſs on every ſide ! Uſing ®' 
all means that we ſhould not Err and 

Depart from it ! What conldſt thi k, 
heave done for us which thon haſt nt 
done ? We bave an Heaven to Allureto 
Obedience, we have an Hell to Det 
from every wilfull impiety : How utter 
ly inexcuſable ſhall we then be, if we | 
break thorough all theſe fences and San- A 
Gions of thy Laws, | 


4 


Pi 
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plac | 'Pat Gracious God thy fear into our 
7, as (ner parts, and make us to Tremble 
+ fu thy Judgments ; being Awed by thenz 
(ere, into an holy Caution that we at 0 time 
ily; \iuntarily offend thee: Knowing the 
();. Terrours of thee our Lord , O Grant 
Ire, (hat we may effeually be perſwaded to 
14. 4 breaking off our ſins, and an Ap- 
vine Mjing our ſelves nnto Holyneſs : Give 
jb # Grace to Eſcape as for our Lives out 
wh ifthe filthy Sodom of every wicked i11- 
rf [\ity, never Jo much as losking back 
ton on them, with an Eze of complacency, 
"__ I the flames due unto them overtake 
bn # 1Nawares. 


ar 

hy Canſe us we beſeech thee to flee from 
net n by the awakening Con{uderation of its 
tg ing the only way whereby to flee from 
cy ſie wrath to come 5 O may the Eternity 
. if Hell-puniſhments , reſtrain both our 
Inclinations and Embraces from the 


eaſures or profits of (in which are but 
ſir a Seaſon / 4 


(77ve 


mh 


C74 7he hrs 

Give us often, holy Father, to As, | $i 

ir ſelves theſe Startling Deterring Oe | 
flions, whes? about to fn wilfully ; Hon | w 
can we dottlizs Great wickedneſs , and ih 
by nining againſt God, provoke his its ' is 
fruite Fuſtice and Almighty power t1 at 
rs us © Who of as can dwell with fo 

everlaſting butrrings © Is it not a = Il 
ful thing to fall into the hands of th « 
Foerlivirg God , who is a Conſumin bi 
fire? Is it not a "moſt horrid miſery, j ba 
be Eternally a ſecking Death, aud je < 
zever to find it in the Regionss f Dark 
zeſs and Deſpair ? 
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Ty which fc fire 2} brck C473 0t be 2luenct. A 


on | will eter be prezing uÞ » Gice 2 
and therefore (rood [i ord, = DUTH uUD Fa 
its | jmmoral bej, aud firaw, aud Stubble 


” t0 af preſent, and then the #8 PIR 
with for the Devil as, oy his Ancels will bag 
ear. no power over ws 5, meitier will fo much 
th « the Smell iheresf Pace Þ: jt won US 5 
vin but we ſhall be received into Ev erlaft Jing 
, bh babitations of Celeſt;1 Glory je. felte 
jw ct}, Amen, Amen, 
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On Prayer, and the Powerful Efficacy 8, 
thereof, his 


RATYER, 'tisa Duty of Natural ;,4 

Religion and Worſhip; the Ob- p, 
ligation thereunto being founded in yj!; 
the Eternal and immutable Reaſon of , 
things: In Gods Supereminent Ex- |,,,, 
cellencies and perfeCtions, and in our 
own Dependant Indigent Condition 11, 
as Creatures. "" 


Weare borninfirm and weak, poor {| 
and Neceſiitous Beings, in Condition 
Alms-Peopleand Beggars ; and there- «;; 
fore to pray alwayes is a Duty in- {j.; 
cumbent 


' 
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cambent on us from the ſtate cf our 
Nature, as well as by the Command 


and EnjunCtion of God-Allmighty. 


Prayer, tis an Acknowledgment 
of God's Awful Trankcendent Maje- 
ty, and of our own deſpicable 
meannets and imperfection 5 of his 
Sovercignty, and cur Subjection 5 of 
his Self-fuſl ciency and over: flowing 
plenitude of Happynets, and of our 
own penary, ſtraightneſs 07 fortune 
and IM pPerency 3 * "bi Te maculate 
Purity and Holync, and of ou 


2 
Vrencls and adds _ by Reaton 
of flaning $ And un 2 rneſe Accounts 
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ms ovght to be ofier 4 Up with 
the moſt fixt Attertion of mind With 
_ moſt zenious Intention and fer. 
vour of Spi TE with the moſt hear- 
ty SOrrow mM Contcflion, the moſ 
Farncit Ucfires 1n } Pctition, the moſt 
Urgent an d yet Lowly 1mpc rtunity 
in i:cprecation, with the molt Raisd 
Joy 211 aliectionate Grat :tude | in 
i nankfgiving, 

We ©®o o— ai ol in Fraycr to Exer- 
cite an unſhakc Folth, Bo ope, Frufſi, 
ang Confidence z bur however to 
Wart with i ?2t) ICH anc Lependance, 
wich an humble oy Emillon and Re- 

ation tO God s will, whether or 
Tn {ha}l be pleasd to Gratifc the 
Jefires of our hearts, to Anſwer the 
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ak) 


And toindvce us with the greater 
V2 ingnefs ani ; ET Sl: y tO i 


ct 
Jeri Duty or + 'rayer, let us conticer 
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nou 
Dut 
v1 
any 
Hea 
kno 
ties, 
Git! 
the 
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1 — co us therefrom; fo: is it 


h | wy n Honour for us Creatures i: 2 
s perm ittcd to talk and freely converte 
- wih our Creator ? Is it not an bHso- 
it 'rour for 1s vile wor ark for us fnfl! 
lt Duſt and Alhes, to be allow'd the 
7 rmrivileage of having ready _ at 
d ny time to the i Ls Majeſty of 
ln Heaven and Earth, thereby to make 

known to him Our ſins, our infirmi- 

tes, Our Wants , our calamities and 
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: Gltreth.'s , _ hcrenpon to obtain 
% —_ Yy - 
5 the pardon of. our {tns, the healing 
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of our vices and evil nclinations, the 
fruittal improver of our Graces and 
vertuous Diſpoſitions. 


Laſtly, Conſider together with the 
Honour and Benefit the great Delight 
and pleature reſulting trom a due diſ- 
charge of Prayer 3; for what can be 
more pleaſurable than to maintain a 
confrart Intercourſe with the Higheſt 
and molt Excellent of Beings ? Than 
to hoid Communion by Addreſſes to 
the T hrone of Grace, with our Crea- 
tor, Preſerver, Redeemer, Sanctifier, 
and Continual Benefactor ; ard here: 
by to have the frequent Effects and 
Emanations of his Goodneis and Be- 
nigntty derived down upon us, and 
the {2evotional Teſtimonies of our 
Love and Gratitude Aſcending up 
again unto hims What can be a 
greater Eaſc and Refreſhing to our 
minds, than to Disburthen them of 
the oppreſlive weight of Guilt con- 
tracted, by a free and ingenuous Ac- 

knowledgment 


C)s; Prager, C&C. 28x 
:nowiedgment thereot, by humble 
petitioning for forgivencls of the 

6. 

3 


fame, by Deprecation of puiiilnment, 


and relolutcily promifing by the Atlt- 
tance of Goas Grace, never to Re- 
aft tie like, or any other wilful 
wickedneſs for the future? fn fine, 
what more ichghiful than to vent 
our Griets, or fears, our wants, Our 
Anxicties, and Diltreflecs 1nto the Ears 
of our Heavenly Father, one ſo Ten- 
der and Aﬀectionate, to True to his 
word, ſo mindful of his promiſes, ſo 
Large in Bounty and beneficence z 10 
thoroughly Able, ſo exceedingly 
Willing to ſupply all our wants, to 
Dry up all our Tears, . to Remove 
all our Aﬀrightments, to Sitisfie our 


 Anxicties, and Aelieve our foreſt D1- 


ſtreſſes 2 


Prayer rightly circumſtantiated 
what ist it cannot do? It has ſubdued 
Kingdoms, obtain'd promites, wrought 
Miracles, Stont the touths of Lions, 
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Ana of ail the parts Gf Prayer, 
none more Nobie and Generous, 
non? more endearing and Accepta- 
ble unto God, becaute none more 
Dilinterefled and unmercenary, 
than Praiſe and Thankſgiving - Pe- 
ttton reſpects Good things to come 


which we ftand in Need of ; Depre- 


cation Regards the keeping off, or 
Removal of tho Evils which we ap- 
prehend our Sins have righteoutly 
deſerved 3 and therefore Selt-Intercti 
as well as Religious Inchnation put 
us upon the frequent aſe of theſe 
parts of Prayer 5 but Praiſe refpect: "S 


' ] 
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reiy an Admiration and awful Ex. 
oiling of the i3yine perfections, and 
{ hainkfoiving —_ the making a 
Gratci,] Return to God for his ma- 
niftold favours and Sau, kind- 
ne({ics paſt and Gone, Praiſe and 
; nanalgiving are ran the 
Ore U: nochigntig io, the more frce 

nd nriclft act ts of TN and 
conſequently the more v. :Juable and 
worthy in ihe emlcly 768, the more Ap- 
proved of, and well- -pleaſing 2 to Hea- 
VEN. 


Ard indeed what more Juſt and 
ROTORS what more becoming 
and Salt: able, as well as joyous and 
Dci1:h:fome a thing, than to " 
Thank% for Divine biefungs rece! 

{ince the whoje Ford i 
e Store-ioue, Ghne [ia- 
eF3zine and Treaſury cf Heavenly 
Love and beneficence , how OUg3t 
the | vor Id hercupon to ve one iarge 
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vout Praiſes and fallc)uy: hs 1 O08 
Thankſgivings as Zealous, Fervent, 
and Aﬀectionite, as the Divine bene- 
ations which we dilate are Great, 
Prizable,and Importiut / How ought 
our lice of Devotion to be like that 
of the Veſtal Virgns, Perpetual and 
uNEXPIT1 1g! dow ought the Glow- 
Ing £,Mbers of an habit :ally Grateful 
Temrer 21129 Hpolition to D8 con- 
ſtantly kept alive upon our hearts , 
tough they are not «ever actually 
breaking fOrta 4Nto {4 {1:me / 
And indee!] cb let 1t 
ncver {0 much Lignr, never fo much 
Un knelt of tho: ig] Nt, — Luiitre of 
qxpretſion, yet i it ave | 
 —_ anda Leal of Hite: 
Yit as the Gimmerings Of a 2 Gio WW 
Worme, Or lixe tho's SMDNg ExM- 
| io | believe they 
are Zites Contucted. _ Ley are 
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286 On Prager, &c. 
Devotion if 1t has not the fire ci 
the Altar, will never prove the $4. 
crifice of the Alt tar, {uch a Sacrifice 
wherewith God 1s well- leaſed; "A 
'tis the fervent Prayer alone which 
5s Eftectual, and unleſs Effectual, ts 


fokg 
ot no Value and Advantage : But the 
Ve Prayer of a Righteous Man 


Availeth much 5 it Pic reeth the very 
Clide Enters into God's Preſence, 
bell: ges his Throne and Ty, 
and will nor turn away, will not 
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Deliohifome unto it, and the violent 
Import tunate Stp >hIicarits are : thoſe 
on!y W139 ts 0 DY fMrco. 
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Prayer with God, inc Ang: 
Cover, nant, \ril 
Sach was 1h Prayers prevaiency.; 
Such 1s h anc opiritval Cherms, 
= Feabeaas, ty God could r2t or 
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288 On * Prayer, &c. 
Diligent, how fervent and 1mporty- 
nate 0ught we to be In the Duty/ 
Prayer 'tis which Lifts us up Above 
this Earth, lets us into Heaven, Gives 
us a Helightſomc profp ar of the Glo- 
rics thercin, makes us talk and uiter 
thingz as if we had ok there ; 
Prayer "tis WRICh Spirituaiizes Our 
Viird-, purifics our Attcctions , Ex- 
al:s us above this World's cares, or 
tears, and Sordid Concernments; 
i/rayer, which giving us a fore-taſle 
otthe Toys to come,thereby conforms 
ourRcjtih unto them : makocs us SCOrn 
and Deſtife this world's mean Em|- 
V4 ER er! INLINE Lils, RUNge r (a1 c (3; Irit 


fer the boble Satisfy in g Lelig "a of 


other Life 5 which renders us alſ 
Th Atta for the pure Intellectual 
5z:ngs Above, who burn with; De- 
vononal Love, Gratitude, ana Obe- 
Zience, and whole Continuil Empioy 
it 1s to _ Adore, to Praile od CET 
Th: "LOR io the 11/1 ve: 
11%;7'S, 1 f A thor of 
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On *Prajer, &c. 2&9 
By Prayer 'tis we hold the moſt 


| ſatimate Communion with God, and 


lye open to all the propitious 1nily- 

ences of his Spiritz then tis when at 

our Devotions, that the Sun of Righ- 

couſteſs Chritt Jeſus arifeth by his 

Grace with more e<f{vecta] io 

healtng under his Wings ; Diſt A mates 
Air 


our i2arkneis of Binder canding, mol- 


lies our obduracy of Will * 
his own mo Glorious Divine Image 
on our Souls / 

Then 'tis when engazed 1n Prayer, 

hat holy Met yr their hearts Glow 
WIEN tem, as it O40: ht with a coal 
of Devotion "fie wn Gods Sacred Al- 
ars now "cis that they 0 Iazin fin 
and ev-ry IDegenerate action 3 Lit- 
dain even the { Appearances of &v1l ; 
ny even Innocent Exrthly Delights: 
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vine Love , being 
Coleſtial Contemolation, every Ver- 
tue. 1n them Locgrites the more 


Sprightly and Vigorous, and every 


Devon pallio! 'Y ariſes the nearcr tO 


Raptu- 
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Rapturous and Scrapkical : £6 that 1 
Devotion, if ever, doth the Soul 
make its molt powertal Sallys Hea. 
venward, and become whillt 1n the 
body 2s it out of it, having its Aﬀe: 
fions, its Converſation Above With 


Th. 
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lips, our Ecarts are far from trees, and 
jo our very prayers become turned into 
ſms : O call then home our ſfiragelir, 
—_— E 5 our Attention, confirm our 
Jaith, 1 e and erfizme Oar plows ffie- 
ions ; op forth upon ws the Spirit 
of *Prazer and Supptication, that thi, 
petitionasy 09laiton muy Cone up be fore 


thee is Incesſe, air this [if iro up ef 


our paiids ay be as an Cuenty 2 $: ri- 
fice 3, that this our t\eligious Addreſs 


gray prove the fervent effectual prayer of 


tte {Ugh eou8 which Availeth much : 
Blow tierefere holy Spirit of Grace up- 
on the . aracw of our hearts, and the 
ſreet-ſrielling Odours of oir Faith and 
Hope, of our Heverence, Zeal, ard 
poly fervaur in prager ſhell inſtently fiow 
forth, 


Crt 47:1 —TF (rod _ hat we ay pray 
with underſtandin 2, with a due itevard 
t9 tts = at. eſs a wad AMaje fty : \ bf? 4 
[4 ea: ea, Deltbcrate, ard © IS e422» 
per of Mind, that our prazer may it 
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1he Pra; EF: 202 
hecome the Sucrifice of foolr, ihrough 
mr raſh anaduiſedneſs  bui that if 
way prove 4 Gr. ateful ar. Acceptable 
dart ifice unto TE kee : an inſtrument of 


lolynefs, a Re atutive from (im, 4 
Defence a unſt [emptati 30m, 4 Procurer 
of every Corporal and :iirijual Grood 


Gift : Oh that we migit bs 6p eur 
porſhipping, ever Adoring ttee ! On 
that we might pray without cca/ing as to 
the habitual pions frame, and Devout 
Diſpoſution of our hearts / 


"But alas, O Lord, how are our 
ſouls poſſeſs with a Spirit of lufirmity | 
How are they bow'd down with Liſileſs- 
neſs and formality in thy Service! O 
raiſe thera up by the ſervonrs and eva» 
/iows of Deweiion s Quicken then with 
oy (7races, en flame them with thy 
Droine Love pur " and a 
bs corrupt Barthly fffeitions : Gite 
be #7 ear: ah; amia.jl th WW; OH7 
UICATIONS 3 Git 15 t0 ;6Þ- ble(ſ1:rs 
of tice fo belrevirgly, fo fervs thy, PEE! 
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inacineuily, as to teceire them b; 
Aitking + Oh that we ma" ft 2 tric 
value upon this moſt main! Mrinledy; 
of Prajer, that our Souls 32 +5 be file 

Win marrow ard fairs; Hh 
_ s thus praiſe thee with 75:5; 
lips / 

H if 7 4 hou, (0) Lord promiſed [0 
prepare the hearts cf thy Servants to 
feek thee, and that then thou alt Gra- 
ctoasly inciin thire ecy to hear and ful. 
fil their [Requeſts 5, and ſhall not we 
072 our parts e,:1iritbute what we can t6 
the preptration, and ſet our ſelves to 
worſhip thee with au holy worſhip ? Oi 
ſig. ” ws #0t to let thee Go, permit 
24 to foe over entreating thee, till 
{on bait Granted #5 our hearts defies 
Tulji, @ Ire ay que} je 'F f _ Lips, ant 
biejss. ws with Sprite: rt Pliſſorgs in 
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Manter.. ajter ite water-breoks, j) may 
010 [pir 71 5 752 aa” Aj rations, Long 
avg Peet: after ire (od ! Crjing out, 
Ob whe: ) fall PC Come 230 appear vcore 
God £ bi ren Fall we ſce and expert- 
ence of (03s be antcons, x kzs comfertable 
Goings forth te the SanGuary, of in 
former ſeaſons £ 
Grant, O munificent Jeſus, with 
whom the reſt urgent impertunities are 
very Acceptable and Delightful 3 grant 
that we may obtain all convenient 1em- 
poral, Spiritual, and Eternal blejſmngs, 


l» the humble violence of fervent nnceſ- 
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296 The 'Prager, 

Give as to tafle of the ſweets of Deus. 
tion, let us experience the mighty effica- 
cy of prajer + O ſuffer us not to come 
clown from this holy mount of exalted 
praiſe and Adoration, iill it has proved 
a monut of Tran-figuration unto us ; 
13'l we are mace thereby more Reſeriblant 
of thy Divize Nature in Purity and 
Holi:.eſs. Oh may we take juch a proj- 
pets of the promiſed Land of Reji and 
Happineſs above, from the towering 
Aſcent of Prajer, that we may Antici- 
pate the Joys Celeſtial, may contemn 
theſe Earthly vaniiies, and diſdain eve- 
ry meanner SatisfaGion, than what thou 
our Goa, the things Spiritual, and E- 
ternal can yeild us. 


Accept, holy Father, of this as a 
Trivute of Thanksgivirg for all thine 
wejtinrable benefits from time to tine 
confe:r'd upon 2:5 Accept of this poor 
unworthy & etrivution, but however ail 


the oir Idigency and Puoirty, all that 


thy jelf-ſafficiency and fullzcis will allow 
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The Prayer. 297 
1: to pay thee : O my we Live and Dye 
thus pouring out our fouls to thee in hum. 
ble Supp/icatio and (xratulator 7 praiſes: 
Jnd when we have pray'd, ard praisd, 
md adored thee our utmoſt, our appoin- 
td meaſure here on Earth, O Grant we 
my be taken up trito Heaven 5 azd 
there be Joyn d to the Crerwall, praiſing, 
rorſhipping, and Adoring Cnire of (7lo- 
ifed Saints and Angels. Amen, for 
mr Kedeemer's ſake, Amen, Amen. 
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PRAYER 


FOR THE 


and Gracicius Lord « 
Glorious * | Maieſty. 
ful in Power, inf1::i:v | 


with what holy Avs and Eibbog ergce, 


MORNING. 
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@ cat, Mott Glortous, 
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with what pions Fuinmvtity ont Pro. 
5 » "s ; DS Ss : = - : "'Y —_— 

(tration of Soul, che wo wile Cre: 

tares, we finful 13uft and Afhce. tg 


by, "OPS IE EI BY My 
Lord, what iz man that thoy art 
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hat thou fo Regard«it him, as 
waich over him with thy Good Pro- 
iidence 3 as to viſit him with thy 
aichtalneſs in the Nizht-ſealon, and 
wth thy Lovit 3-kindneſs every 

Morning - O _ indebted are we 
o thy Gocdie's and Forbearance, 
hat ve are yet 1n the Land of the 
Living, praifing thee / We pray thee 
mike this thy Gocaneſs e:;d LOng- 
utfcring inſtrumental to the leading 
us,01it of a principle of Gratitade,co 
1 more complcat and advanced Re- 
rentance, 

Elefted be thy Name for the Pro- 
tion afforded us the Night Ja 
or thy Renewed Mercies of thi 
Vay 5 O Grant that the y may Excite 
s to a Renewing of our holy pur- 
nofes and Refolutons of itrifter and 
xter Obedience for the future 3 
nay thy Adcing 21YS to our Lrvcs, 
auſe us to Add Diligence to Cur re- 
igtous endeavours ; Give us Grace 


| 4 Cn 97 5 4 ' HD! 
o ſpend cur preſent cominucd fea- 
; | fon 
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ſon 1o ſuch a Godly manner, as if it 
were to be our Laſt; as Ready pre- 
pared 3gainlſt its being ſuch :; Let not 
we beſeech I hee the increaſe of our 
years, contribute to the increaſe of 
our Guile, and Number of our Sins : 
but cauſe this further indulged ſpace 
of Time to be ſo well-improved by 
us, as that it may bring us the nearer 
to an happy Tternity, 


But, O our God, how have we 
9:7en tice occalion 37 our Abulc of 
foirner means of Grace, and oppor- 
tantities of Salvation, to Deny us any 
further ones, and to cut us off In 
the midſt of our Tranlgrellio Ins | 
How mayſt thou reſolve inthy wrath, 
having been ſo Lonz Oricved, lo 
Long Reſifted by our inf obſtina- 
cy, that thy holy Sp! rit ihall not 
Allways ſtrive w ith ſuch Reetory 
Oitcaders / 


The 


O» 


for ZLC Horrtn: 


The Number of our ITrictice ts 
Great, the Heinouſneſs of i! cm mich 
Greater 35 we have forgottun thee t 
too aften, have fing'd againft rhis 
Days without Num er, the Gu Tall 
pardon'd, haſt Spared us days with- 
out number 5 though thou kaſt given 
vs our Being, t! hough thou halt plen- 
ttully provided for our w eli-oc1ng, 
jet have we forgotten thee 3 though 
thou haſt given Us thy Son to Re- 
deem us, though thou haſt given us 
ty Holy-Ghoſt to Purife, Aluſt, 
and Comfort us, yet have we un- 
rratefully Rebeli'd again thee 
n Contempt of tiy Goodneſs , 
Patience, and forbearance 3 in Con- 
tempt of thy Alroniibing Love ma- 
ufc{ted in Chriſt Jeſus 53 1n Deft- 
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2.02 T Prayer 

thy bleſled Spirit, Sacred Word and 
Gractous Providences, admoniſhing 
us to be Reconciled unto thee our 
God ! 


And can'it thou O Lord, w:lt thou 
after all this Diſobedience, after all 
this prefumptuous offending thee, be 
yet Reconciled to ſuch vile wretches 
and miſerable finners as we are & Is 
there ſtill Mercy with thee that thou 
may it be fear'd £ Is there fti]] Hope 
for vs 11 a Crucified Saviour O 
blefied Saviour heip and deliver vs 
we moſt humbly beſcech thee ; by 


' he Merits s of thy ieath and Paſſion, 


by ne jultiving power of thy Re- 
furrection and Aitcnfto 30, by ee 
valeacy © has Med ratio!) _ Inttr 


- 
p 
6 ho 


eefion. nave Merc 'Y __—_ OS. E845 
Cormpalions are alwars free and rte- 
ay towaryus KeEpentant Dons acrs : 
Lord wc woos, hone) Or Repen- 

Lance: 


wy 


fer the tornins IO 
tance 3 Lord we belteve, © 6c! 


£» \ 
w 4 


thou our unvelict 5 we folemaly pro- 
miſe thee a more Reformed Chedi- 
ence, a more exalted Righteoutnets, 
O ſtrengthen us to keep this our 
promiſe, to periorm this Our noly 
Reſolution - Deliver us, O Hea- 
venly Father, not onely from 
the Guilt and Condemnation, but 
alſo from the power and pollution 
of our (ins; Aſhſt us to break off 
thoſe Chains of evil Cuſtom and Ha- 
bit, thoſe fetters of Worldly Cares, 
and Temptations, thoſe ſenſualiz- 
ing Ives of Corrupt Inclinations 
or inordinate Paſtions in which 
we have formerly been held Cap- 
tive - Create clean hearts, O 
God,and renew a-right Spirits within 
us for the time to come ; beget in us 
a true Faith, a fincere Repentance, 
an enflam'd holy Love towards thee, 
that we may Delight our {elves 1n thy 
Commandments, that we may walk 

C2 befor 
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before thee in uprightneſs, 1n an in- 
genuous fear of Diſplealing thee, in 
a joyous Carctulnefs of doing what i; 
Acceptable 1 in thy Sight : Diligently 
ſecking thee, conſtantly Depending 
on thee, cheariully Submitting to 
thy Will, and Zealouſly pratticing 
it 10 the Duties of our ſeveral Cal- 
lines, with Godly ſincerity and con- 
{tan icy unto our Lives End. 


O Lord keen our feet, order our 
{teps that they ſirsy not out of the 
paths of thy Com: m2 n2nNdments, Out of 
the Patiis of Frutn, Righteouſneſs, 
and | Peace; O Lord kcep our mouths 
as with 2 bridle, that we offend not 
at any ure with our Tongues ; 
throvgh profane Swearing, through 
Candcring, immodeſt filthy 
ecch, or faiſc-witnels-bearing 5 cn 
_ as with the moſt c; large d and 
raiica Chriſtian Charity, with Tem- 
pErance an ind Sobricty, with Purity 
21d Cha ty. with Meeknceſs and 
Humi- 


o"—_ Ty 
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Humility, that we may potlefs theſe 
our Earthly Vellels in Sanctification 
and Honour 3 and being Meek and 
Lowiy, may find Reſt unto our 
Souls. 


Give us, holy Father, to Live 
core oy elm and Lefs by Senſe 3 
 Overcorne by Faith the World, CT 
live Above its Ailurements or Deter= 
ments, to Ja VE our Converlatlion 11 
an hi; zher acgree 1n Heaven 5 to lay 
up tO Our {Ives Treaſures there, that 
where our Treaſures are, there may 
oar Hearts be allo : Make us account 
it our very Weat and Dark tO be 
doing thy Will 3 Caute us LO IL ViIGcnce 
the Stncerity of our Love to ihee our 
God, by our keeping Uri rerfuily 
tay Commandmertss _— oo Our 
EYES tat yy ſe the wehgntlome 

Exccllencics of th ny pony T Chari 
Ing Beauty uf Hol ineſs, and hee 
none of thy Divine precepts (hall ap- 
pear Grievous unto us 5 amidit ail 
O 3 _ our 


2£ /; A 'Pr. {CP 
aur Penmptations wether of the 
UW orid,the ble! ty er the Devil, make 
thou us, O b] Lied Lord, more than 
Conguirors, through Chriſt who 
1513s us : And aker we bave 
aone all, after we have Grown in 
Grace (wie! 2 we beſeech thee cauſe 
t0 do) after we have been fill'd 
a the fruits of thy Spirit. and en- 
dcavoura our utmoſt the perfecting 
of holineſs 1n thy Fear, keen us 
humble, keep us abaſed under a ſenſe 
of the manifold Imperfections of our 
beſt and choiceſt Services. 


This 10 be ad- Neither Pray we 
acd ro the Even- forour ſelves alone, 
ing Prayer WITe nv for the whole 
you fee this * mark. Race of Mankind ; 
That thy ways, O God, may be 
known upon Earth, thy Saving 
Health zsmong all Nations. 


Look down in Mercy upon thy 
noir Catholick Church ; Enlarge "ts 
| Por- 
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for the Ioring, 207 
Borders, Unite more its Members, 
Purifite their Faith where Corrupt, 
and work 2 Genera! Reformation in 
their Lives and Actions. 


Bleſs, Holy Father, more eſpeci- 
ally theſe Nations whereunto we be- 
long; Pardon our Great and Crying 
Sins, Avert from us thy Judgments, 
Encreaſe and Continue to us thy 
Bleſſings, make us an Holy and an 
Happy People 3 and Settle us upon 
the ſure Foundations of Truth , 


Righteouſneſs, and Peace. 
Rule, O Lord. in the Hearts of 


our Soy CrCl; 7n Rulers, by thy Faith, 
Fear, andg {Ove : Protect their Sa- 
cred Perſons, A{lift and Dired their 
Counſ::is, Succeed their Arms, and 
all their Righteous Undertaigings 5 
ta ke their Heal nment a Great and 
Publick Blcſling to thels Kingdoms, 
and to the whole Proteſtant Inte: 
reſt : and aſter a Lony and Profre- 


© 4s 2) ; 
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ro:is R cigll OVEF Us Here, Crown 
tym with Giory and lnmortality in 


j 
th 132710 1 Heaven. 


HENCC 1M a Peculiar © Manner 
Gur Spiritual Governours and Tea- 
cers; Give trzem Wildom and Pru- 
dence from Above : Make them, 
(} Cod, vaitatul and Zealous, make 
ther allo Succelsful in the Diſcharge 
of their Duties : and Grant that by 
tne purity of thcir Doctrine and [n- 
tegrity of their Lives, they may be 
as burning and ſhining Lights amid{t 
a crooked and peryeiſe Genera» 
ttO!, 
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Forgive, O God, ali our Enemies, 
Perſecutors, and Slanderers, and 
Turn their hearts. Bleſs all our 
Friends and Relations; be thou a 
God 1n Covenant with _ and 
make them Partakers of all the Bene- 
nts and Priviledges of that thy Co- 
venant. 


Bleſs all of us nere preſint 5 bleſs 
u5 10 Turning us from our Iniquitics, 
in the Sanctitying and Renewing our 
Depraved Nature 3 Bleſs us with all 
Tenporal, but eſpecially with Spi- 
ritual Bleflings in Heavenly places 
1n Chrilt Jeſus, 


Put ns, O God, in frequent \ind- 
tulncls of onr Latter End, and Fit and 
Prepare us for itz Help us to. walk 
lacercly and uprightly in our whole 
Converla tons that Liv: ig here In 
thy Fear,we may Dy i tay Fa VOUTr 5 
may Reſt in thy Peace, Riſe by thy 

on Power., 
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Power, be Giorihcd by thy BOunty, 
and Remain with thee for ever 5. 
micit Joys Celeſtial, Enraviſling, 
ncyNatulitble, All which we beg 
nrovgn the Merits and Mediation 
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() OUR God, theu Almighty Lord 

of Fleaven - and Earth, T heu 
pure immaculaie Spirit of Holynef >{s, hu#2« 
ble #5 under a ſenſe of our meanieſs as 
indigent Dependant Creatares , of 4 
excecding Great Vileneſr, and impurity 
as Ny "mers 5 0 with what pions = 
and tReverence ought we to draw Nic 
unto 1 hee, who art of purer Cyes than 
10 behold the leaſt iniquity with AP = 
probation / With what Foy and # hauk- 
fulneſs ought we to ackuowiedge this 
thine ineflimable favour, that thou who 
art fo bizbly exalted, #11 PHD "_ 
felf to take notice oj *ſach Deſpirabſe rode 
lnted "Beings as we are |! 


_ 
F 2; ar 


the | 

ior cer bieſfed be thy. Goodneſs, 
who baſe made Prazer our Duty, which 
is ſo much our Intereſt and Priviledge ; 
O Low inexcuſable ſhould we be , ſhould 
we eutect fo Great a means of Grace 
anc —_— ' Wilt thoa, O Lord, 
Admit and Accept our pour unwortly 
OCre<cC Sy an A ſhall z:0t we Uladly Em: 
brace ihe F onchjafement £ S7rCe Out 
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in our Lives, by giving up our ſclues to 
thy hank by en wk ming our jelves 


10 thy [ thent)s 7 2 Holy: ſs 5 by Fu Tj! 'ug, 
Spar Mnalizing, ard Enflamirg by thy 


belp , Our Aﬀec;7 ions towards thee in 
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ry of this #9297 [Mci7gs Louny moſs Der e- 
py EOS 
furl Duty of 12C7 otton | How much 
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AT jeaneſs 15 t.cre in us unto the On> 
dertaking kow mich Difirad icn of 
lrpoughts, wy De:dreſs of Spirit in the 
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214 A Prager for the Evening, 
heart io imitate 3 O pardon the (ins and 
?niquitzes of theſe our Holy things ! 


"But beſides the imperfeions of our 
beſt perfermances, how mary ways have 
we preſumptio:fly offended thee our 
Cod | By trnumerable Omiſjuons and 
Commiſſions 4 Onzilfions of Duty, Com- 
miſſions of Evil 5 by many frequently 
Lepeated, and long Continued ads of 
wickedneſs 5, by ſinful provocations in 
Thorght, Word, and Deed againſt thy 
Divine Majeſty : O how often have we 
Stifled the Convictions, the Heeproofs 
of our own Conſciences | How ofien 
Reſtſted the holy motions, the Reſtraints 
of 1hy blefſed Spirit ! How long negle- 
ed the Great Salvation of thy Goſpel! 
How many times violated our moſt $6- 
lemn Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant | 

1 be wery /Hullitude of our fins 1 
Enough to Amaze and Afjrighten u, 
to cover #s With Shame and Confuſon of 
face +, but the Ieinouſneſs, the * Bajc- 


Hejr, 


A Prayer for the Evening, 315 
wſy, the Ingratitnde of our miſ-demea- 
nours toward sſo Gracious and heavenly a 
Father, ſo Long-ſuffering a preſcrver, ſo 
Merc) ful a Benefattor , Sar (ificr azd 

cdeemer:; O how Gricovons is the Re- 
membrance "thereof to z, the burthen of 


hb armch wickedneſs bow Iitolerable ! 


O our Ged,, Sirovg and patient , 
hadft thou not been Gd how rouldlt 
thou have had patience with ſuch perfi- 
ious , ſuch urgrateful, ſuch w ilfully 
Diſobedient Rebells | Vell for us 3s it, 
that thy mercy ana forbearunce Cx nou 
that of e/Han, are like thy ſelf, unlimi- 
ted! O the [riches of thy Grace ! wilt 
ibou again [yeceive ſuch gf 4? Clit- 
aver Thto thy nceieh ? Vrilt thou Still 
- Heeconciled unto #75? Ab let thy 

(roodrreſs, let thy Reconcileallenefs le - 
v to Fepentarce, 10 a more compleat 
or: ſir wn one 5 ard our Kepcrtance 
may zt fit HS for thy pardon ard Ac- 
WUCUTSE 
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316. A "Prager for the Evening, 
And not meerly for the Pardon of 


our ſens Tmplore we mercy at thy 
bands, but fir a Divine power to 
erable us to ſubdue thems Set ne 
beſeech tice, O Lord, our hearts in 
fr ao 4 perfect eo; my 4041 t all things 
"aY} 30 iny bleſſed Hill avd © AN 4- 
wes that we may #ewuer y FFecorciled 
to ther any mores diſpoſe us to ſuch 
an Entire Aﬀedton to thy Commund.- 
ment, in:t tkey may become or Choice , 
our DDeſlrre, our Exceediig Great Re 
Joyerg ! Tt T that we may walk, more cir- 
curmipedtty, Redeeming the tine, becanſe 
tre dajs are Evil ! O that we may 
give all Dilizence 10 make our Caiing 
and Election Sure ! 0 that the lije, the 
pure unſpi Hed fe of Criſt Jojur = 
ve forms ed witlin us the hope of tory! 
il as, (7r oWCTONS (od, wit; ” the whole 
IKzowlelee of thy Fall in all _ 
Hcl S177! ual Ganlio g, aud 4 jus 
us with thy (rrace unto the Cl 2p: ir:tions 
p race of fuch krowieedge 3 I:creaſe it 
15 [bat faith which wor AL th by Diwuize 


Love. 


A Prayer forthe Evcrizg, 219 
Love, which purifieth the heart and 
life, ana overcometh ttc wicked world ; 
kxcate 772 1s that ardent 4; TecJion to 
the , which, tA} H14kC its che bearfo ily i)o 
thy ll, or pat rently ſuffer it in all 
inſtances 5 and wich will caiſe us 10 
Love or brctiiren os Our elves , for 
(krijt's ſake, with a pure + led ont ef 
Lore un fe igued ; not in To: vgue Only, 
lut alſo in Deed and in Truth, 


Keep us, O Lord, pure and unſpot- 
ed with the orld ; Temperate, Chaſte, 
ind Onſpotted with the fleſh 3 keep us 
Safe and unſeduced by our own hearts 
lwſts, Ly Satans wicked Suggeſizons and 
Alurements ; Cauſe us to have our Con- 
ver ſation wicking Covetonſneſe, to have it 
more iz teaven, leſs on Earth; teach us 
rvterrpt of Earthly thingsz teach vs 
0 deny onr ſeiues, to conquer all Temp- 
talioms, to live above the corruplicns 
Thich {1 w71:ch «bona 772 the Hf ge £ 
Give HS "Patie? JAG gf 'E = ft Pport: 7117 
rnfort, and quict ſubiai(ſcon in - 
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a A *Prazer for the Evening, 
verity : let a contexted mind be inſiead 
of ail [ we want, and a thankful heart 
ſweeter all our Enjoyments, O that me 
m2; mind more the onething Neceſſary ; 
that we m9 iy __ in the fiſt place the 
Kingdom of Heaven and its A 7ghteouſ 
refs, and whatever other things we 
feawe tirndome, we may be ſtill working 
out or Saluation with fear and trem- 
biizg ! 


Make ns, © eur God, more careful 
of pleaſing thee, fearful of offending 
thee, diligent and induſtrions in thy 
Service ; more obſervant of thy Good 
Promidus ce In every this, g, 140re gratt- 
ful for thy benefits Received, more rea- 
dily diſpoſed in all coxditions to every 


good thought, word and work, 


* Oiir us up we extreat thee, i6 a frt- 
quent mindfulxeſ; of our Latter End, 
and fit and prepare its for 7t 5 tet our 
_=— iching ſleep this Night put us ' 

zinc of our aſt frep, our Be remind 


is 
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1s of our Grave, and the <—_ of 
the evening of the days of Darkneſs 
which ſhall be many in oh Chambers of 

Death Lighten our Eyes, 0 Lord, 
that they ſleep not theretn, but that we 
may Awake with the morning Light un- 
0 thy Praiſe and Glory : Forgive thoſe 
iFual ſins of thy ſervants which the 
lay paſt hath been witneſs unto 3 Lord 
cve a5 a Godly ſorrow for them, a per- 


fc hatred of them, and more careful- 


rſs 10 avoid them for the future : and 
whet hey we ſlcep this night in death, or 
wake to the freſh &/Mercies of the fol- 
ming day, O Grant that Chrift Feſus 
ney be unto us beth in Life and Death, 
weat Advantage : Grant this for the 
Merit and Mercy's-ſake of him who 
hed for our ſins, and roſe again for 
ih Juſtification, and who hath le ft us 
tas moſt Abſolute form of Prazer where- 
ah to comclucte one imperfect ones, 

Our Father which art in Heaver. 


iallowed be thy Name, @*c. 
A Prayer 
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O U & God, full of Compaſion 

and Truth, whoſe Exrs are 
ever open to the Cryes of the Di- 
{tre{led, who afiliteſt not , neither 
Grieveſt willingly the Children of 
Men, but in very Faithfulneſs Cauſeſt 
us to be Troubled ; Chaſtiſing us 
for our Profit, that we may be Par- 
takers of thy Holyneſs : We thy Poor 
Unworthy Creatures Acareſs our 


ſelvcs to the Throne of thy Grace, in ; 


bchalt of th13 thy Servant Grievec 
with Sickneſs, O let his Gricf of 
bouy move thy Succouring Pity 3 
bchold him with the Eyes of thy 
Mercv 5 Reſcue him with the Al- 
Almi;zthtincfs of thy Power 5 how- 

EVCT 


A Prayer for a Sick Perſon. 221 
wer Grant that the Infirmity of his 
outer-VMian, may tend to the Health 
and TS —_ of his Soul 1n all 
Gracious Q 1ahfications. O make 
him by means po thy Divine Cha- 
tments Reſemblant in a larger 
Veaſure of thy Divine Nature; make 
him Perfect throngh Sutferings; Train 
im up a Good Souldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt by ſuch Diſciplining Hard(hips; 
Teach him a more Compleat Obedi- 
ence and Conformity to thy Will by 
hethings which he Endures : Relieve 
him under all his Diltrefles ; Give 
im Patience, Repentance, and Sub- 
niflion under «ll his Uneafineſs, Sup- 
port him under all Tryals and Temp- 
ations z © ſuffer not his Faith to fail 
In this Day of Adveility 3 Strengthen 
him 113 the Inner-Mian efpeci.illy, now 
he lyes on a Bed of Languiihings O 
make Thou his Bed in all his Sicl - 
nels ; In the miltit of the pains of his 
body, let thine Inward Comforts Re- 
freſh his Sonl 5 make all things, Tri- 

bulation 


Z22 A Prayer for aSich Perſon, 
bulation as well as Proſperity, work 
together for his Good ; may he Con- 
tinue to be thy Servant under all 
Conditio1s. 


Permit him not Gractous God, for 
any troubles of Life, or fears of 
Death to fall from Thee; but Give 
him Joy and Conſolation in Belie- 
ving, when encompaſled with the $0- 
reſt Diſtreſſes - Encreaſe therefore his 
Faith, Confirm his Hopes, Enlarge 
his Content-dneſs and Refignation; 
Wean his Atﬀections more and more 
from the things Below, and Raiſe and 
S:ttle them on the Good things 
Above, 


Free, Blefſed Lord, this thy Ser- 
vant from all Murmuring and Rept- 
ning at thy AﬀiQive Yrovidence; 
and Cauſe him rather toRejoyce and 
Glory in Tribulation 5 as knowing 
that the Tryal of his Faith worketh 
Patience, and Patience RgInancs 

and 
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A Prajer for a Sick Perſon. . 42} 
ind Experience Hope, and Hope ma- 
keth not Aſhamed : O let Patience 
have its Perfect work in him ; that 
he may be Compleat and Entire , 
wanting no Vertuous Endowment : 
{et thy Grace be Sufficient for hin, 
that he may not faint in the time of 
Calamity z O may his Afﬀiction 
prove an Exerciſe and Enlargement 
ofall his Graces : Letit beget in him 
oreater Truſt and Afthance in thy 
Divine Mercy, leſs Relyance on, 
and Confidence in the Creature, a 
gr Crucified to the World, and 
the World to him, as to the 1mmo- 
derate Love of it. 


Cauſe Holy Father, this thy Afi- 
ted Son to Humble himſelf under 
thy Correttivg hand, that Thou 
may(t Exalt him 17 thy due Seaſon 3 

make him to Caſt all his Care upon 
Thee, becauſe Thou carcſt for him; 
Give him to feel now in this his Dt- 
refs, what is the Hope of his Spirt- 

tual 


Pb i © 


224 A T0 er for a Sick Perſon, 


tual Calling, and what the Frcee- 

ding © Greatuc of thy Mercy and 
Power tow aids them who Believe jn 
Thees O Give him that Saving Faith 
winch worketh by Love, and Puri 
ficth the Heart, and Overcometh the 
World. Give him Repentance unto 
Newnels of Lite, never to be Repen- 
ted of; Cauſe him by means of this 
Aﬀliction to Search and Try his 
wayes, and turn him unto T hee his 
God, who in Mercy Chaſtifeſt him, 


Afﬀord him, Gracious Lord, afford 
this Sick Perſon the Comfort of an 
boly Hope that thou Acceptelt his 
Penitential Tears and Contrition of 
heart 5 Suppo t him by this Hope 
under all his Sickneſs and Diſtemper 
Say unto him by the inward Teſtimo 
nies 0? thy Spirit, 1 am thy Salva- 
tion, Son be of Good Chear, thy 
Sins are forgiven thee 3 I have heard 
thee 1n an Acceptable time , I have 


laid Eiclp tor Thee on one who 1 
h ' 
m1-hty 
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mighty to Save , Jeſis Chriſt the 
Righteous, He is the Propitation tor 


Y 


hy fins: O Apply the Merits and 


- 


catisfaciion of his U Ying Redeemer 
unto the Soul of this thy Servant, 
for Pardon and Acceptance 3 waſh it 
"_— in the Elood of that Icmmacu- 


ate LamS, NED, w:s Slain, to take 


away Lic o7- e world, and 
thro! 1G! hit pe 1010's Stripes ler bi 01 
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226 A Prayer for a Sick Perſon. 
to have Power with thee in Prayer, 
and mightily to Prevail on this thy 
Servants behalf : Thou haſt Pro- 
miſed that the Prayer of Faith 
{hall Save the Sick , and that the 
Effectual fervent Prayer of the Righ- 
teous ſhall Avail much 5 O make us 
_ in Faith, and Believing , ſo as 
e Heard ; "make us fervent and 
Py mh n Prayer, {10 as tO have our 
Prayers Anſwered / 


Aeftore, we entreat Thee, this 
Diſeas d Perſon, that he may be con- 
tinued a Bletling and Comfort to his 
Relations 3 that he may live to Per- 
forme his pious Vows and Refſolu- 
tions made in time of Sickneſs ; that 
he may ſpend the Reſidue of his 
Life more to thy Honour and Glory . 
But if in thy Fatherly wiſdom thou 
iccit it fitting to Prolong his Corre- 
ctions, thy Blefſed Will be done; 
and may thy Aﬀicted Servant fay 
Amen with an Entire Submiſſion : 

May 
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A Prayer for a Sick "Perſon. 727 
May he bear further Chaſtiſement 1n 
his Body, fo that his Soul be but Sa- 
ved in the Day of our Lord, 


Yet OGod moſt Gracious, O moſt 
Holy and Mercytul Saviour, Thou 
moſt worthy Judge Eternal, be not 
Thou Extream to mark whatever he 
has done Annſs; Corre& him, O 
Lord, but with Judgment 3 not in 
thine Anger, leſt Thou bring him to 
nothing 3 and though thou take not 
off the Ro1 of Affliction , yet take 
away thy Diſpleaſure we beſeech thee 
far from him - Remember, O Lord, 
thy tender Mercies, and thy Loving- 
kindnefſes which have been ever of 
old ; and Cauſe this our Sick Friend 
In Thankful RecolleGtion of former 
Divine Reſcues, to put his Truſt in 
thee for a Preſent Deliverance: O 
lutfer him not for any Anguiſh of 
body to let Go his Faith and Confi- 
dence 10 Thee 5 but give him to ſay 
With the Steafaftneſs of holy Fob 

P 2 though? 


226 A Prager Jor a Sick T *er ſor. 
though he Kills me, yer will I hope 
17 him, 


Cit, O God, th's E anguiſh! ATT 2 Per- 
fon for whatever Condition thou 
m unto, that thy Son 
; may be unto him whe- 

Life or De th great Acgvan- 
tage; O permit Him not to {Yepart 


{ 
? w . Y > 
he;:ce at 3ny time, but With all ima- 
n "8, ans EL is th; _ . 
gilabie Preparations for Eterniiy ; 
— 6 | IVOIM \.- TM 
Witt a Soul thor aigh'y Chariged 
K-97 o vc 


} 


20G Renewed, v1eD a Sou! iull 
iraught with thy Divine Love 3 Hum 
ble and Reſign 4, hearful and En- 
7 with future EXpcctations ; 
&n! then whenever this his E2rthly 
1 be Ciioived , he 


ſhajl have a buiſaing of God, an 

houſe rot giagde With Hands, Frernal 

in the Haavens Which we beſeec! 
13 al f 


Cnr Sav ur 2 0 WH 


/ ou ks 
. - = -Y 
vith Thee O Father, and thy Holz 


A Prayer for a Sick P: rſow. 329 
QINCY ERcE OM } Spirit, ne Aſcr iÞc >q 
is 1s oft I all Honour, Praiſe , 

whe and Dominion , 
O44 045 time forth and for FEvyer- 
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5 Another * Prayer 
He ao ow p—_——_ HO ORR 7» WE 0. oor, 


F$:6i fer P rAyer for the Sick, when 
there appears ſmall Hepes of RReco- 
WET Y, 


() Moſt Glorious and Merciful 
Heavenly Father, the Lord 
and Giver of Life, the Healer and 
Repairer of our Decay'd Nature, 
who bringe{t down to the Grave, 
and then fayit Come again ye Chil- 
dren of Mien 5 Giving Power to 
the Faint, and to thoſe who have 
no Might increaſe of Strength - Be- 
hold, we beſeech thee Favourably, 
Vifit Gracioufly, and Relieve ſpee- 
dily this thy Servant, who ſtandeth 
in Need of thy Pitty and Reliet ; 
Be Thou a very Preſent Help unto 
him, 0 Lord, now in the Necelli- 

tous 


for the Sick, 221 
tous time of his Trouble. © let thy 
tender Mercies come unto him, that 
he may Live; Encompalſs him with 
thy Favour as with a Shield z Pitty 
and Purifite him, SanCtifie and Save 
him we moſt humbly beſeech thee : 
Either A(lwage his Pain, or elfe In- 
creaſe his Faith and Patience to bear 
It : Either R:zmove his Aﬀiiction, or 
elle move towards him with Divine 
Comfort and S.ipport : Lay upon 
him, Gracious God, no more than 
thou ihalt enable him with Willing- 
neſs and Submittion to undergo, and 
then lay on him whatfoever (hall ſeem 


Good in thy Sight. 


O Give kim a Sandiified Uie and. 
Improvemeiit of thy Patncriy Cor- 
rections ;, let them teaca hin more 
Humility, Contentedneis and #clg- 
nation 3 Iefs Tub and Rejyayzce on 
the Creature : Cauſe him, O Lord, 


by means of his preſent Diltrels, ro 


' fee 
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ve the Ecmoimeſe, Fn. and Inſt1- 
STHILS! ol. 1 Ra thiy Poflefiions 5 and 
may tins Conviction carry up his 
Mind to the fatisficing Everdurable 
Enjoyments of Reaven : O that his 
Devout Converſation there 1n Holy 
vieditations, Fervent Prayers, and 
tranſporting Praiſes, may Allay much 
of his Corporal Pains and iquie- 
tudes, and render him in a manner 
in{zn{ible of them : O that thy Word 
and blefled Promiſes may be his ſure 
Truſt and Confidence in Adverſity ; 
tho' he walk through the Valley of 
the Shadow of Death, yet let him 
fear no Evil, may thy Rod as well 
as thy Staff Comfort and Suſtain 
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324 Another Prayer 


his Blefſed Saviour; O may he be 
made Perfect through Sufferings : 

Teach him we Pray thee more Obe- 
dience through the things which he 
Endures 5 May his Chaſtening how- 
ever Grievous for the Pretent, after- 
wards yield him the Peaccable Fruit 
of 6.ighteouſneſs 3 may it turn to his 
Spiritual Profit and Advantage, and 
nelp him forward in the Right way 
which leadeth unto Life Everlaſt- 


Ng, 


Take, O God, from this thy Ser- 
vant, al] Murmuring Diſcontent un- 
der thy Diſciplining Providence ; 
Cauſe him rather Quietly to ſabmnt 
to thy Aﬀicting Hand, as Confider- 
ng that Affliction ariſeth not out of 
the Duſt, proceedeth not mcerly from 
Natural Cauſes, but from thy Wit 
Providence and Appointment, who 
Ordereſt all things toward us for our 
Good ; O Periwade this Sick Perſon 


yz.” 


[!5 


for the Sick, 325 
Tis for his Good that he 15 Aflicted 5 
that of very Faithfulneſs thou haſt 
Cauſed him to be troubled : O mate 
him by Searching and Trytiag his 
ways to find out thoſe particular Sins 
and Faihings which thou Aimelt at in 
this his Chaſtiſement 3; to Obſerve 
and Underſtand thy Meaning in the 
Calamities which befall him : ; that 
he may accordingly meet thte in thy 
Providential Ways an iDcalings to- 
wards him ; that fo the Removyal of 
his Guilt by Repentance, through 
the Merits of his Saviour, may make 
Way for the Removal of thy Di- 
vine Rod of Puniſhment. 


And do.Thou the Gad of ali Grace 
and Truth, who haſt called this ty 
Correted Son to Suffering, by thy 
Fatherly Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; 5t- 
ter that he hath ſuffered a while for 
his Souls Profit, Stablilh, Strengther, 


Settle him. 
Let: 


226 Another *Prayer 


Let we Pray thee thy Merciſu! 
Kindneſs be this Aﬀited Perſon 
Succour and Safety 3 ſend him Help 
from Above, and ” x0 might1- 
ly Defend him ; Defend him, O Lord, 
from al! Satan's difquierting Aſſaults, 
from al! his Wicked Temptations: 
O let not that Evil one have any Ad- 
vantage over him in theſe his ſor- 

ut Elonrs \ Dit Ret Duke him, 
Goat Lord, Rebuke him ; Tread 
ae 
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But if thou in thy Wiſdom haſt 
Decreed that this thy Servants Sick- 
nels ſhall be unto Death; Fit and 
Prepare him for it we beleech thee 
Give him a more perfectly Holy and 
Heavenly Conftitution of Soul, an 
Heart Wean'd and Eſtranged from 
this nay” a [1nCtified Meetneſs to 
be made Partiker of an Inheritance 
with the Saints in Light and Glory : 
O may his laſt Honrs be his teſt 
Hours ; his lalt Thoughts his Beſt 
Thoughts 3 and his laſt Words and 
AQions hits beft Words and Actions - 
The Nearer he draws to the end of 
his Days, cauſe him ſo much the 
Nearer tor draw to the End of his 
HOPE S, EVEN Ll 1e Bal vation Of his Yo; [, 
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Reconciliation and Acceptance : Im- 
pute not, Gracious Lord, unto. him, 
his former Sins, but thy Well-beloved 
Son's Allufficient Righteouſneſs; who 
was Wounded for our Tranſgreſh- 
. ons, and bruiſed for our Iniquities: 
O let the Peace purchaſed by thy 
Son's Chaſtiſements be upon this thy 
Servant, and by his Redeemers Stripes 
let him be heal'd, 


Waſh his Soul citean, O God, tin 
Chriſt's moſt Precious Blood 3; Con- 
form him more and more to the Ho- 
ly Doctrine ard Example of the Ever- 
blefſed Jeſus 3 Santtifie him with all 
the Saving Graces of thy Renewing 
Spirit - Give him, if it be thy Will, 
ſome Delightful Foretaſtes and An- 
ticipations of Celeſtial Bleſſeancls ; 
Hope towards Thee, an Enraviſht 
S:nſe of thy Favour, Joys in the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, unſpeakable and full of 
Approaching Glories - However, it 


o » 
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this be. too great a Vouchſafement, 
make him at leaſt Willing to be Diſ- 
ſolved, Fit for Heaven, Full of his 
Szviour, Empty of himſelf, and of all 
Truſt in his own Defcitive Righte- 
ouſneſs 3 and whenever thou takeſt 
him out of this World, take him- we 
Reſcech Thee unto thy ſeit into Ever- 
laſting Felicity, Amer, Holy Jeu, for 
thy Precious Death and Paſlions/ſake, 
Amen. 
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CO that therefore at preſert we may 
keſt from the wer%s of Sin. as well as 
from thoſe of eur particular Cali; JE 
0 that we may be in the Syirzt on this 
thive own Day 5 that we may worſhip 
thee thereon in Spirit and in Trath ; 
that we may keep it ſo Holy and Sar- 
ified nnto I hee , #s that it may be a 
Pledge and Earneſt of an Eternal Sab- 
batiſze with thee in Light and Glory. 
This is the Day which the Lord hath 
made by his Fuſtifying Meſurredion , 
O may we Rejoice and be Glad therein 
with an Holy Rejoycing ! This as the 
Day which was the Birth-Day of our 
Hopes and future * Bleſſed Ex pedtations, 
VU may it prove a Day of Growth ana 
Izzpror 7J)C mo 73; (Zr E . of poly Ar 
dowys, and Devout E111 aviſhments ! 
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ory own Words, nor do our own Deed; 
on this thine Hallowed-Day , but may 
both Call and Eſteem it a Delight, Holy 
of the Lord, Honourable ; O that Hea- 
ven, an a Heavenly Frame and Temper 
of Spirit may be Begun in 1s Here , by 
means of our pions Iritercourſes with 


Heaven amidſt the Duties of thy Day! 


We are Going, O Lord, unto thy 
Houſe of Prayer, the Place where thine 
Flononr dwells; O pardon 4, that we 
are not Prepared according to the 'Pre. 
paration of thy Sanuduary 3 that we have 
210t yet put off our Carnal and Earthly 
Aﬀe@ions 5 Conſidering that the place 
whereow we are to ſtand is Holy 


Ground, 


O do Thou, our Ged vouchſafe to Go 
along with us into thy Temple, by the 
Foly Aids and Ajſiſtances of thy Sft- 
rit ; Cauſe us to Approach T hee there 
with PReeverence, and to worſhip before 
thee with a Zealons Aﬀedion when we 

© Meditate, 


A Prayer on the Lord's Day. 343 
eMeditate , let us do it with all Se- 
riouſneſs, Heavenly- Mindedneſs , and 
Edification 5 when we "Pray, let it ve 
with the utmoſt Attenſion , Faith, and 
holy Fervour, when we Hear the Glad 
Tidings of thy Goſpel, may it be with 
all Diligent and hearty Attendarice 042 
thy Werd and Dodrine , when we 
fead try Holy Scriptures , may they 
make #4 wiſe unto Salvation , may we 
Read them with QOnderſtanding , with 
an AﬀeTionate Guſe and Reliſh, with a 
Reforming Change, and inward Dige- 
ſlion of them into Spiritual Grace and 


N ouriſhment. 


O may this Day be added to our 
Share in an Hippy Eternity, by our Ke- 
ligions [mprovemert of it + mayſt They 
our God come Down urto ws herein by 
thy Divine Influencer, and may we be 
Taken up unto thee by Qevout Praifes 
and Adorations, 
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How Earthly, O God, would beour 
AﬀeFions, How Carnal and Senſual our 
Souls, were their Thoughts and Deſires 
alwazes buſted about the things of this 
IVorld ! Bleſſed be thy Name there- 
fore that tho: haſt Enjoyn'd us a Seaſon, 
wherein to call © < our Thoughts and 
Afotiors from things Temporal 5 where- 
zz to wile: ſr our Spirits from Senſe 
#74 Senſual Concer: ments, an alloweſt 
| ft Corr e f ard Communica- 
firs with ; Thee the fenictutn of all Hap- 
P Had F { } FJ; * 11.0 HS BITC FO walue this 
geStimaute irictieces mike ws at 
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preſent to Improve #t to the 2 2d w.11- 
tagez Canſe ws 10 hold a pior, LH rage 
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the Exerciſes of Holyneſs ſhall Ceaſe, be 
ing means of Begetting or Confirming 
us in Grace, and ſhall only be our De- 
light, and Foy , and Heavenly Enter- 
tainment for an Eternal Duration, 


Amen, ' Bl:ged Lord, Amen. 
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